{ A HISTORY OF CATAWBA BAPTIST CHURCH

Chapter 1: The First Twenty-Five Years
1790-1814

An accurate history of Catawba Baptist Church is very
difficult to achieve due to the lack of old church minutes. None
have 'been located for the first 156 years of the church's
exigtence. Some information about the early years is contained
in the minutes of the various associations with which Catawba has
been |affiliated. This information is statistical in nature and,
whille it helps some, does not give much information about the
individual members, or events in the church's life, etec. "A
Hister of Rock Hill Baptists," written by Rev. R. T. Marsh in
1909, gives us a little information. "South Carolina Baptists,"
by [Leah Townsend contains a short paragraph about Catawba.

The actual day the church was organized is not known. Rev.
Mansh states that the church was organized in June, 1792. His

soyrée for this date is not revealed. "South Carolina Baptists"
gives the date as 1790, and reference is made to this date in
"psplund's Register." Asplund was a "circuit-riding" preacher

who traveled about on horseback in the late 1700's preaching in
those churches who invited him., For several years, he printed a
1ist of the churches he found along with scanty information about
egch. His purpose in doing this was apparently to be of service
tq a people on the move who were looking for houses of worship in
tke’r new locations. In "Asplund's Register," printed in 1793, he
1isted Catawba as having been organized in 1790.

The problem with establishing the correct date was discussed
with Dr. Joe King in 1965. Dr. King was a professor of history at
Furman University at that time and had written a history of South

Carolina Baptists and repeated the same information. about Catawba




as Leah Townsend did in her book. Dr. King stated that the
earliest source is usually used by historians, and that since a
record had been made in 1793, three years after the fact, it
should be more accurate than a record of unknown origin given some
119 years later. For this reason the date 1790 is the date that
fits the criteria Dr. King gave.

History provides information about the times, both of events
in the new nation and in the development of religion. The
Carolina back country in the middle of the 18th century was the
home of many new developments in religion, The population grew
steadily after 1750, by movement inland from the coast, and by
migration overland from Pennsylvania, Virginia and North Carolina.
The new settlers were largely German, Scotch-Irish, and dissenting
English. The Scotch-Irish who settled the York County area of
South Carolina were mostly Presbyterian. It was from these
migrating groups that the new sects were born,

There were four types of Baptists in South Carolina: (1)
German and English Seventh-Day Baptists who differed in some
points, but agreed in believing that the seventh-day should be
celebrated as the Lord's Day; (2) German Baptists or Brethren,
generally called "Dunkers", who, with other peculiarities, held to
trine (three times) immersion from a kneeling posture and forward
bending of the body in the rite of Baptism; (3) Separate Baptists
from England who were the majority group. This group was
characterized by a stern insistence on profession of salvation
before baptism. They zealously carried out their religious
exercises of baptism, the Lord's Supper, laying on of hands,
washing feet, anointing the sick, right hand of fellowship, kiss
of charity and devoting children. Some are said to have
celebrated weekly communion; (4) "Regular" Baptists from the
coastal regions of South Carolina.

The Charleston Baptist Association, chiefly Regular Baptists,
was 1in contact with these early Baptist groups. Gradually the
different parties compromised their differences. These Baptist



groups at one time argued bitterly and spent much time in trying
to "enlighten" each other. It is thought that perhaps many of
their differences were settled in these "Scriptural Studies."
Once their differences began to melt away, they organized
themselves into churches.

Shortly after the churches were organized there is an almost
complete lack of knowledge of the back country of South Carolina
due to the intensity of the war waged in this section between
Loyalists and Revolutionists. The more aggressive Revolutionists
soon forced the Loyalists to choose flight, imprisonment, or
service in the army. Most of the fighting occurred around public
gathering places such as the early churches. Many churches were
damaged and some were destroyed. It has been said of this period
in the back country that "scarcely a day passed without some
fighting." The congregations were torn asunder by bitterness and
it was hard to preserve any form of religion when its spirit was
thus completely overwhelmed.

Soon after the war ended in 1781 many of the older Baptist
meetings were reconstituted, and with all the suddenness of
revival, new ones grew and flourished unrecorded. By 1790 Baptist
churches were joining together to form associations and although
"Separate™ and "Regular" tendencies still lingered, only the
designation "Baptist" remained.

It was in this setting that Catawba Baptist Church was born.
For years, possibly as far back as the war, a small group of
Christians had held regular preaching under a big oak tree, which
they called the 01d Field Church. No reason is known for this
name. The location was between present day Rock Hill and Catawba.
Later the 0Old Field Church began meeting in an old log house.
Three and one half miles west of Rock Hill was another
congregation known as Hickory Grove Baptist Church. There were
more Baptists at the 0ld Field Church, so the membership at
Hickory Grove united with the 01ld Field Church. The two
congregations organized as Catawba Baptist. Church in 1790.



Catawba was also referred to as Ellisons Creek Church and Catawba
River Church.

To place the founding of Catawba Baptist Church in
perspective with history; George Washington was president and the
seat of government was New York City. The population of the
United States was estimated at 3,929,214,

We have no records of the years 1791 and 1792, but in 1793
Catawba entered the Bethel Association with no pastor. It did
have a licensed preacher, Davis Collins. Bethel Associational
minutes lists John Robertson as messenger and stated that the
church had 27 members.

Catawba was a member of the Bethel Association from 1793
until 1845. This association apparently covered a large area of
the back country, the whole area northwest of Columbia, and the
neighboring parts of North Carolina.

Little is known of Davis Collins. He probably 1lived in
Bullocks Creek at the time he was pastor of Catawba. He was
active in the Charleston and Bethel Associations as late as 1803
when it was reported that he had retired and moved to North
Carolina. However, Bethel Associational minutes continued to list
him as pastor of Catawba until 1805. The "Flint Hill Church Book™"
mentions him in 1806 as being "appointed to labor for the
reconciliation of certain members and report next meeting." He
was never listed as pastor at Flint Hill, but in 1810 it was
mentioned that he preached there. He may have become a member of
that church after his retirement and move to North Carolina.

In 1794 Davis Collins was listed as pastor of Catawba instead
of its licensed minister. The Charleston Association Minutes
states he was ordained in 1793. John Robinson was listed as
messenger. The report from Catawba showed 3 baptized, 3 admitted
by letter, 2 dismissed, 2 died and a total membership of 29.

The delegates in 1795 were William Wright, Charles Brumfield
and Davis Collins, pastor. There were 2 additions by letter, 1
death and the membership was 29.



There were no delegates listed in 1796, The statistics
mention that Davis Collins was pastor and the church had 29
membﬁﬁs. The "Flint Hill Church Book" contains this notation:
"Thel Rev. John T. Rooker of Sugar Creek (later Flint Hill) spoke
at arawba occasionally. In May, 1796, he spoke so searchingly on
the | duty of a church to its minister as to cause one Brother
Bru
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field and other members of Catawba to complain to his church,
tpe matter was amicably adjusted."

Fn 1797 Collins was again listed as pastor and Charles
Brupmfield as messenger. There were 4 baptisms, 3 by letter, 1
dead jand the membership was 35.

William Reeves was the messenger to the Association in 1798.
ough Collins was still listed as pastor, he was absent from
meeting. There were 8 baptized, 2 by letter and one
ommunicated. The membership was 39.

Bethel Association minutes in 1799, list Collins as preacher,
tox Dyfon as messenger, 1 baptized, 2 by letter, 1 dismissed

38 members. There appears to have been a problem at Catawba
ause the "Flint Hill Church Book" states "Received from Catawba
rch a letter for assistance in their next conference.

inted brothers Rooker, Smith, McKinney, Hockaday and Pettus to
tend." Churches in that day did not hesitate to call on other

urches for assistance when there was disagreement among their
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mbers. The 1800 minutes of Bethel Association presents a clue
pout the problem at Catawba as the minutes say "Query from
tawba Church: Are the books that compose the 0ld and New
sFaments all of Divine revelation? The query was answered in
e affirmative." Apparently that settled the matter because in
t'Jse days, any matter of church dispute that could not be settled
in the church itself was referred to the association for
"elarification." The decision made there was usually accepted.
a?rix Difon (Mattox Dyfon) was the messenger that year and there
were 2 baptisms, 2 by letter, 2 excommunications for a total of 40

members.
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Catawba did not report in 1801, but the 1802 minutes gives
the following information: Davis Collins, preacher, Aaron Wood,
delegate, 4 baptized, 2 excluded with a total of 44 members.

In 1803 Collins was listed as preacher and Aaron Woods as
delegate. There were 11 baptized, 2 by letter, 2 restored, with a
total membership of 51. A great revival had taken place in the
up-country, according to Rev. M. C. Barnett in his "History of the
Broad River Association," and its peak was reached in 1802 and
1803. Perhaps this great revival was responsible for the increase
in the number of baptisms Catawba reported that year. The
Charleston Association Minutes records this information in 1803,
"Davis (Davies) Collins, an active minister, was ordained in 1793
and was for a time a beneficiary of the General Committee of
Charleston Association from which he retired in 1803 to study in
private owing to domestic concerns; he probably lived in North
Carolina.™"

The Charleston Baptist Association, due to petitions for the
"propagation and success of the Gospel among the Heathen" asked
Rev. Rooker of Sugar Creek to do this work. In 1802 Rooker agreed
to preach to the Catawba 1Indians and to investigate the
possibility of founding a school there. He began work in 1803
and a school was opened under his superintendence. Sugar Creek,
Six Mile, Hopewell and Catawba Churches were to receive these
"heathen converts" into their congregations.

The 1804 minutes for Bethel Association are missing and in
1805 the only report about Catawba was that Collins was pastor and
there were 54 members. In 1806 the minutes have this to say,
"Catawba sent no report but their numbers remained the same."

In 1804 the great western migration began and churches lost
many members. Perhaps this 1is why Catawba reported only 19
members in 1807. Zachariah Allen was named as Catawba's licensed
minister and Charles Brumfield was messenger. The 1808 Minutes
are missing.

Zachariah Allen-is listed as the licensed minister in 1809,
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les Brumfield, messenger; 2 by letter, 2 excommunications, 19
arr. The minutes for 1810 are missing.
The 1811 Bethel Associational Minutes gives this report,

"Catawba Church, having petitioned for a ministerial supply, it is

agre
have

d that John Rooker, T. Greer and T. Ray would supply. They
0 members. Charles Brumfield is messenger." The 1812 and

1811

inutes are missing. The 1814 minutes did not contain a

repart from the various churches.

the

During this first twenty-five years, the membership rose from
initial 27 members to a high of 54 members, then dropped to a

low|of 19 members in 1809. It had two pastors during this time.




Chapter 2: 1815-1839

For the years 1815, 1816, and 1817 we cannot locate any
statistiecs for Catawba since the minutes for the Bethel Baptist
Association, our only source for these earlier years, is missing.
In 1818, two delegates are named: William Wright and Thomas
Robertson. There were 2 baptisms, 1 excommunications and a total
of 26 members.

Let us digress here for a moment and say something about the
associational meetings themselves. They were nothing like those
we have today. Usually the meetings were in the summer months and
were held all day on Saturday and Sunday. On Saturday the
business of the body was taken care of and Sundays were given over
to singing and preaching. It was not unusual for them to report
5,000 people in attendance at the Sunday meetings. One such
meeting, in 1819, is described this way: "The Sabbath was employed
in exercise in public devotion. Five sermons were delivered - two
in the house and three at the stand, to a large and attentive
congregation, with apparent good results." Since the back country
was still sparsely populated, many of these people traveled great
distances and "camped out" at the site of the meetings. One of
our members, Thomas Robertson, who was a delegate that year, may
have been among those listening to all those sermons. In the
statisties for the churches that year, Catawba reported 2
baptisms, 1 excommunication and 26 members in 1819.

