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Brothers' letters bound in history

In 1920, a Charlotte columnist, Mrs. J.P. Caldwell, wrote a
lengthy account of a book written by Miss Cordelia White Phifer
of Charlotte. The hand-printed book was titled "Five White
Brothers in the Confederate Army." Phifer was the niece of the
fives soldiers from Fort Mill.

The soldier sons of William Elliott White and Sarah Robinson

(Wilson) White were Capt. Joseph Harvey White, Col. John
McKemie White, Dr. William Edward White, Capt. James Wilson
White and Capt. Samuel Elliott White. Capt. Joseph H. White, a
Davidson College graduate, was a commission merchant at
Charleston when the Civil War broke out. He then organized a
Company made up of Mecklenburg and Charlotte men, Co. B.,
53rd N.C. troops. His first duties were in the defense of the
North Carolina coast, but he soon he was transferred to the
Army of Northern Virginia. He was killed by a shell in front of
the breastworks in the battle of Spottsylvania.

Col. John M. White, who graduated with distinction from South
Carolina College, organized the "York Guard" and was elected
its captain. He served with Longstreet's army, advancing to
lieutenant colonel in 1863, and was present at the surrender at
Appomattox. In four years of hard service he was not wounded
but was knocked down by the force of a ball striking his sword
in the battle of Seven Pines.

Dr. William Edward White, a graduate of Davidson College who
received his medical degree from the University of New York,
entered service as the assistant surgeon of the N.C. Regiment.






