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More "odds and ends" of local history from our files.
Both York and Lancaster counties have had a large number of gold mines, with

Lancaster County having the largest gold mine in the eastern United States
_the Haile Gold Mine. The method used to process gold is entirely different in each
county.

In York County the gold is labeled "free gold," meaning that it is found as
separate flakes or nuggets.

The Lancaster gold is combined with quartz or another metal, special equipment
is needed to process it.

SUED FOR SLANDER

In one of York County's earliest suits for slander, John Davidson sued Oliver
Wallace, a tavern keeper. The county court appointed three men to mediate the
dispute.

Finding Wallace guilty of slander, the mediators had "acknowledge that what
was said of Mr. Davidson was in the heat of passion and that he was sorry for it"
The court decided that Davidson and Wallace would each pay one-half of the court
costs.

BUSES ROLLED DURING WAR

During World War II, Rock Hill had seven bus routes in operation Club,
Stsdium, Industrial, Arcade and East Main Street. The Ebenezer bus, for example, left
downtown Rock Hill every hour on the hour from 6 a.m to 10 p.m... The return bus
left Ebemezer 20 minutes after each hour to 10 p..m. The return bus left Ebenezer
20 minutes after each hour.

On Sundays only buses left downtown at 9,12 and 2. On weekdays, buses ran at
least once an hour on all routes.

SCHOOLS ISSUED RATION BOOKS

When new ration books were issued during World War II, citizens were
instructed to go to schools between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. The books were issued by
teachers acting as clerks. Each month, armed police carried the ration books to the
schools and returned them to locked vaults in the evening.

WINTHROP'S 'ALL GIRLS' BAND

In 1940, Winthrop College ha 90 piece marching band billed as the "largest and
most beautiful all girls band in the world. The band represented Winthrop and the
state of South Carolina at the New York World's Fair of 1939-40.

LIBRARY ON RAILS

During the 1890a, Seaboard Airline Railway had a car set aside as a circulating
library that regularly stopped at Van Wyck in Lancaster County. The library offered
books that would interest farmers and provided order blanks for nurseiy trees
(which would be shipped by rail). In 1899 one could buy cherry and pecan trees for
3 cents each.




