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CHAINGANGS IN YORK, CHESTER & LANCASTER COUNTIES
Part Two

When the state of South Carolina provided for chaingangs in the new
Constitution of 1895, it left each county free to implement the law however it saw
fit except for stating that the final authority was in the hands of the county
commissioners. (The county commissioners were appointed by the governor
from each township in the county.)

In 1897 the county commissioner from Fort Mill township was Thomas G.
Culp. Gulp was chosen by the County Board of Commissioners to be the first
superintendent of the chaingang with the specific assignment of building a
stockade to house the prisoners.

The commissioners also announced that the first community in the county
to fumish the lumber to build the stockade would be the first to get the labor of
the convicts. The first stockade was built on the Kings Mountain Road within 3 or
4 miles of Yorkville. The stockade had a canvas top (we suppose that Yorkville
came up short on the lumber but still promised more than any other community).

Inside the stockade, a chain ran down the center aisle. Cots were
arranged so that the prisoners could be chained to the center aisle chain at night.
Sgt. J. Bratton Mendenhail, an experienced penitentiary guard, was hired for $30
a month.

In 1900, T. G. Culp reported that the average number of chaingang
members in York County for the year was 28. The maximum number used was
38 and the minimum was 16. The total cost of operating the chaingang for the
year was $3,546.54. Culp also announced that he was trying to get a contest
among the townships to see which township could haul enough rock to next
attract the chaingang labor.

In 1901 the chaingang was moved to one of the county's worse roads
(described as "wretched") near Edgemoor about 5 miles south of Rock Hill. Over
5,000 wagon loads of rock were hauled and dumped over a two-mile stretch from
Waters' hill to Taylor's Creek. The next wretched hill to be worked on was
Robinson hill about 3 miles east of Yorkville.

Meantime, Dr. T. A. Crawford, who had served as physician to the
convicts who build the main building (now Tillman Hall) on the Winthrop campus,
was campaigning for the city of Rock Hill to buy a rock crusher of its own. The
town council was not inclin^ to put out that much money but promised to pay
one-third of the cost if Dr. Crawford would raise two-thirds. Dr. Crawford raised

the money and a rock crusher, much superior to the one owned by the county,
was purchased.

The rock crusher worked so well that soon the town had more crushed

rock than it had convicts to spread it. Rock Hill passed a vagrancy law which
stated that any able-bodied man who was not working could be sentenced to the
chaingang for road work.




