
1899: ISimple but Jiard lives
Area residents celebrated New Year's with quiet rejoicing

Louise
Pettus

Imagine we're in a time warp
that allows us to visit York,
Lancaster and Chester coun

ties as they were 100 years ago.
What would we find?
That life had a different

rhythm. Most
people got up at
dawn and went

to bed early.
The majority
lived on farms
and had ani
mals to look af
ter. Cotton was

the main crop,
but the farmer

grew as much
as 90 percent of
his foodstuffs.

Marriages lasted longer, peo
ple lived a shorter time and Uiey
had little education.
For them, New Year's Eve at

the start of this century was wel
comed with a solemn prayer in
stead of drink and song.
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It was a time when telephone
service cost $1 a month, when
bicyclists had to ring gongs to
alert pedestrians, when a dog
tax paid for rural schools.
In the towns, more people

worked in cotton mills than any
where else. The oldest mill
around was the Rock Hill Cot
ton Mill, built in 1880. By 1899,
all of the towns in this area -
Rock Hill, Fort Mill, Lancaster
and Chester - had at least one
mill, and Rock Hill had a half-
dozen.

In all of South Carolina,
around 120 cotton mills were
constructed in the boom years
of 1895-1900 alone. They would
be the factories and the industry
that would dominate the econo

my for decades and shape the
development of local communi
ties.

Around each mill were clus-
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The roads and streets were made of dirt at the tum of the century.
Farmers bring cotton bales from the gin to Main Street in Lancaster
io be sold to the mill.

-n you taiK to a lot of people
who are progressive, who want
South Carolina to move forward,
they're going to say nobody
should be wearing a mask any
way," he said. "This highlights the
issue that the Klan is out there. It
highlights the issue of hate
crimes. And it ties in with the

flag."
The law exempts holiday cos

tumes, theater productions, mas
querade balls, gas masks in a civil
defense drill or an emergency and
workers who wear masl^ for safe
ty-
South Carolina's mask law is

similar to New York's, which
drew attention when Mayor Ru
dolph Giuliani tried to deny the
Klan a rally permit but was over
ruled. The city then argued that
under an obscure 1845 law, Klan
members could not gather if they
wore hoods that covered their
faces.

A lower court said the law was
illegal, but a federal appeals court
said the city was enforcing a law
and not discriminating against the
group's message. The Klan, how
ever, has won legal victories over
anti-mask statutes in Indiana and
Pennsylvania towns.
Brown's bill also would elimi

nate penalties for burning a cross,




