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Since 1779, S.C. Has Had
BY LOUISE PETTUS

AND RON CHEFESIUK

The office of governor in South
Carolina spans more than two
centuries since the title "Governor
of the State of South Carolina" was
created in 1779. During that time 78
men have served as chief
magistrate.
Before the creation of the state

there were 22 propretary governors
between 1669 and 1719 and 14 royal
governors between 1719 and 1776. In
the time between the beginning of
the Revolutionary War and the
creation of the state, a period of
three years, heads of state were
called' 'President of the State."
Currently the eligibility

requirements for governor are:
Must believe in the existence of the
"Supreme Being"; must be at least
30 years of age; must be a citizen of
the United States and have been a
resident of South Carolina for five
years.

The governor is the commander-
iihchief of the state mUitia. The
governor is not permitted to hold
any additional office other than head
of the militia.
There are certain duties required

of the governor. One duty is to make
an annual address to ^e General
Assembly. Another is to commission
all state officers under the Great
Seal of the State. Actually, the Great
Seal, a relic of the days when
commissions were tied with red tape
and sealed with wax, is much too
cumbersome to handle, so modern
governors use paper commissions
with the seal printed on the paper.
The governor is required to reside

in Columbia, unless the legislature
meets elsewhere or unless there is a
life-threatening epidemic or
emergency of war. The state
provides die governor a mansion as
the official residence. The mansion
now used was originally built as the
governor's quarters of a state
military academy attached to the
state arsenal.
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The govenor has the power to
pardon criminals and commute
sentences. The power of pardon is
rarely used, at least not since Cole L.
Blease's time. He was governor
from 1911 to 1915 and was charged by
his critics with emptying the prisons
by wholesale pardons.
The date for taking the oath of

office is set as the first Wednesday
following the second Tuesday in
January. In case of an election day
tie, the General Assembly is in
structed to determine the winner by
a voice vote. In case of the gover
nor's death in office, the successor
will be the lieutenant governor.
Governors of South Carolina

served two-year terms until 1917,
when the term was extended to four
years. John G. Richards was the
first four-year governor. Olin D.
Johnson was the only governor to be
elected to two four-year terms that
were not consecutive. Richard W.
Riley was the first to be elected to
two consecutive four-year terms.
Four governors have died in of

fice, and six resigned to take other
positions (three to fill United States
Senate seats).

Five governors — Henry Mid-
dleton, David Johnson, Robert Scott,
Daniel H. Chamberlain and Donald
Russell — were not born in South
Carolina. Middleton was the only

one born abroad, in London, but hi.
parents were South Carolinaiar
who lived at what is now callec
Middleton Gardens.
Many of the governors have beei

related to each other. James H
Richardson, the first Upcountryma;
to serve as governor (1802-1804), wa
thft uncle of two governors. Joli
Peter Richardson II, and Richard
Manning I. John L. Wilson an-
Joseph Alston wre brothers-in-la^-
Alston was also the son-in-law o
Aaron Burr, vice president of th'
United States during Thomas Jei
ferson's administraton.

A number of governors have use
the office as a stepping stone to ih
United States Senate. J. Stroi
Thurmond and Ernest "Frit/
Hollings are two examples.
James F. Byrnes, who was vei

prominent nationally before he w;
governor, holds the distinction ■
being inaugurated (1951) before li
largest audience ever to witness
political event in South Carolina.