Thomas Robertson and William Wright were delegates in 1820.
The church reported 3 baptisms and had 30 members.

After several years without a pastor being mentioned, the
1821 minutes named Thomas Mayson (Mason) as pastor. Delegates
were William Wright, Benjamin Sansin and Thomas Mason. The church
gained 4 by baptism and 3 by letter, reported 1 death for a total
membership of 30. :

The South Carolina Baptist State Convention, = first in the



South,| was organized in 1821, but had a hard time convincing
assoc¢iations to join. Although the associations corresponded with
each |[other, they had not joined together in any joint efforts such
as mission work, education, ete. Most of these efforts were
handler by the Charleston Association and many churches saw the
State | Convention as Jjust an extension of the Charleston
Assopiation. The Baptist Associations, then in existence, had
resis?ed efforts from the Charleston Association to join them
makiné one huge association. They were jealous of their own
1iberdy and right to exist. Since the Revolutionary war they had
not [been saddled with civil oppression and saw no reason to create
an gppression of their own making.

'hey also felt that the independence of individual churches
woulld | be threatened and demand for money made. Baptists were not

accusitomed to giving much of their money to religious causes.
Preachers were underpaid or not paid at all and their churches
were |plain and inexpensive. Baptists in the back country were
slo n accepting new ideas and opportunities and were inclined to
stick with trusted and known leadership. Even though Bethel
AésazLational leaders did not recommend the State Convention to
its qember churches and did not become affiliated with that body
until much later, it did leave the matter of joining the State
Conjvention up to the local churches.

ISince Bethel Association covered such a large area, in 1822
it wés divided into four sections called Unions. The minutes for
1832 state "...proceeded to appoint the time and places for the
next| union meetings, first to meet at Catawba Church, York
diétrict on Friday, the 27th of December. Brother Marsh, the
Indian preacher was appointed to preach the missionary sermon and

if : he could not, brother Mason of Catawba Church was to preach."
We'have no way of knowing what type church building Catawba had at
this, time, but it must have been adequate for the associational
mepting.

The minutes further had this to say about Brother Marsh,



"Preaching commenced on the Lord's day at the stand by Brother
Marsh, an Indian preacher, here afforded the strongest evidences;
on the one hand a striking example of the fruit of missions, an
Indian from a heathen tribe, bowing at Immanuel's feet, with
humble and melting supplications, singing praises to redeeming
grace, and preaching the truth of the everlasting gospel, with
much zeal and wisdom, to the astonishment of thousands of
civilized and enlightened men; and on the other hand, improved by
doctrine, precept and argument, in a effective and impressive
manner by the discourse of Brother Rooker."

The statistics for Catawba that year shows W. Dedman as
delegate and Thomas Mason as pastor. There were 2 baptisms, 3 by
letter, 3 dismissals by letter, 2 deaths for a total membership of
31.

During these years church discipline of its members was a
matter of fact and, as evidenced by the statisties for the past
several years, Catawba took part. Offenses ranged from minor to
serious digressions: a person could be excommunicated if he missed
several church services consecutively, for stealing, gossiping,
cursing, drinking strong drink, and not behaving in a "holy"
manner, Undue harshness to slaves was another cause for
excommunication as well as mingling with people of other
denominations. Since almost all the churches had negro slaves as
members of their congregations they too could be excommunicated
for their "crimes" such as running away, gathering together as
forbidden by law, ete. These were the minor crimes. Adultery and
deserting one's mate (or divorce) seems to have been the major
crimes. The circular letter from the association to the churches
in 1822 was entitled "Letter on Church Discipline of the Primitive
Churches" and had this to say, "...a great part of our duty
consists in cultivating what is lovely, but this is not the whole
of it; we must prune as well as plant, if we would bear much fruit
and be Christ's disciples."

Apparently the Indian did preach the missionary sermon at
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Catawbla in 1823 because Thomas Mason, pastor at Catawba, was
appointed to preach the sermon for the following year. The
delegéte in 1823 was Peter Doty. The church reported 3 by
baptism, 3 by letter and a membership of 35. Catawba, along with
other[;hurches in the association, advocated closed communion
as favorably discussed in the circular letter that year.

In 1824, the statistics listed Thomas Mason as pastor, 4
baptjized, 2 dismissed, 2 excommunicated, 1 died and membership of
34, Fatawba was appointed to have the Union meeting in 1825 on
Friday, July 29th.

'he delegate in 1825 was William Ticer. Thomas Mason was
pasfjor, 1 baptized, 1 dismissed, 1 excommunicated, 1 died, with
membership of 31. For 1826, Thomas Mason was still listed as

which

pasfor but the church sent no other report.

Apparently Thomas Mason left Catawba sometime in 1826 or
1827., No pastor was mentioned for Catawba for 1827. One baptism
was|reported with one dismissal. There was a big decline in total

mempership which was listed as 20. There were two delegates to
the| association: Zadock Sturgis and James Wilson.
There was no representation at the 1828 meeting and no
stat}stical report. There was only this notation, "B. Kirby,
pagtor of Hopewell Church, Chester, SC, is supplying Catawba.
Prqaching held only on 2nd Sunday."

( 'In 1829 S. McCreary was listed as supply pastor. Delegates

wene James Wilson and Zadock Sturgis. Preaching was held on the
3r Sunday. The Union of the Eastern Section of Bethel
Asgociation was held at Catawba on the 5th Lord's Day in November,
1829,

S. McCreary was still supplying Catawba in 1830. Delegates
were Thomas Robertson and George Sturgis. Five baptisms were
reported and preaching was held on the 3rd Sunday. There was a
r%s%lution at the annual associational meeting to begin
encouraging sunday schools in the various churches.

I

- The membership was listed as 24 in 1831 with McCreary listed
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as supply pastor. Delegates were Thomas Robertson and George
Sturgis. The associational minutes for the year 1832 states that
the membership was 34, McCreary was supply pastor, and the letter
and minutes were by Elder J. Law from Catawba. In 1833 Catawba
sent no delegates and no letter or minutes. Minutes (statistics)
were sent in 1834 with no pastor listed. John Robertson and John
Sturgis were appointed delegates but did not attend the meeting.
The membership was listed as 21.

P. T. Hammond, pastor of Mount Zion Church, Chester, was
listed as supply pastor in 1835. The church had 21 members.
George Sturgis and Zadock Sturgis were appointed as messengers but
did not attend the meeting. There was no representation in 1836
and Catawba made no report to the association.

In 1837 the delegates were T. Robinson and George Sturgis.
P. T. Hammond was supply pastor. Fourteen were baptized, 1
received by letter, 2 dismissed, 1 died. There were 24 whites and
12 blacks for a total membership of 36. The address for the
church was listed as Coates Tavern Post Office. This is the first
time that Catawba separated its membership between whites and
blacks for the reporting although many churches had been doing
this for some time,.

On February 25, 1837, Alexander Fewell, for the sum of One
Dollar, deeded a tract of land to the church. This tract of land,
containing approximately two acres, was in the Indian Claim and
the church was to pay the Catawba Indians 6 1/4 cents yearly rent.
The church, under this deed, was to have the use and benefit of a
spring of water contiguous to the premises. George and Zadock
Sturgis were the Trustees for the Church. (A copy of this deed
has been reproduced at the back of this book. The original has
been placed in the History Room.) The plat drawn February 11,
1837, says "The above plat represents a piece of land granted by
Alexander Fewell to the Trustees of the Baptist Congregation for
the purpose of erecting thereon a meeting house..." This is the
first indication of plans to build a proper church building on the
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premises and was probably the church replaced in the 1920's.

'In 1838 the delegates of the Bethel Baptist Association were
Zado katurgis and John Pittman. P. T. Hammond was still supply
pastorn. There were 27 baptisms, 4 additions by letter, U
dismigsals, 1 death, 36 whites and 25 blacks for a total
membership of 61. There is this notation in the minutes of the

Etion "a majority of the churches composing this body report
not 14 favor of joining the State Baptist Convention." They did
not (1ist how each church voted so we don't know how Catawba stood
on this matter,

1?r 1839 the delegates were G. Sturgis and J. Bobbet.

assopri

Catawba had a new supply pastor, J. M. Thomas. There were 16
baptized, 1 received by letter, 12 dismissed, 1 excommunicated, 33
white; and 31 blacks with a total membership of 64. Preaching was
held on the 1st Sunday.

;armony Baptist Church was founded in 1839 by members of
Catawba. They celebrated their 150th anniversary in September,
1989.
his second twenty-five year period showed little growth for
Catjawba Baptist Church. It increased from 26 members to 64
mempers during this period and had four pastors, three of whom
were 'listed as "supply pastors." The area was now more populated
because the Catawba Indians had leased almost all of their lands
and were themselves traveling about in bands and camping where
thgy could with no real homes or lands that they had not rented
out., This situation led to large land holdings by those who could
afford the rent on Catawba lands. At the same time, it made

I;nary work with the Indians almost impossible and by 1839

miss

molt missionary work among them had ceased, at least for the time
being. Catawba was fortunate to find pastors willing to help and
hold church services once a month. The fire was still there, but

sm#ldering.

|
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Chapter 3: 1840-1864

In 1840 a treaty was made with the Catawba Indians to sell
their lands to the State of South Carolina. The Indians were to
be removed to a reservation in Haywood County, North Carolina.
When this plan fell through, the Indians were settled on a
reservation on the banks of the Catawba River., This event freed
land to be deeded to the whites as owners instead of leaseholders.
Alexander Fewell, who held the lease for the land surrounding
Catawba Baptist Church, sold 780 acres to Ira Ferguson. In the
midst of this 780 acres stood the 2 acres that the church had
leased from the Indians through Mr. Fewell.

William Perry, pastor at Hopewell Church, Chester, SC, was
listed as supply pastor at Catawba. The delegates to the
association that year were George Sturgis and Philliman Shurley.
The church reported 9 baptisms, 4 dismissals, 1 death, 34 whites,
34 blacks with a total membership of 68.

William Perry was still supply pastor in 1841. Zadock
Sturgis, Absalom Shurley and J. Bobbet were delegates to the
association. Two baptisms were reported, 1 dismissal, 1 death, 1
excommunication, 34 whites, 33 blacks with a total membership of
67.

In 1842 there was no representation or report to the
association. In this year Ira Ferguson deeded four acres of land
to the church which included the right of way two rods width down
to a spring for the purpose of a road and a small area surrounding
the spring. Catawba Church did not have this land surveyed until
1854 for recording.

This spring was important to the church as it was the place
where the baptismal services took place. From reports from those
who can remember when it was in use, a square area had been built
of boards to hold the water making a baptismal pool. Steps led

14



down| into the water and dressing rooms were built close to the
pool|for use of those being baptized. This spring was in use until
about H922 when a new building was erected with a baptismal pool.
At thﬁ present time, the cement on Highway 21 covers the site of
the pl
#he delegates to the association in 1843 were George Sturgis
and J? Bobbet. M. N. Strickland was listed as supply pastor.

d spring.

There;were 6 baptized, 2 received by letter, 1 died, 37 whites, 35
black?, with 72 total members.

n 1844 there was no pastor or supply pastor listed. P.
Shunley and W. Horn were the delegates and there were 11 baptized,
3 r%c ived by letter, 2 dismissed, 2 died, 44 whites, 40 blacks,
with ?4 total membership.

