CHARLES WOODMASONAND THE

SCOTS-IRISHPRESSYTERLiNS

Because oftheir great involvement in the makeup of Southern Culture, they have been
iabled as the blue blood ofthe South.
Many contemporary accounts, however, refer to them simply as Irish or Irish
Presbyterians.

The great Scots-Irish migrations began in earnest, as thousands upon thousands left Ulster
for the American colonies.

They boarded ship at Belfast, Deny, or Lame. They brought with them to America only
the few clothes, tools, and books which they could pack in their wooden sea chests. Huddled
below deck in the ship's hold, they endured a voyage which lasted eight weeks or more. They
continued to come right up to the beginning ofthe Revolutionary War. Most ofthe Scots-Irish
arrivals first settled in the mid-Atlantic colonies ~ particularly Pennsylvania and Maryland. These
Scots and Scots-Irish who poured into America were hardy middle-class farmers and craftsmen
who suffered in the Old World from their industriousness and their religious beliefs.
The Quakers whom had earlier settled Pennsylvania, decided that these new arrivals could
be very useful to them as a buffer against the natives to the west. So the immigrants were steered
toward the western lands ofPennsylvania by the colony's Quaker officials, but as more and more
entered the colony the land available to them became more difficult to obtain and problems began
to arise between the Scots-Irish and the Quakers. James Logan, himself a Scotsman and the
Secretary to Pennsylvania's Quaker government, was alarmed at the rapidly growing influx of
settlers into Pennsylvania from Northern Ireland. Logan reported to the colonial government.It
looks as ifIreland is to send all her inhabitants hither,for last week not less than six ships
arrived... The commonfear is that ifthey continue to come they will make themselvesproprietors
ofthe province. He further commented on the cause of his consternation,...that the settlement of
fivefamiliesfrom Ireland gives me more trouble thanfifty ofany other people.
After 1725 a land problem developed in Pennsylvania. Good land became scarce on the
frontier and the cost offarms in the east had become prohibitive. This was the single most
important cause for the southward movement. The frontier settlements grew particularly
apprehensive because oftheir exposure to attack by Indian allies ofthe French. The prospect of
war with France in Canada and the Ohio Valley caused a further migration. In order to rid
themselves ofthe ever increasing rents and land prices in Pennsylvania these Scots-Irish once
again began to look for greener pastures. They found them to the South, in the Valley of Virginia
and eventually in the Carolina Piedmont.
The Scots-Irish began moving southward in 1726 down the Great Wagon Road into the
Valley of Virginia behind the Germans who first began the trek. Within ten years, the Valley of
Virginia had filled. This led to settlement ofthe Carolina frontier beginning with the Yadkin River
Valley and then moving further west to the Catawba River Valley. The population grew rapidly,
so much so, that by 1776 an estimated one half ofthe population ofthe entire colony was located
above the fall line. Moreover, 79% ofthe white population was located in this same area. It was
much the same in North Carolina with two-fifths ofthe population located west ofthe Yadkin
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