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I have been asked to speak about what Rock Hill was like in 1895—
the year Winthrop came to this town. But first, I would like to take us
back in time to take a brief look at Rock Hill history prior to 1895.

Rock Hill was created in 1852 by the coming through of a railroad,
the Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta, or C. C. & A. The same railroad
created Fort Mill—that is, the railroad laid the track and built depots at
certain spots and on those spots stores and houses sprung up. There
were few towns in those days. Most people lived in the country. It was an
agricultural world. Think of the whole area covered by the counties of
York, Chester, Lancaster in SC, and Mecklenburg and Gaston in NC. In
these five counties in the 1850s only the towns that were county seats—
the courthouse towns— had as many as 500 people.

Charlotte and Chesterville, now called Chester, were the largest
towns of the five I have mentioned and they were about the same size in
1852, followed in size by Yorkville, Lancasterville and Gastonia. It was an
agricultural world with cotton the main crop.

The 1860 census showed that in 8 years Rock Hill had a population
of 100 people and 5 or 6 businesses.

In the next eight years and in spite of the Civil War, Rock Hill's
population tripled. In 1868 Rock Hill boasted of 300 people, 2 churches,
11 stores, 2 bar rooms, 2 hotels, 1 male and 1 female school, 2 carriage
shops, 3 blacksmith shops, 3 shoe shops, 1 tannery, 1 cabinet shop, a
depot and post office. And that year, 1868, Rock Hill petitioned to be
incorporated.

All of the buildings on Main Street were wooden and all were one-
story and all were cheaply built. The streets weren't paved. There were
artesian springs in the downtown area and it has been said that when
there was a great deal of rain, the main street of Rock Hill was so muddy
that mules sometimes sunk down to their bellies. Liquor was a nickel a
drink and there were plenty of customers. Gunplay was not unusual. Rock
Hill was wild with too many single, rootless men. It was not very different
from the western towns of the same era.

Sometime around 1870 there were changes as cooler heads
prevailed. Men who would become leaders of the town emerged—James
Morrow Ivy, Capt. W. Lyie Roddey, John R. London, David Hutchison and
others. They built several churches and established a newspaper.