It has been said by some who heard it talked about, that the
blagks had a raised platform at the back of the church where they

sat| during church services. Most all churches had black members

as [they were forbidden the right of independent assembly. Often
blajck members declared they had the "gift", (called to preach
God';

the T?urch. If the church agreed that his gift seemed genuine, he

Word), and they were required to exercise that gift before

was| then examined by a group of ministers at the associational

meetings. Even if he was declared to have the gift and was given
permission to preach, he was still subject to his master as to
when, where and how often he could exercise his gift., If the
master happened to be a man who was not very religious, he could
pr vent the one who claimed the gift from preaching, but he could
be| called to account by the church and excommunicated for not
allowing the black man to preach. We do not know if Catawba ever
had a black preacher from its midst.

In 1845 George Sturgis and J. Bobbet, along with P. T.
Hammond, supply pastor, attended the Bethel Associational meeting.
C%Zwaa withdrew from the Bethel Association and joined the newly
crieated Salem Association as a charter member. The Salem
AJsiciation became affiliated with the State Baptist Convention
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that year. We do not know if this is the reason Catawba changed
associations. There were reports that some of the churches
associated with Bethel Association were in favor of joining the
State Convention, though the majority were not. Whatever the
circumstances, Catawba Baptist Church was now a part of the State
Baptist Convention. Catawba's report for that year showed 4
baptized, 3 received by letter, 1 died, 42 whites, 42 blacks, with
a total membership of 89.

Since 1840 relations between the Baptists in the North and
South had grown steadily worse, mainly over the question of
slavery. In clear violation of the Triennial Convention's stand
to remain neutral on the slaveholding question, the mission boards
continued adamant in their position not to appoint as missionary
anyone having slaves. When, after the 1844 convention, it was
clear no redress from the convention itself might be expected, the
Southern brethren returned home determined to take steps to form a
separate Baptist Convention in the Southern States. The South
Carolina State Baptist Convention sent delegates to a specially
called meeting at Edgefield on May 3, 1845, for the purpose of
inviting other state conventions to meet together to form a new
Convention., South Carolina Baptists were quick to stand firm
behind the idea and in December, 1845, the Southern Baptist
Convention was formed. Catawba Baptist Church, as a member of the
State Baptist Convention, became a charter member of the Southern
Baptist Convention.

The messengers to the Salem Association in 1846 were B. H.
Weathers and William Crosby. W. C. Owens was listed as supply
pastor., The church report 1 baptized, 1 dismissed, 39 whites and
18 blacks for a total membership of 57. These figures are
apparently in error since the membership the previous year was 89
and nothing is given to support this drop in membership. The
minutes also state that Catawba gave $3.00 for Domestic Missions
and $1.75 towards the printing of the associational minutes.

In 1847 delegates of the Salem Association were A. Robertson
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and J|. |Sturgis and M. N. Strickland was listed as supply pastor.
There were 2 additions by letter, 1 dismissal, 3 exclusions, 1
deathJ 46 whites, 39 blacks, with total membership of 85.
Preaching was held on the 1st Sunday in the month. Catawba
contnibuted $15.00 Home Missions, $5.17 Education, $2.00 minutes
and |i addition contributed $20.00 for the missionary
"col»o’teive". Although a modern day dictionary indicates this
word m?ans "a peddler in religious books," it's obvious from the
assocﬂational minutes that the missionary colporteur was a
forerunner of our modern day Associationl Missionary.

Jl. T. Jeter is listed as supply pastor for 1848 with A.
Robertson and J. R, Wear listed as messengers to the association.
A. Robinson is also listed as being a board member of the
associlation. The statistical report gives the following: $18.20
Homel Missions, $4.00 Foreign Missions, $1.25 minutes, 9 baptized,
1 dismissed, 3 excluded, 2 died, 52 whites, 34 blacks, 86 total
memhership. Preaching is on the 1st Sunday.

%n 1849 W. W. Rollings was supply pastor and preaching was
hglc %n the 1st Sunday. Catawba sent $15.00 for the support of
the| missionary colporteur. Delegates were A. Robinson and J.
Ben eF. Three were baptized, 2 dismissed, 3 died, 51 whites, 34
blagks, 85 total members.
ﬁhe Salem minutes for 1850 state, "Amount paid for the
publlication of the Charity Sermon - A. Robertson $2.00." It
canhot be determined if he paid this personally or if it was a
donaﬂion from the church. Donations for the church lists $15.00
for] the missions colporteur, $6.12 1/2 cents for Domestic
Missions, $5.00 for Indian Missions, and $1.50 for minutes. A.
Robjinson and Cephas Key were delegates. W. W. Rolling was supply
préacher and A. Robertson was a member of the Board. The church
reﬁorted 5 by letter, 3 died, 1 dismissed, 55 whites, 32 blacks,
making a total membership of 87.

| The following appears in the 1851 minutes of Salem
AsLociation "October 6 received and adopted the following report




from the committee: That the next meeting of this Association to
be held with the Catawba Church, York District, twenty miles N.E.
of Chesterville near the 0ld Nation Ford on Catawba River to begin
on Friday before the Lord's Day in October and that T. Ray preach
the introductory sermon." Delegates to the 1851 association were
A. Robertson and Cephas Key. Catawba reported 1 baptized, 1
restored, 1 excluded, 51 whites, 35 blacks, total 86 members.
Supply pastor was W. W. Rollings with preaching on the 1st and 3rd
Sundays. C. Key was a member of the board. Catawba is listed as
contributing $5.00 for Domestic Missions, $15.00 for associational
purposes and $1.50 for minutes.

In 1852 the Salem Association met at Catawba Baptist Church.
Delegates were G. Sturgis and C. J. Key. The church reported 4
deaths, 51 whites, 32 blacks, 83 total members. W. W. Rollings
was supply pastor. Preaching was held on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.
The church gave $5.00 for Domestic Missions, $15.00 for
associational purposes and $1.50 for minutes.

To again put the churchs' history in relation to history
elsewhere, it was also in this year the City of Rock Hill was
incorporated. The future of the United States seemed neither
bright nor promising. Social and economic unrest was the rule and
the differences in attitudes between the North and South over
slavery were fermenting. Franklin Pierce was elected President of
the United States and the gold rush to California was at its peak.
Although Rock Hill was now officially a town, it had almost no
inhabitants. Lots had been laid off and were for sale for people
to start businesses on Main Street and Black Street which were
only about two blocks long. It is interesting to note that Ira
Ferguson, who deeded four acres to Catawba Baptist Church, was the
first person to purchase a lot in the new town. The nature of the
business he intended to establish is not given.

J. A, Hill was listed as pastor of Catawba Baptist Church in
1853. Delegates to the Salem Association were J. A. Hill, A.
Robinson and C. J. Key. J. A. Hill was on the board of the
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assogiation. Preaching was held on the 1sr and 3rd Sundays. The
churgh|gave $10.00 for missions: $2.83 1/3 for Domestic Missions,
$2.83 1/3 for Foreign Missions and $2.83 1/3 for Education.

The report to the association in 1854 gives this information:

"The Weport of the committee on obituaries was submitted and
adopted. Our beloved brother, Philemon Shurley, a deacon in
Catayba Baptist Church are no more."™ Although the church probably
had déacons from its very beginning, this is the first reference
we haie to one of their names. The delegates to the convention
were f. A. Hill, pastor, A. Robinson, C. J. Key, and H. Sturgis.

The | church reported 33 baptized, 3 received by letter, 1

dismissed, 1 restored, 1 excluded, 74 whites, 36 blacks with a
total membership of 111. This is the largest number of baptisms
repgrted in one year so far. The church must have had a revival.
Alsq, (this is the first time the membership went over 100 persons.
At this time, the church had been in existence for 64 years. It
had| Lord's day preaching on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. The
contributions from the church show $10.00 for Domestic Missions,
65 eents for African Missions, $10.00 for Home Missions and $2.32
for| minutes. These contributions were the ones made to the
asspciation and do not reflect total amount of offerings given by
the| church members.
’In 1855 the delegates to Salem Association were A. Robinson,
H. [F{ Broach, J. Hart, and J. A, Hill, pastor. There were 12
baptized, U4 received by letter, 4 dismissed, 1 excluded, 1 died,
79 (whites, 45 blacks with a grand total of 124 members. J. A.
Hill and J. Hart served on the board for the association.
Contributions were $11.92 1/2 Foreign Missions, $11.92 1/2 Home
ions, $2.50 minutes - a total of $26.35.

Delegates in 1856 were J. A. Hill, pastor, A. Robertson, H.
F. Broach and J. Hart. There were 13 baptized, 2 died, 2
dismissed, 48 whites, 35 blacks with a total membership of 83.
ThF total membership reported here is apparently in error, as the

Migs

yepr before there were 124 members and for the next year 123
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total. The statistiecs give no account of that many members being
lost through transfer or death or any other way. Preaching was
held on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. J. A. Hill, J. Hart and A.
Robinson served on the board for the association. Catawba's
contributions were $10.00 Domestic Missions, $50.00 Bible cause,
paid to the Bible Society of the church, $15.00 associational
causes, $5.00 Home Missions, $1.25 associational minutes, $1.00
convention minutes, for a total of $82.25.

In 1857 the Salem Associational minutes has this item, "We
find in the letter from Catawba Church a suggestion that this body
recommend to the churches the adoption of some plan which will be
more effectual in calling the various gifts of the churches, for
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ. In the mind of your
committee, this is a subject of vital importance, to which Jjustice
cannot be done in the short space allowed to the report of a
committee., We therefore recommend that this be the subject of the
next circular letter... We find it impracticable in the present
state of our finances to continue the services of a missionary
colporteur. We recommend therefore, that the association be
divided into sections, which shall be supplied with missionary
labor by ministers of the association."

Catawba was placed in the third section of the association
with these other churches: Sardis, Harmony, Hopewell, Chester,
Brushey Fork and Cool Branch.

Delegates to the Salem Association in 1857 were J. A. Hill,
pastor, C. J. Key, and A. Robertson. There were 5 baptized, 1
received by letter, 4 excluded, 80 whites, 43 blacks, for a total
of 123 members. Preaching was on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. The
church contributed $10.00 Home Missions, $2.00 associational
minutes and $1.15 convention minutes, a total of $13.15.,

In 1858 J. A. Hill was listed as pastor and the other
delegates to the association were J. Hart, C. J. Key and D. F.
Schooley. Three baptisms were reported and a total membership of
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123. Under contributions there was this note: "Amounts
appropriated to the support of J. T. Gwinn - someone at Catawba
Churgh sent $10.00." (Jo. T. Gwinn was preparing for the
ministry). Other gifts were $11.00 Home Missions, $30.00
Educ tEon, $2.00 associational minutes, $1.00 convention minutes,
for total of $44.00. Preaching was held on the 1st and 3rd
Sundayis.

No delegates or money was sent to the association in 1859.

There 'was no pastor or supply pastor mentioned. Membership was
listed as 80 whites and 43 blacks for a total of 123.

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary began its first session
on Qctober 3, 1859, in Greenville, SC. It was later moved to
Louisville, Kentucky in 1877, but one of the later pastors of
Catgwba, Rev. Edwards, graduated from this seminary while it was
locgted at Greenville.

The Civil War began in 1860 and life was greatly altered for
South Carolina Baptists. Scarcity of commodities brought
deprivation and hardship to families and churches. Confederate
currency became less and less valuable until churches as well as
indLvEduals were left financially destitute. In addition to the
thousands of sons they gave to the front lines, churches gave
their pastors to serve as chaplains. Also, South Carolina
Bapt{sts joined others in distributing to soldiers thousands of

Bibges, tracts and hymnals.

