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Woman was well-known
for her work in education

Wtnthrop graduate
wrote several booh and

was an avid suffragette

Kate Vixon Wofford was a
standout in two fields: rural edu
cation and women's sufli^ige. She
grew up on a farm in Laurens
County, but instead of ttte^iding
the local school, she, a brother
and sister traveled four miles
each way to a school in the town
ofLaurens.

An older sister, Azile, was the
first of five Wofford daughters to
attend Wmthrop. The next year
Kate arrived and later three more
sisters came to Winthrop college.
All had splendid records but Kate
was the only one to rise to na
tional prominence in her field
Kate Wofford was valedictorian
of the class of 1916 at Wmthrop
and was also editor of the Tatler,
the school's yearbook

After graduation Kate taught
one year and then accepted a po
sition in the office of Sen. Ben
Tlllman in Washingtoa World
War I was being waged Wofford
volrinteered and served until the
end of the war as a second-class
yeoman in the navy offices in
Washingtoa Women's branches
of the armed forces coUapsed
when the war ended Kate man
aged to find a position in the At
lanta Young Women's Christian
Association (YWCA).
In the fall of 1920, Wofford re

turned to Laurens County to
teach business courses at Laurens
High School The I9th Amend
ment to the U.S. Constitution had
been ratified in January of 1920.
Wofford like many of her Wm
throp classmates, was an avid suf
fragette. D.B. Johnson, Wm-
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throp's president, had whole
heartedly supported the suffrage
movement and secured many of
the movement's leaders to speak
at Wmthrop.
In 1923, while teaching in Cary,

N.C., Kate Woffoid ran for the of
fice of Laurens County Superin
tendent / Education, defeating
three male opponents. After
thanking the 2,971 people who
cast their vote for her, she assured
them that "I shall never stint my
self of time nor energy in giving
every child in the coimty its own
best chance." She added "I shall
never forget with my entrance
into a political office that I shall
represent in a peculiar way all the
women who shall run for office in
years to come." She was the first
woman in South Carolina to hold
the office of coimty superinten
dent of schools. She served until
1930.

In 1926, Kate Wofford was
elected president of the S.C.
Teacher's Association. She was
the first woman to be elected to
that position.
She decided she needed more

education and in 1930 left South
Carolina to earn d^;rees in edu
cation: an MA- fixjm Cornell Uni
versity and a Ph.D. from Colum
bia University in New York City.
She was a professor of education
at N.Y. State College for Teachers
in Buffalo, N.Y., until 1947 when
she joined the faculty of the Uni
versity of Florida as chairwoman
of the elementary education de
partment.
By the time Kate Wofford got to

Florida, she had published several
books on education and, as an ac

tive National Education Associa
tion member, had served as editor
of the NEA yearbooks in 1934,
1939 and 1941

In 1947, she was given an award
from Kappa Delta X>i for the best
professional writing of the year.
Her book, Teaching in Small
Schools," received international
acclaim The US. War Depart
ment had the book translated into
Japanese and it became part of the
education trainii^ program for
postwar Japanese teachers.
Kate Wofford was in demand at

various institutions and served as
a visiting professor at the Univer
sity ofMinnesota and the Univer
sity of Chicago. She became an in
ternational consultimt to the
Tlirkish Ministry of Education in
19SL

Kate Wofford died in 1954 but
was not forgotten by her alma ma
ter. In 1967, one oftwo new eight-
story dormitories was named for
her (the other was named Rich
ardson). Wofford, which houses
400 students, is the only dormi
tory on the Wmthrop campus
named for an alumna.

Louise Pettus is a retired Winthrop
University history professor. Her column
appears Sundays.
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