
EARLY SCHOOLS

The earliest school In this area, and probably the oldest in upstate SO,

was associated with Old Waxhaw Presbyterian church and dates back to 1756.

Robert Miller, who had long been a schoolmaster, was licensed as a minister

in Charleston in February 1756 but after charges made that he had violated the

7^ commandment, never practiced the ministry. However, it is recorded that

he taught Latin to John Wall who also was active in a militia company under

Capt. Andrew PIckens.

For certain, the second minister at Old Waxhaw, William Richardson,

did establish the Waxhaw Academy in 1759. For nearly a century a series of

ministers, or men educated at universities, trained a remarkable list of

outstanding men. Among those educated at the Waxhaw Academy were Pres.

Andrew Jackson, Gov. Stephen Miller, US senator and judge, William Smith, and

Rev. John Brown, who founded Franklin College, forerunner of the Univ. of

Georgia.

Academies established by churches were common but as early as 1770

the colony of South Carolina appropriated money for the education of the poor.

Usually the poor were not accepted by the academies but teachers (invariably

men) would often appear in communities and persuade non-poor families to send

their children to him. Tuition would be charged to supplement the state's

contribution. Instruction might take place in a home or in a roughly built log cabin.

Ebenezer Academy at Ebenezer A. R. P. church in Rock Hill, was started

in 1819. The peak years were 1821 -1881. Whether it was due to Ebenezer's fine