Closer to home, the grounds at Catawba Baptist Church were
used for drilling purposes by the boys joining the Confederacy
af eJ the bombardment of Fort Sumter. It's quite possible that
sone of the young men drilling on the church grounds were members
hene|as the last names shown on the muster lists are the same last
names appearing as delegates or known to have been names of
fawilies living within reach of Catawba Church.

That the church was suffering during this time we have only
to r]fer to the minutes of Salem Association where this report was

giben: "Catawba reports a want of prosperity and a failure to
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secure the regular ministration of the Word." P. Nicholson was
supplying the church as pastor but services were now held only
once a month on the 3rd Sunday. Delegates were D. F. Schooley and
T. Sparks. There were 80 whites, 43 blacks for a total membership
of 123. Contributions were $4.11 Foreign Missions, $4.11 Domestic
Missions, $1.00 African missions, $4.13 Ministerial Education,
$2.00 associational minutes, $9.00 Bible use, a total of $22.37.

In 1861 it was reported that "Catawba reports an interesting
series of meetings and some accessions." $19.55 was given for
ministerial education and $2.50 for associational minutes, for a
total of $22.05. There were 7 baptisms, 3 dismissals, 2 deaths,
53 whites and 18 blacks for a total of 71 members. Delegates were
D. F. Schooley and J. Sturgis. J. S. Croston was supply pastor
with preaching again twice a month on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.

In 1862 the Digest of Letters for Salem Association gives
this news "Catawba reports the faithful preaching of the Word, an
interesting Sabbath School, and the church in a revived and
growing condition." This is the first mention of a Sunday School
at Catawba. It seems that with the Civil War raging, people in
the churches experienced a new zeal for all opportunities. Prayer
Sessions for the soldiers were held in most churches during this
time,. The record on contributions also shows that churches were
responding to pleas for help in the war effort. This year Catawba
gave $8.50 for associational purposes, $8.50 for S. C. Hospitals
in Virginia, $1.00 for convention minutes, $2.00 for associational
minutes for a total of $20.00. Delegates were A. Robertson and G.
Sturgis. The church baptized 4. There were 57 whites, 18 blacks
for a total of 75 members.

Although later years show an increase again in the number of
black members, the past two years show only 18 blacks as members.
Many blacks had run away to the North, and others were prevented
from attending any gatherings, even church, by their white owners.
Still others were afraid to go about for fear of running into
soldiers no matter which side they were fighting on. We don't
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w| exactly what the situation was in the Catawba Church

community to cause the drop in the black membership.
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In 1863 Salem Association combined with the Columbia
ociation and ceased to exist under that name. A new
ociation was formed called the Fairfield Association and
aw?a was dismissed from the old Salem Association to the
rf}eld Association. The Fairfield Association had no
tistical report from Catawba for this year, but did list A,
erqson and L. Golden, supply pastor, as messengers.

The Fairfield Associational Minutes for the year 1864 carried

figsties for Sunday Schools. This is the report Catawba gave:

"OrTa ized in 1862, 12 months kept up, 10 teachers during the
yeal

s 10 number of present teachers, 10 average attendance of

teaghlers, 60 number of scholars, 40 average attendance of
scholars, 1 conversion during the year, 30 books in the library."
The| contributions for the year: $80.00 for soldiers, $13.00
minutes, total $93.00. Messenger was W. O. Henkel. The church
repprted 12 baptisms, 4 by letter, 1 restoration, 80 whites and U6
blapkis, for a total membership of 126. L. Golden was listed as

Suppﬁ
firs

ass
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y pastor., The church clerk was W, C. Henkel and this is the
time a church clerk has been named.
’This third twenty-five year period shows an increase in

o¢iational membership. Because of the Civil War, times were

becially hard, both for the church and its members. Even so,

r
pgress had been made despite the hardships during this period.

churih membership, a Sunday School organized and another change in
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CHAPTER 4: 1865 - 1889

The Civil War ended on May 10, 1865. The despair felt by the
people in the South was profound. When the horrible news of the
surrender arrived, the YORKVILLE ENQUIRER ran this editorial:
"Never perhaps has calamity fallen upon a nation so quickly and
unexpectedly, as that which now enthralls the people of the South.
Immeasurable in its depth - unparalleled in its extremity - and
the limitless so far as human vision can penetrate, the mind
cannot yet conceive the full weight of misfortune that is ours.
We are a conquered and degraded people - without rights,
privileges or property, except such as Military Governors may
allow us as conquered provinces. These are painful admissions.
Men still breath and move, but the affairs of men are as
completely paralyzed in death, as the human body when the soul has
departed it...We must confess ourselves responsible for the
result. We did not exhibit the fortitude and endurance necessary
to achieve the great results we had in view. We were tired of war
and were willing to sacrifice honor and national character for
peace..."

In Rock Hill telegraph wires had been cut, mail was
suspended, and large sections of the railway had been destroyed.
The only news came from the soldiers who were straggling home from
the battlefields. Transportation was by foot or on horseback. A
struggle for the barest existence began. People were spiritually
and physically exhausted. Much property was in ruins, confederate
currency was worth nothing and very few had Federal money by then.
But the greatest loss was the sacrifice of manpower. Eventually
71,000 South Carolina men, over and under age for military
service, had joined the cause and the state lost 12,922 of its
citizens on the battlefields. This was 23 per cent of the arms
bearing population, a sacrifice greater than any other state when

comrared to the 10% average loss by the states of the Confederacy.
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These were actual or potential breadwinners and most women in that
day were not accustomed to the pursuit of gainful employment. The
consequences were tragic.

The negro population by this time was greater in number than
the white population. The Ku Klux Klan was organized mostly to
show negroes that the whites were organized. The Northern
governors had created a Negro Militia and armed them. Such an
action naturally alarmed the white population. For many years
after the war, trouble between these two groups were a source of
concern and fear. Eventually the United States Government sent
Federal troops into York County to bring order. President Grant
had named nine rebellious counties in South Carolina in which a
state of lawlessness and terror existed. York County was one of
the counties named. In Rock Hill alone 195 men were arrested and
sent to prison in Columbia, and many others lived in daily fear of
arrest. Eventually order was restored when the carpetbaggers and
Federal Governors left the South.

Despite all this hardship and the unsettling state of
affairs, the churches continued to grow and many still had black
members on their rolls. Many of the blacks had elected to remain
with the white families who had owned them before they were set
free and still accompanied them to church.

In 1865, the year the war ended, Catawba sent no report or
delegates to the Fairfield Association. It seems very few
churches did. Perhaps the hardships and bitter disappointment at
the way the war had ended were the uppermost thoughts in their
minds instead of the affairs of the Association. The fear of
traveling away from home and the lack of everyday necessities may
also have played a part.

However, in 1866 Catawba did report. The minutes state
"Catawba are living in peace and harmony (among themselves) and
have had some accession and have a growing interest in Sunday
School." P. Nicholson was supply pastor but there were no

delegates. The church gave $14.00 for Associational purposes,
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$3.50 for minutes, for a total of $17.50. The church baptized 10,
1 received by letter, 8 dismissed, 1 died, 85 whites, 44 blacks,
making a total membership of 129. J. Clark was listed as clerk.

There was no report to the Fairfield Association in 1867.
From his history of "Rock Hill Baptists", Rev. Marsh makes the
statement " A. L. Stough came to Sugar Creek Church around 1867
and spoke at Catawba and Harmony churches occasionally."

The Fairfield Association held their meeting in 1868 on
September 11-13th. Catawba sent J. R. Hart and J. W. Sturgis as
delegates. The statistical report shows 2 baptized, 2 dismissed,
2 died, 80 whites, 44 blacks, for a total of 129 members.
Preaching was held on the 1st Sunday and P. Nicholson was listed
as supply pastor. The church clerk was John Hart. At this
meeting, Catawba asked to be dismissed from the Fairfield
Association to the newly formed York Baptist Association.

When the York Baptist Association met October 17, 1868, we
find the following, "Letters from...and Catawba were presented
which were received with the delegates constituting said churches
as members of this body." Messengers appointed were W. J. Warren,
Joseph Featherston and P. Nicholson, supply pastor. Catawba
contributed $3.00 for minutes and 75 cents for associational
purposes.

In 1869 the delegates to the York Baptist Association were D.
F. Schooley and W. O. Hinkle. P. Nicholson was supply pastor,
Preaching was held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. The church
reported that 2 had been dismissed from its membership, leaving a
total of 118 members.

The following report was given in 1870: "Delegates: John
Sturgis and J. W. Sturgis. Elders J. M. Garrison and J. M.
Thrnburg were appointed corresponding messengers from Catawba.
Elder J. C. Burge was appointed agent in obtaining subscriptions
to the "Working Christian" from Catawba. Elder J. C. Burge was
appointed agent to solicit bonds and subscriptions for the Furman
University. The great importance of Sunday Schools we fear is not
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sufficliently regarded by the churches of this association.
Harm¢ny, Yorkville, Sugar Creek (Flint Hill), Pleasant Valley,
Catagba and Union all report schools, some of which are
encouqaging. A letter by Elder P. Nicholson to the members
present recommended Elder M. H. Leavel as a man to be employed as
your| missionary for this year. The field of labor was Mill Creek,
Rock| Hill and Catawba churches. York Association agreed to pay
him for his service as missionary during the year of $600.00. On
the fﬂrst Lord's Day in March pursuant to a call of the chairman,
the |board met at Rock Hill, for the purpose of giving your
missi?nary further instructions in regard to his field of 1labor.
As CGatawba had obtained a supply, this point was no longer to be
occypied as missionary ground. The Committee on Time and Place of

the
Lorq'
Burge. Catawba continued to have preaching on the 2nd and 4th
3., Church clerk was G. W. Sturgis. The church reported 20

nexy meeting, report the next meeting of this body to be held with
éLtawba Church, to commence on Saturday before the fourth

T Day, October next." The supply pastor was listed as J. C.

Sunda
baptized, 1 received by letter, 4 dismissed and 1 died, with a
total membership of 123. Rev. J. C. Burge was the founder of
York First Baptist Church in 1866.

As scheduled, the York Baptist Association was "held at

N

Catawba meeting house." Representatives were J. Sturgis, D. F.
Schkoley and J. Hart. Catawba contributed $3.00 minutes, $90.00
Pastor's salary, $20.00 Foreign Missions, $10.00 associational
expenses. There were 4 baptized, 2 received by letter, 1
di m‘ssed, 1 died, for a total of 96 members. Lord's day
preaching was held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. Supply pastor was
J. CT Burge. The church clerk was listed as G. W. Sturgis.

[It apparently was not the custom of the York Baptist
Assopiation to list membership separately as "whites"™ and "blacks"
because from the time Catawba entered the York Baptist Association
thly were no longer listed separately, if indeed there were still
bchk members. It could be that the blacks, about this time, left
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the church, We have no records to indicate when the black members
actually left or what churches they associated with. The decline
in total membership from 1868 to 1871 was 33 people and the
statistics on baptisms, dismissals, etc. does not substantiate the
loss.

In 1872 the delegates to York Baptist Association were P.
Ferguson, H. L. Hart, Samuel Sturgis, and J. C. Burge, supply
pastor. Catawba's report: $1.00 for minutes, $80.00 for Pastor's
salary, 1 baptized, 1 received by letter, 1 dismissed, 5 excluded,
for a total of 91 members; church clerk, G. W. Sturgis. Rev,
Burge was asked to preach once a month on Sunday at Baptist
services in Rock Hill to be held in the Presbyterian Church.

Delegates in 1873 were J. C. Locke, J. M. Sturgis, and Z. W.
Sturgis. $45.00 was given for Foreign Missions, $80.00 for
Pastor's salary, $75.00 for incidental expense, for a $200.00
total. Lord's Day preaching was held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays
by J. C. Burge, supply pastor. Church Clerk was G. W. Sturgis.

G. W. Sturgis and John W. Sturgis were the delegates in 1874.
The minutes of the association give this report, "Agents appointed
from each church to obtain bonds for Furman University. J. C.
Burge, and G. W. Sturgis were appointed from Catawba. Catawba
reports a small accession by baptism, they continue the services
of their beloved pastor for half of his time. The statistics of
contributions are not given in full: they have contributed for
Foreign Missions $45.00, no funds reported for Domestic Missions."
The statistics shows 3 baptized, 1 received, 7 dismissed, 1 died,
for a total of 65 members. Preaching was still on the 2nd and i4th
Sundays and the pastor's salary was shown as $150.00. G. W.
Sturgis was listed as church clerk.

In 1875 the delegates were D. F. Schooley and W. C. Schooley.
The report on churches states "Catawba has had the gospel preached
regularly this year by their pastor, J. C. Burge. There has been
a small decrease of membership in their midst, their contributions
are not rébbrted in full. They continue their support of Foreign
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Missiojs to the amount of $35.50; $2.00 minutes, $150.00 pastor's
salary} total $187.50." There were 3 dismissed, 15 males, 61
femaleg, for a total of 76 members. Church services were held on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays.

For this year, and for several years hereafter, the
membership was divided between males and females, That there were
so many more females than males should not be surprising at this
time s#nce the Civil War had been over for only ten years and the
male pppulation had been greatly reduced.

The minutes of the York Baptist Association for 1876 are not
available as apparently no copy survived.

In 1877 the delegates were D. F. Schooley, W. C. Schooley and
G. W. [Dease, "Catawba has been favored with the preaching of the
gospel this year. They have had no revival in their midst, their
prospects for the future are favorable." The financial report
gives |[the following: $4.00 minutes, $25.00 State Missions $150.00
Pastor's salary, $100.00 incidental expenses, $279.00 total.
Thene were 6 dismissals, 1 death, 29 males, 64 females for a total
memfership of 93. Preaching is held on the 2nd Sunday by J. F.
Tay]o;, supply pastor. J. C. Schooley was listed as church clerk.

The |[Association met at Catawba.

#. H. Edwards, J. A. Knox, and G. W. Dease were messengers to
the|Association for the year 1878. I. M. Hilderbrand from Catawba
Church was appointed messenger to corresponding associations. The
repbrt on churches stated that "Catawba has been destitute of
preaching the first part of the year, but having obtained the
servilces of a highly esteemed minister and his labors having been

gr a?ly blest, the church has been revived. An addition to

me jrship, Sunday School re-organized and prospects encouraging."
H

J.
clerg. $3.00 was given to the association for the printing of

. Edwards was the new pastor. J. C. Schooley was church

minutes. The statistical report shows 8 baptized, and the total
membership was 101 with 32 males and 69 females. Worship services
had again been increased to two per month on the 1st and 3rd
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Sundays.

In 1867, it had been reported that there was only one Baptist
living in the new town of Rock Hill. Apparently other Baptist
moved in as the town grew in population. From the "History of
Rock Hill Baptist"™ we have this report: "In 1878 the question of
establishing a mission at Rock Hill was thoroughly discussed and
decided by a conference at Harmony Church and A. W. Lamar,
Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer of the State Board of
Mission. The agreement at that conference was that Harmony should
select some suitable young man (acceptable to the board) who
should reside at Rock Hill. The salary was fixed at $600.00;
Harmony to have half time and pay half salary, Rock Hill and
Catawba were to have half time and pay $100.00 each, and the State
Board was to pay $100.00 making the salary from the two $300.00.
Rev. W. D. Thomasson, who was then moderator of the York Baptist
Association, says that he and W. E. Waters and Zadock Smith,
members of the Executive Board of the Association, met in Catawba
Baptist Church and recommended this work to the State Board.

"Rev, J. H. Edwards, graduate and Greek tutor in Columbia
University, Washington, D.C., came to serve Catawba and Harmony.
With intelligence and tact he went to work. On November 3, 1878,
the First Baptist Church of Rock Hill was organized. Rev. Edwards
became their first pastor. Since he had three churches now, the
following agreement was reached - he would give Harmony two
Sundays, the church paying $300.00, Catawba one Sunday morning and
one afternoon or evening. The Board offered to give $50.00 at
Catawba and $50.00 at Rock Hill on condition that each of those
churches would pay $100.00 each making the other $300.00 in
salary. Catawba, which was four miles away, also helped by
giving a number of members to the new church.

"After a sermon by Dr., A. W. Lamar, a council was called
consisting of Revs. A, W. Lamar and J. H. Edwards, and Thomas
Garrison, George W. Dease, and J. W. Sturgis, all deacons at
Catawba Baptist Church, and twenty members came in on the day of
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orgarilation."

In 1879 the Association minutes listed J. H. Edwards as
pastor and J. C. Schooley as church clerk. There were 89 members
and oréaohing was held on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. The pastor's
salary/ was listed as $112.25.

In 1880 S. C. Sturgis was listed as delegate to the
assopilation and A. J. McCoy was listed as supply pastor. Catawba
had bﬁen saddened by the death of former pastor J. C. Burge. They
reported Sunday School membership as 67 but there were no further
repor#s.

inother item of interest taken from "History of Rock Hill
Baptiists™ by R. T. Marsh: "Brother R. W. Sanders tells that he
helped Pastor Edwards in meetings at Rock Hill and Catawba

Chu cAes. He says of a meeting at Catawba, I shall never forget
the J
afternoon at that meeting on our way to Brother Allen's. We were

errifie and drenching thunderstorm he and I were in one

soaked, and even our horse seemed almost to strangle. Mrs. Allen
furpished us dry clothes that fitted us most awkwardly till we
coulld dry our own and put them on again. "Dock" (so I called
Edwards) and I had our fun, off in a room to ourselves late that

afternoon, as we wore the ill1 fitting borrowed garments, waiting

for| our own to get dry."
'In 1881 A. J. McCoy is listed as pastor at Catawba. The
st t#stical report to the association shows 3 baptized, 2 received

by |letter, 2 dismissed, 1 restored, 6 excluded, 2 died, 21 males,
43 fémales, with a total membership of 64. Preaching was on the
2nd and 4th Sundays. The pastor's salary was $49.00 a year,.
Church clerk was S. C. Sturgis.

J. J. McLendon was listed as supply pastor in 1882 and the

de}e#ates to the association were J. Z. Allen and W. P. Locke.
There were 2 baptized, 2 received by letter, 2 restored, 1 died,
20 males, 44 females for a total membership of 64. S. C. Sturgis
waf church clerk.

These statistic were given for 1882: Delegates were J. Z.
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Allen and W. P. Locke. Baptized 2, received by letter 2, restored
2, dismissed 2, 1 died. 20 Males, 44 females, 64 total members,
Supply pastor was J. J. McLendon and S. C. Sturgis was church
clerk.

G. W. Dease and W. P. Locke were the delegates in 1883.
Supply pastor was D. W. Thomasson. W. P. Locke was church clerk
and membership was reported as 62. The report on churches states
"(Catawba) has been regularly supplied by their much esteemed
pastor once a month. They feel encouraged and they are making
some progress in the cause of Christ. Sunday School decreased by
2, contributions doubled, hopeful for future progress."

In 1884 the messengers to the York Baptist Association were
S. J. Sturgis and W. P, Locke. The Digest of Letters (report
given by members of a board who inspect the churches) states
"(Catawba) supplied only part of the year; no Sunday School; no
progress perceptible; have a systematic plan for contributions;
amount not reported." However the financial report submitted by
church clerk, W. P. Locke show contributions as follows: State
Mission $4.10, Minutes $1.25, Pastor's salary $60.00, Furman
University $2.25. One member was dismissed during the year and
church membership was listed as 52. A. P. Pugh was supply pastor
who held services on the 3rd Sunday. Rev. Pugh was from
Mississippi. He came to Rock Hill and pastored The First Baptist
Church for two years, then returned to Mississippi. At this
meeting, W. P. Locke was appointed as a messenger to the State
Convention.

The Digest of Letters for the Association for 1885 contains
this report on the state of Catawba church: "Catawba was
clasgsified as destitute and was asked by Association just what it
could pay toward a State worker to help out in the Association.
$100.00 was amount Catawba gave (yearly figure). Catawba
otherwise did not report."

The 1886 delegate was S. J. Sturgis. From the Digest of
Letters, we have this report: "Much revived, and self-sustaining;
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a few of the members are striving for better things."™ Sunday
School has 2 teachers and 25 enrolled with average attendance of
15. Church membership was given as 44, J. K. Faulkner was listed
as pastor and the church clerk was W. M. Collins.

In 1887 we have this report: "Delegates: C. P. Locke, J. A.
Garrison and J. W. Sturgis. Catawba working slowly but making
sure progress. Three Sunday School teachers, 18 enrolled with
average attendance of 12. Total membership, 49. Preaching 2nd
Sunday. J. K. Faulkner, pastor. J. A. Garrison, Clerk. $150.00
pastor's salary."

The minutes for 1888 are missing and Catawba gave no report
in 1889.

This twenty-five year period saw the church membership drop
from a high in 1866 of 129 to 49 members in 1887, a loss of some
80 people. However, many of these were the black slaves who
formed churches of their own. This twenty-five year period also
saw Catawba working with other churches to organize the First
Baptist Church in Rock Hill and losing some members to that
church. The church had nine pastors during this period.
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Chapter 5: 1890 - 1914

By 1890 many new developments had occurred in the Nation and
in Rock Hill. Benjamin Harrison was serving as President of the
United States and Grover Cleveland would be elected President in
1392,

The population in Rock Hill in 1890 was estimated at about
5,000, It had a police department, fire department, two schools,
eight saloons, telephones (there was even a telephone placed along
the railroad at a persons house at a point called Lesslie so
people in the area could call the doctor), electric lights (though
none yet in rural areas), two newspapers and a textile plant.
Three years later, in 1893, Winthrop College would be moved from
Columbia to Rock Hill,

Baptists were making headway in the state of South Carolina.
There were now 30 associations, 382 ordained ministers, 786
churches with a total membership of 78,210, 566 Sunday Schools
with an enrollment of 35,621. This growth was miraculous since it
took place in the terrible upheaval following the Civil War. Now,
with only ten years to go before the end of the century, Baptists
were ready to advance as never before. New churches were being
organized at the rate of about twenty per year and many new church
buildings were under construction.

In 1890, the Digest of Letters to the Association has this to
say about Catawba, "reports bright prospect for future, with an
increase in Sunday School." The total membership was still 49 and
V., I. Masters was pastor. J. A. Garrison was church clerk and W.
H. Kidd was a delegate to the association. Sunday School
enrollment was 34 with 20 average attendance. Steel Boyd was
Sunday School Superintendent. This is the first time we have the
name of the Sunday School Superintendent.

Rev., V. I. Masters served the church one year but later
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served as Editorial Secretary of the Home Mission Boari in
Atlanta.

In 1891, the delegates to the Association were 3. J. Sturgis,
J. A. Garrison and J. W. Sturgis. Catawba gave $100.00 to the
Furman Memorial Fund. There were 36 Sunday School members and the
total membership of the church was 50. Rev, P. J. Osborne was the
pastor.

Catawba made no report to the association in 1892, 1893 and
1894.

In 1895 the York Association was divided into four sections,
called Institutes, to "increase the knowledge and zeal of our
brethren in missions, education and all the work developing upon
our churches. The institutes are to be held every 5th Sunday in
order, including the Friday and Saturday before." Catawba was in
the 4th group with Flint Hill, Fort Mill, and Pleasant Valley.
The report on the Digest of Letters state, "(Catawba) seems to be
taking on a new zeal for the Master. While they have not as yet
had a meeting, they are expecting one soon. Have a splendid
Sunday School." The Financial reports states that 25 cents was
given for minutes, $2.90 for State Missions, $3.15 for Foreign
Missions, $6.40 for Home Missions, Pastor's salary $53.75 and
Sunday School collections of $3.80, for a total of $70.25. The
statistical report shows 1 member dismissed, membership 55, Pastor
H. R. Mosley, Clerk, J. C. Locke, Sunday School officers and
teachers 2, average Sunday School attendance 30 with an enrollment
of 30, Sunday School Superintendent, J. J. White.

The delegate to the York Baptist Association in 1896 was J.
E. Herring who was also supply pastor. The Digest of Letters
states "Catawba has more than doubled her contributions for
benevolences and her membership has increased by 5." The
Financial Report: $1.00 Minutes, $1.85 State Missions, $3.13
Foreign Missions, $5.00 Orphanages, $1.00 visiting minister,
$150,00 Pastor's salary, $1.00 Ministerial Education, $1.19 Aged
Ministers. The statisties show 4 by baptized, 2 received by
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letter, 1 restored, 2 lost by letter, total membership 51. Church
Clerk was J. C. Locke.

In 1897 the Associational Minutes states "Catawba not
represented by 1letter and no delegates. Statistics known:
Membership 50, church seating capacity 250, value church property
$600.00, officers and teachers in Sunday School 4, Sunday School
enrollment 34, Clerk - W. G. Locke. Pastor, John D. Robertson."

In 1898, the only information given is that John D. Robertson
was pastor and there were 50 church members.

The York Baptist Association met at Catawba in 1899.
Delegates were R. H. Carter and D. C. Sturgis. The Financial
Report: $105.00 Pastor's salary, $85.00 home expenses, $10.00
State Missions, $5.00 Home Missions, $2.50 Education, $8.36 Aged
Ministers, $15.43 other, $2.00 minutes, Total $233.19. The
statistics: Membership 54, seating capacity 300, value church
property $800.00, Sunday School Officers and Teachers 7, Sunday
School enrollment 37, WMU President, Mrs. L. L. Garrison, WMU
Secretary, Miss 0. L. Thomasson. This is the first mention of a
WMU being at Catawba Baptist Church.

Rev. John D. Robertson came to First Baptist Church as pastor
in 1897 and preached at Catawba in the afternoons. Rev. Marsh, in
his book "History of Rock Hill Baptists" gives the following
report: "He (Rev. Robertson) was a strong man and did a good work
in his churches and had a large hold on the people because of his
public spirit. He was greatly beloved by his churches, who felt
that nothing short of a calamity had befallen them when on August
4, 1899, after a little more than two years of service, while
visiting friends in Kentucky, he was taken suddenly ill with
appendicitis and died after the operation." There was a community
memorial service for him at First Baptist Church which coincided
in time with his funeral service in his home city of Statesville,
North Carolina.

In 1900 the delegates to the Association were D. C. Sturgis
and J. C. Clark.  The financial report: associational minutes
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$2.00,| Pastor's salary $100.00, State Missions $10.00, Home
Missions $5.00, Foreign Missions $11.00, Orphanage $5.00, Aged
Pastorjs $6.00, Miscellaneous $6.00, Total $167.00. The
statistics: Membership 55, preaching 1st and 3rd Sundays, seating
capag¢ity 300, value church property $750.00, Pastor: W. E. Thayer,
Cler j D. C. Sturgis, Sunday School Superintendent: J. C. Clark,
WMU esident: Mrs. L, L. Garrison, Sunday School enrollment 35,
WMU membership 16, WMU gifts to missions $18.35.

dfficially pastor at First Baptist Church, Rev. Thayer
preached at Catawba in the afternoons. He preached regularly at
Highlﬁnd Park Mill on Tuesday nights, and at the Arcade Mill on
Thursday when he could find a meeting place. This was the
beginning of the work in what is now the field of West End Baptist
Chunch. Through Thayers influence, the State Mission Board sent a
misgionary to work in several of the mill villages that had sprung
up fin Rock Hill. Also through Thayer's influence the Mission
Board| sent a missionary lady, Miss Emma McDowell, to labor in Rock
Hill and the surrounding areas. It has been said that Thayer had
a jo)ial nature, modest and unassuming disposition and a superior
abillity as a preacher.

J. Hartwell Sturgis was Catawba's delegate to the Association

in {1901. The financial table shows the following: Pastor's salary
$100.00 State Missions $2.65, Home Missions $5.50, Foreign
Missions $17.38, Education $5.00, Aged Ministers $6.52,
mi$c?llaneous $5.40, Association $2.00, Total $144.45, The
st?t’stics show membership of 59 (5 by baptism), preaching on the
1st and 3rd Sundays, seating capacity 300, value property $700.00.
Supplly pastor was A. Finch. WMU President was Mrs. L. Garrison,
Sunday School Superintendent was J. C. Clark, 7 Sunday School
ofifficers and teachers, 70 enrolled in Sunday School, WMU
jership 20, and the WMU gave $10.25 to missions.

In 1902 Catawba was without a pastor or supply pastor. The
first WMU Associational meeting was held with Catawba being
rgpFesented by Mrs. Jane Garrison and Miss Iona Sturgis. The

mem

!
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membership of the church was 56. There were 32 Sunday School
members and 13 members of the WMU. The WMU gave $26.84 to
missions. The value of church property was $700.00. The church's
financial statement is as follows: State Missions $15.57, Foreign
Missions $12.15, Orphanage $5.00, Minutes $10.00, Home Missions
$5.11, Aged Ministers $8.63, Miscellaneous $19.62, for a total of
$53.36.

Catawba was still without a pastor or supply in 1903. The
delegates to the York Baptist Association that year was R. H.
Carter, W. P. Locke, Hartwell Sturgis; delegates to the WMU
Associational meeting, which was held at the same time as the
regular associational meeting, was Miss Orilee Thomasson. The WMU
gave a total of $28.07 to mission causes, while the church
financial statement shows the following contributions: State
Missions $3.00, Home Missions $10.05, Foreign Missions $18.90,
Orphanage $10.00, Aged Ministers $8.22, Miscellaneous $8.60, for a
total of $69.92. There were 56 church members and the value of
church property was listed as $700.00. D. C. Sturgis was listed
as church clerk, A. W. Bigham as Sunday School Superintendent and
Mrs. L. L. Garrison as WMU President.

For 1904 W. P. Lambert is listed as pastor of Catawba and he
along with Hartwell Sturgis were delegates to the Association that
year. The Sunday School report shows that it had 3 officers and
teachers with an enrollment of 38 and that W. G. Locke was
Superintendent. Church membership was 72 and value of church
property was listed as $1,000.00. Mrs. S. L. Garrison is listed
as WMU president. The financial report: York Association $24.06,
Pastor's salary $158.50, Church Expenses $22.18, Foreign Missions
$74.60, State Missions $11.25, Education $9.00, Orphanage $5.00,
Aged Ministers $6.85, Miscellaneous $11.80, for a total of
$273.24.

The delegates to the Association in 1905 were J. T. Cochran
and J. J. Locke, Delegates to the WMU meeting were Mrs. L. L.
Garrison and Miss Bessie Gryder. The statistical report shows 5
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Sunday | School officers and teachers with an enrollment of 38, WMU

mem
mem

$1,

bership 18, WMU contribution to missions $52.30, Church
beqship 76, seating capacity 500, value of church property
000.00, Church Clerk - W. G. Locke. Rev. W. B. McCuen is

listed as supply pastor. The financial report given was: York

Ass

$39
Mis

ociation $1.00, Pastor's salary $200.00, church expenses
<91, State Missions $31.20, Home Missions $27.10, Foreign
sions $35.00, Education $10.52, Orphanage $24.50, Aged

Minisders $17.40, Miscellaneous $41.00, for a total of $426.69.

ﬂhe church was again without pastor or supply in 1906.

Del%g te to the association was J. J. Locke. Other statisties

given were: Sunday School Superintendent - J. C. Cochran, Clerk -

w.

i.| Locke, S.S. Enrollment 38, Church membership 67, seating

capac}ty 400, Value of church property $1,000.00. The financial

rep
exp

orf: Association $2.00, Pastor's salary $168.75, church
enses $5.77, State Missions $19.10, Home Missions $26.49,

Foreign Missions $19.47, Education $16.25, Orphanage $12.46, Aged

Min

i1sters $6.46, Miscellaneous $3.35, for a total of $280.20.

n 1907 Catawba was not represented at the York Baptist

Associational meeting; however, the WMU Meeting had Mrs. L. L.

Gar
Sun
of f
was
rep
Mis

rison and Daisy McCullough as delegates. J. T. Cochran was
dqy School Superintendent. The Sunday School reported 5
icers and teachers and an enrollment of 35. The WMU enrollment
}3 and they gave $27.00 to mission causes. The financial

07t shows: State Missions $8.10, Foreign Missions $8.00, Home
sions $10.40, Orphanage $8.55, Miscellaneous $3.54, for a total

contributions of $38.59. Church membership was reported to be 60.

Rev
of
thi

Although no pastor or supply was listed for the year 1907,
. R. T. Marsh became pastor of First Baptist Church in November
that year. In his book "History of Rock Hill Baptists™ he has
s| to say, "Catawba Baptist Church had had no pastor for two

year(s. They appealed to Rev. Marsh, through some of their

me
ful

bers, to preach for them sometimes. He told them his time was
1 but that he would preach for them two Sunday afternoons each
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month till they could get a pastor. He rendered this service
through 1910 for they declined to try to get anyone else. He
preached for them in a meeting (in 1908) which they say is the
best they ever had. Eleven people were baptized as a partial
result.,"

Catawba did not send statistical reports to the Association
for 1908 and 1909; however they did send James J. Locke and James
P. Sturgis as delegates in 1908 and George Sturgis in 1909. The
only other information contained in the 1909 Associational minutes
was that the church property was valued at $2,000.00.

In 1910, Catawba reported a church membership of 66 and a
Sunday School enrollment of 63. It also reported that it had a
WMU, YWA's, G.A.'s, R. A.'s and Sunbeams but no leaders or
enrollments were listed. Catawba was the first church in the York
Baptist Association to report having a Royal Ambassador chapter.
Delegates to the convention that year were J. C. Cochran, James
Sturgis and J. W. Sturgis.

Rev. Marsh had been concerned about the Catawba Indians and
in a report on State Missions in 1910 he had this to say, "In our
midst we have the Catawba tribe of Indians. No protestant church
is now doing anything for themn. More than a century ago, Flint
Hill Baptist Church not only had a number of these Indians in 1its
membership, but also maintained a mission among themn. It is
possible that Flint Hill was the first ever to give the gospel to
these Indians, In 1896 a Mr. Mush, a noted Indian Jjoined by
letter from Lawer College Church, Virginia. That Indian was the
first to preach at the place where Catawba Mission Church now
stands. For many years Catawba Baptist Church gave them regular
preaching and visiting through her pastors. For a number of years
we have done no work among them. The time and opportunity is now
ours to go in and endeavor to save them from the Mormons to the
Lord Jesus Christ."

Catawba did, through its members, assist in this endeavor.
In an interview with Freddie Gryder Vault, she stated that she was
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a meFaer at Catawba from about 1910 until 1929 and during that

she taught Sunday School at the Indian Mission Church. Rev.
.!Nelson became pastor in 1911 and took a great interest in
w¢rk among the Indians and further encouraged members at
w;a in this work.

Many of our older church members remember Rev. Nelson, He
also pastor at West End Church and often rode his bicycle from
when he preached at Catawba. Since the roads were not paved

réin storms caused them to get very muddy, Rev. Nelson only

rode

the bicycle when the roads were dry. At other times he rode

his lhorse and occasionally drove a buggy.
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Catawba's delegate to the Association in 1911 was W. J.
rkle. No other information is given. Other than to state
Fev. Nelson was pastor at Catawba in 1912, we have no other

rmation about the church for that year.
Mrs. Freddie Gryder Vault gives us an insight as to how

thilgf were for the young people of that day. She says "the young

*e, especially courting couples, would walk up to Mama

er's to get a drink of water from her well. It was about the
time the boys and girls could get together away from their
ts and talk a little."

]In 1913 delegates to the association were J. R. Underwood,
IW. J. Kilgo, Ruby Kilgo and Mattie Bell Gryder. The ladies

have been delegates for the WMU meeting only but the minutes

fnot make that distinction. Apparently all was going well
the the Catawba Indians as an Indian was the speaker at the

Asgsociational meeting that year. Rev. Nelson was listed as

past

or, .
Rev. H. J. Woods is listed as pastor in 1914, the only

information we have for that year.

This twenty-five year period did not show much growth in

churich membership but it did show growth in church organizations

suc

)
out{

as WMU, YWA, GA, RA, and Sunbeams. The church was reaching
in its mission efforts with the Catawba Indians. That this

11



ministry eventually failed is regrettable. Even though there was
not much growth in church membership, there was the feeling that
the Holy Spirit was still leading in the life of the church and in
the lives of its members., The embers remained hot.
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| Chapter 6: 1915 - 1939

he Rock Hill area was now fully industrialized. The Wylie
dam|had been completed and electric power was available for
indusirial growth., Rock Hill had a paved street in the business
seciion with sidewalks. There was a movie theater, an "Air-drome"
for airplanes, and a county fair that was the big thing for city
and c6untry folk alike. The population of the town was over 7,000
and p’pulation in the country was also growing.

ﬁhere were other historical events taking place around this
time., In early July of 1914, a tremendous hail storm struck the
area |[that completely destroyed crops and killed many cows and
other, farm animals. Then on July 14, 1916, following heavy rains,
the éatawba River and joining streams went on a rampage (36 feet
abogve normal) flooding fields and highways. Bridges and roads
werne |swept away. Nature seemed to be a prelude to violent times.
The world was in a war which touched most every country. The
United States entered the fray in April of 1917. In November of
1918| an Armistice was announced. The "war to end all wars" was

over| but on its heels came a great influenza epidemic which took
more| lives world wide than did the war itself. The York County
area was hard hit and lost many of its citizens, sometimes whole
families, to this epidemic.

f‘ But in the State, Baptist work was making progress. Many
Babﬂist Colleges had been established by this time as well as the
S#u h Carolina Baptist Hospital. Sunday Schools were growing as
well as Baptist Young People's Union (BYPU), now evolved into

In 1915 Rev. J. T. Going served as pastor at Catawba.

CPu#ch Training.
Lgates to the association that year were W. P. Locke and W. F,.

Del
Kilgo. Rev, Nelson again served as pastor for a short time in

1?16. A WMU circle was organized on the Indian Reservation and
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the York Baptist Association began to build a church building on
the reservation. Delegates to the association in 1916 were Thea
Sturgis and Jesse Deese. WMU delegates were Mrs. F. W. Gryder and
Loma Deese.

Rev., H. J. Snyder became pastor in 1917 and the York Baptist
Association completed the new mission on the Indian Reservation.
Catawba Baptist Church membership was listed as 51.

Approximately 1918, Catawba started construction on a new
church building that would not be completed until around 1925. It
was to have a seating capacity of about 200 and contained three
Sunday School rooms. It was to have a baptismal pool. Church
members donated timber and did most of the construction. Mrs.
Mittie Harrill Gryder headed a committee to raise money and
materials. Merchants in Rock Hill donated such items as nails,
window glass, etc. Julius Freidheim, connected with Freidheim's
Department store in Rock Hill, often rode his horse out to
Catawba's services. Although he was of the Jewish religious
persuasion, he came to Catawba because it had the most pretty
girls of any of the churches. Mr. Freidheim donated the shingles
for the new building.

Mr. Roy Gryder, in his recollections, says: "It took several
years to build the church. A Mr. Yandall, who lived where George
Winn first lived, was the contractor. He framed in the building
and the members did the rest. When the crops had been laid by, my
father drove the wagon and took me and my brother "D" to Lesslie
to haul bricks over to the site of the new church, The bricks
were in a boxcar on the side track. Mr. Ebenezer Edwards and his
sons, J. E. (who is now a member of First Baptist in Rock Hill)
also hauled bricks, Other families hauled bricks.- too but the
Edwards usually hauled the same days the Gryders hauled."

In 1918 the Sunday School superintendent was J. P. Sturgis
and J. E. Edwards was church treasurer.

Rev., R. I. Corbett became pastor at Catawba in 1919.
Delegates to the WMU associational meeting were Mrs. E. F. Ruff
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and Mrs. M. E. Maddox.

We do not have a report for 1920 and there was no report in
the 4;ociation's historical section for 1921. There were no
delegates, but the church did send a report on pledges and amount
rece:véd in the "75 Million" campaign. The WMU pledged $86.17 and
gave é95.93. The YWA pledged $42.71 and gave $14.69. The
Sunbaa|s pledged $21.14 and gave $11.39. There is no mention of
the pabtor's name so it is assumed that there was none.

In 1919 Southern Baptists launched the "75 Million" campaign.

The money raised in the drive was to care for all the work of the
deno, Enation except the work of the local church., This included
Forgign, Home and State Missions, education, orphanages, aged
minister's relief and the hospitals. In discussing the "T75
Milliopn" campaign with Mr. Ray H. Carter, Sr., he stated that
Cat wﬁa did not understand that none of the money was to help
local | churches. Catawba was trying to build a new church and was
hoping that this campaign would help in the building program.
When it was understood that it would not, Catawba Church declined
any| further participation in the campaign. Instead, they launched
their| own building fund campaign and money raised was used on the
congtruction of the new church.

gor 1922 the report to the association's financial section
shors that Catawba spent $1,525.00 on building and repairs. The
pastor's salary was listed as $60.00 but there was no pastor
listﬁd. The church reported that it had 50 members. Church clerk
wag C. C. Hagler; Treasurer, J. H. Sturgis; Sunday School
SupeJintendent, J. P. Locke; WMU President, Mrs. W. P. Gryder;
and the chairman of the deacons was J. T. Locke.
The delegates to the association in 1923 were W. P, Locke, T.

B. S'urgis and Mrs. T. B. Sturgis. 1In this year the Catawba WMU

wa eported "not active - all organizations." There were 48

held| on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. The church spent $665.00 on new

buil ings and repairs and the value of the church property was
r

me brrs and C. A. Caldwell is listed as pastor. Preaching was
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listed as $3,000.00., Other officers of the church were: C(Clerk,
T. B. Sturgis; Treasurer, J. H. Sturgis; Deacon chairman, J. T.
Locke.

By this time it is believed that the new church building had
been almost completed. Several older people who were members at
this time have talked about the new building program. Members of
the Gryder family remember that on the day the new homemade pews
were to be stained, Mrs. Mittie Gryder stewed black walnut hulls
in a black wash pot on the church grounds. The resulting liquid
was used to stain the pews. Cloths were then used to stain the
pews. Roy Gryder remembers having brown stained hands for a 1long
time afterward.

This stain for the pews was not the best stuff in the world
even though it looked rather well, In hot weather it became
sticky and when a person sat on the pew it had a tendency to hold
fast to the persons clothes so that upon standing there was a
ripping sound that was audible. It was cause for much merriment
for the children who found it hard not to giggle at the sound.

This new building was located where the Youth Education
Building now stands. The location of the building it replaced has
been described as "across the road and facing the other way," "in
the parking lot beside the parsonage but facing towards Mama
Carter's House" and "in front of the cemetery facing the Carter's
House, the stepping stone was near the front of the church." We
are not sure when the stepping stone, the stone used by the ladies
when they dismounted from their horses, was put in place or if it
was ever moved around. But it was at the edge of the parking lot
towards the parsonage. So it seems the older building, replaced
by the one built 1918-1925, was in that parking 1lot with the
cemetery behind it. There was a road that came in near the
cemetery and ran two ways: one branch towards the Carter house and
the other branch ran beside the cemetery to a point that is now
across Highway 21. Mama Carter's house stood on the knoll across
the road from the present gym. The stepping stone was moved in
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April, 1985, to its present location between the chapel building

and

the interim building.

M%s. Annie Bell Sturgis Carter describes this older building

(the| one replaced by the 1922 building) this way: "The church was
a wooden frame and very small. It faced Cordie Carter's house,
It hpd one outside door going into a vestibule with two doors and

two
the

rails with three rows of seats. The choir was to the left of
pulpit and the organ sat in front of the pulpit. Kerosene

lamps 'hung on the wall and one sat on the pulpit. Our pool was
down below the church (outside) with two small houses to dress in

aft

and
Cat

er baptizing."

"Every neighborhood" says Freddie Vault, "had a school house
it was usually on the church grounds. The school house at
awba sat at the back of the church property and after the new

chufch was built, it sat almost beside it, but faced the other

way
the

lis

del
Mis
A.
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"' This would mean it faced the cemetery and probably stood in
parking area near the interim building.

n 1924 Catawba did not report to the association except to
7 é membership of 35.
In 1925 the report showed no WMU work at Catawba, but the
egates to the association were all women: Mrs. F. W. Gryder,

s [Freddie Gryder and Miss Margaret Gryder. The pastor was T.

Snyder with a salary of $100.00 per month. The membership was
Church clerk was T, B. Sturgis, Treasurer was Mrs. F. W.
d?r and Sunday School Superintendent was C. K. Workman.

The York Baptist Associational met at Catawba in 1926.
e’ates from Catawba were Mrs. Cordie Carter, T. W. Gryder, Mrs,
WT Gryder, Theadore Sturgis, Annie Bell Sturgis, Wash Locke and

D. Jordan. The following resolution appears in the

as
ex

ev

oEiational minutes "Resolved that this body, by a rising vote,
ss itself as greatly indebted to the members of the Catawba

r

Ch 70h and its pastor for the fine spirit of hospitality made
id

ent here both yesterday and today, it being the sentiment of

this| body that never has it been entertained more sumptuously."

I
|
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The pastor was T. A. Snyder, pastor's salary was $125.00 and value
of the church property was listed at $3,500.00. Sunday School
superintendent was T. B. Sturgis, Deacon Chairman was W. P. Locke,
Clerk was T. B. Sturgis and the treasurer was F. W. Gryder. The
membership was listed as 55.

The first mention of a BYPU (Baptist Young People's Union) at
Catawba was in 1927 with Jesse Sturgis as president. It had one
adult union with 20 members. The church membership was 58. T. A.
Snyder was pastor. Sunday School superintendent was also Jesse
Sturgis and there was an enrollment of 25 with 16 for average
attendance. Church clerk was T. B. Sturgis and Mrs. F. W. Gryder
was listed as treasurer. There was no WMU work.

Pastor T. A. Snyder was the only delegate to the association
in 1928. Membership stood at 64 with preaching on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays. The treasurer was Mrs. W. F. Gryder and BYPU president
was Jesse Sturgis.

The delegates in 1929 were Mrs. Arnold Walker, Mrs. Ray
Carter, Alon Parks and Mrs. Alon Parks. The pastor is listed as
D. E. Vipperman. There was no WMU. Church membership was given
as 70. Ray H. Carter was treasurer, T. B. Sturgis was Sunday
School Superintendent and Jesse Sturgis was BYPU president.

In 1930 W, H. Flowers was pastor. Preaching was held on the
1st and 3rd Sundays and the membership was 45. There is this
note: "70 members last year, gain 5 by baptism, 6 by letter, lost
4 by letter, 1 by death and 31 erasures." Pastor's salary is
listed as $246.00. Ray H. Carter was listed as treasurer,.
Catawba did not report a BYPU in this year or a WMU.

In 1931 there was no delegate or report made to the
association., 1In 1932 the church send no report, but did send W.M.
Thompson as delegate who was apparently the pastor but not
identified as such.

W. M., Thompson was listed as pastor in 1933. Other delegates
to the association were W. P. Locke, T. B. Sturgis, and Mrs. T. B.
Sturgis. Church membership was 43. J. N. Sturgis was Sunday
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SchoLl Superintendent and the Sunday School had 46 enrolled.
Churc¢h| Clerk was T. B. Sturgis., There was no BYPU or WMU.

Mrs. Frances Gryder, in her recollections, states: "I first

went|to Catawba Baptist Church in February, 1933, with my husband,
Roy,| and his parents. There were just a few people there. Rev.
Thompson who preached at Northside preached on two Sunday
afterq;ons each month., He sat down to preach and I thought that
was |strange. Some years later several ladies were talking about
that| and Mrs. Eura Carter said that since we only gave nickels,
dimes| and quarters for the offering, maybe he was too weak to
stand."

|
In 1934 Rev. A. S. Kellie became pastor and preached every

Sundgay. He served as pastor until 1942, Church membership in
1934 &as listed as 48 with 36 enrolled in Sunday School. There
was| still no WMU or BYPU. Church clerk was T. B. Sturgis,

Supan

Sun

Tre sErer was Ray H. Carter, and Jesse Sturgis was Sunday School

intendent.
Frances Gryder supplies this information about Rev. Kellie:

by 1934, Rev. Kellie was our pastor and we had a service every
a

y morning. He was retired from a Baptist church in Brockton,

Masls. He and his wife had moved to Fort Mill, SC to be near their
son, | Howard, who was manager of the Riverview Dairy. He was a
godd (preacher and could play the piano when needed and he led the
singing. He got the church organized properly - had a budget, had
people make pledges, and give to the unified budget. He and Mrs.
Kellie visited the members regularly and could stop by for a meal

at
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nytime. They visited prospective members and were
strumental in getting a good many to join Catawba. He was
lly the beginning of Catawba's growth." Mrs. Al Sturgis, Sr.
g8 that Rev. Kellie started the envelope system for tithing.
e [further states that "the church was heated with a coal heater

the winter. In summer hand fans were used to keep cool and
ght bugs and flies as there were no screens on the windows.

Th

eTe was no running water for the baptismal pool. It was filled
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by hauling water from a well and filling it by hand. That's why
the church usually held baptismal services at one of the churches
in town." Mrs. Peggy Weathers says that when the pool was used,
her father, Ray H. Carter, filled the baptismal pool with a spray
tank, hauling the water from his home.

Rev. Kellie continued to preach every Sunday in 1935 with a
salary of $250.00. Delegates to the association were listed as
Mrs. F. W. Gryder, A. H. Sturgis and Mrs. A. H. Sturgis. Sunday
School superintendent was Jesse Sturgis, Clerk was T. B. Sturgis,
and Ray H. Carter was the treasurer. Membership was 58 with 40
enrolled in Sunday School. There were no organizations in WMU or
BYPU.

In 1936, Jesse Sturgis, T. B. Sturgis, and Ray H. Carter held
the same offices as the year before. Pastor Kellie reported a
church membership of 59 and 59 also enrolled in Sunday School with
an average attendance of 35.

The church membership was still 59 in 1937, Rev. Kellie was
still listed as pastor with preaching every Sunday morning.
Sunday School enrollment was 61 with an average attendance of 50
and Jesse Sturgis was superintendent. Ray H. Carter was church
treasurer and T. B. Sturgis was church clerk. The church was
still without a WMU and its organizations and had no BYPU.

The delegates to the 1938 York Baptist Association were A. S.
Kellie, pastor, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Sturgis, Virginia Sturgis, J.
C. Robinson and Miss Araminta Sturgis. Church clerk was T. B.
Sturgis; treasurer, Ray. H. Carter; Sunday School superintendent,
Jesse Sturgis. Church membership is listed as 58 with 40 enrolled
in Sunday School and 38 average attendance.

Delegates to the association in 1939 were A. S. Kellie,
pastor, Mrs. Roy Gryder, Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Boyd, and Mrs. C. H.
Sturgis. The obituaries for 1939 listed Mrs. A. S. Kellie, the
pastors wife. She was buried in Catawba Church Cemetery, as was
later her husband. Jesse Sturgis was listed as choir leader in
addition to being Sunday School superintendent. This is the first
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mention of a choir or choir director found in the associational
minutes, The church membership was 61. The Sunday School
enrollment was 55 with 40 average attendance. Ray H. Carter is
listed[as treasurer and T. B. Sturgis as church clerk.

During this 25 year period the church had eight pastors or
supply pastors. Although the area was growing industrially,
economically, and in population, the church membership seemed to
be gitting still, It was almost as if a great breath was being
taken for the things to come.
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Chapter 7: 1940 - 1964

By 1940, the Rock Hill area had become one of the main
industrial centers of the state. The town had a population of
15,000, The world situation was grave. Most of the countries of
Europe were at war with Germany. By 1940 the United States, led
by President F. D. Roosevelt, started arming itself and would soon
join the conflict. On December 7, 1941, Japan attacked Pearl
Harbor and the United States found itself at war in both Europe
and the Pacific. Many of Catawba's young men joined the various
branches of the service.

When war was finally over, the area exploded. Industry was
in high gear, construction of all kinds boomed bringing many new
people into the area. As a result, home construction seemed
always behind the demand. Many farms were sold and housing
developments took their place.

Rev. Kellie was pastor at Catawba in 1940 and the York
Baptist Association met at Catawba but there are no minutes
available for that meeting.

The minutes of the association give the following information
for 1941: Pastor, A. S. Kellie, no Training Union and no WMU,
Preaching every Sunday, Church membership, 64, Sunday School
superintendent, Jesse Sturgis, 38 enrolled with 35 average
attendance, Church Clerk, T. B. Sturgis, Treasurer, Ray H.
Carter,

In 1942 the delegates were listed as Rev. and'Mrs. A. S.
Kellie (he remarried), Mrs. Ray Carter, Mrs. T. B. Sturgis, Mrs.
C. H. Sturgis, Mrs. W. A. Smart, Mrs. R. H. Carter, Mrs. Mamie
Hefley and Miss Lorene Hefley. Preaching was being held every
Sunday and the church membership was 64. The Sunday School, with
Jesse Sturgis as superintendent, had 43 enrolled with 38 average
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atteldrnce. There was no Training Union or WMU. Church clerk was
listed| as T. B. Sturgis.

There are no associational records for the year 1943. Rev,

Kellie had resigned as pastor in 1942 and the church was without a
pastpr|.

Wev. Oswell Smith became pastor in 1944 and served until the

middle part of 1945. The delegates to the association were J. G.
Bqu, Mrs. Ray Carter, Mrs. C. L. Sturgis, Mrs. R. M. Culp and

Mr

s, W. B. Feemster. Preaching was held every Sunday afternoon

and [the church membership was shown as 81. The Sunday School had

60

enrolled with 47 average attendance. Mr. G. B. Boyd was

sup%rintendent. Church clerk was T. B, Sturgis and Ray H. Carter

was | treasurer. In this year the WMU was reorganized with Mrs. Al

Sturgis as president. Although there had been a WMU organization
before, it had been abandoned. Since it was reorganized in 1944,

it

|

has been a strong organization and still exists with all the

asspciated organizations.
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Rev. Smith instilled into the minds of the members of Catawba

the need for a full time pastor and a parsonage. It was his
I

117f that these two things were desperately needed if Catawba
g ever to grow and provide the spiritual needs of the community.
In 1945 the associational delegates were J. G. Boyd, Mrs. Roy

Gryder, Mrs. Arnold Walker, Mrs. Al Sturgis and Mrs. R. M, Culp.

J.
pr
R.
tr

As
S.
th

be
an

G, Boyd was Sunday School superintendent. Mrs. Al Sturgis was
%sident of the WMU which had 37 enrolled and included G.A.'s and

A.'s. T. B. Sturgis was church clerk and R. H. Carter was
pasurer,

The only information given in the 1946 York Baptist
sociational minutes is that J. L. Willis became pastor. Rev. A.

'ellie, former pastor at Catawba, died and was laid to rest in
e Catawba Baptist Church cemetery.

Rev. John M. Cranford became pastor during the year 1947. He
cgme the first full time pastor conducting services both morning
d evening on Sunday and prayer meeting on Wednesday night. Rev.
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Cranford, his wife and two children moved in with Charles and Anna
Addison and their three children and lived there until a promised
parsonage was completed during the next year. It must have been
hard for four adults and five children living in a four room house
so it is no wonder that Rev. Cranford and Mr. Addison did a lot of
the work of building the parsonage. Others helped, but these two
were determined to see it finished as soon as possible.

The Associational meeting was held at Catawba in 1947 and the
delegates from our church were T. B. Sturgis, R. H. Carter, J. G.
Boyd, Mrs. R. M. Culp and Mrs. Roy Gryder. Church membership was
listed as 101, value of church property was listed as $6,000 and
it was noted that $1,264.86 had been spent on building and
remodeling. Church officers were: Sunday School Director, Jesse
Sturgis (75 enrolled in Sunday School with 56 average attendance);
WMU President, Mrs. Roy Gryder; Treasurer, Ray H. Carter; Clerk,
T. B. Sturgis; Music Director, Mrs. Giulia Miller; Organist, Miss
Betty Carter. There was no Training Union.

This parsonage was built on the same site as the present
parsonage which is now used by the day care center. It contained
five rooms; kitchen, dining room, living room and two bed rooms.

In 1948 the delegates to the convention were Rev. and Mrs.
John Cranford, Mrs. A. H., Sturgis, R. G. Boyd and Mrs. Heyward
Miller. Mrs. Arnold Walker was elected as an officer in the
Associational WMU. The church membership was now 149. There were
114 people enrolled in Sunday School and R. B. Ellis was
superintendent. Training Union had been re-established with Mrs,
Heyward Miller as director and had an enrollment of 71. With the
completion of the parsonage, the value of the church property was
listed as $15,000. Other officers listed for the church are as
follows: Music director, Mrs. H. Miller; WMU President, Mrs.
Ernest S. Littlejohn; Treasurer, R. H. Carter; Clerk, T. B.
Sturgis.

In November, 1948, a Certificate of Incorporation for the
Catawba Baptist Church Cemetery Association was issued by the
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