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cAMPAIGNS OF 1730 AxD 1581 IN THE

the American fervice, was advauncing from Salifbury, with a large
body of continentals; that Colonel Porterfield was bringing f{tate
troops from Virginia ; that General Cafwall had raifed a powerful
force in North Carolina; and that Celosel Sumpter had already en-
tered the Catawba, a fettlement contiguous to the Wacfaws. Thefe
accounts being propagated, and artfully exaggerated, by the enemies
within the province, caufed a wonderful fermentation in the minds of
the Americans, which neither the lenity of the Britith government,
the folemnity of their paroles, by which their perfons and properties
ﬂd.owma m_.oﬁmzoa. nor the memory of the undeferved pardon {o lately
extended to many of them, had fufficient ftrength to retain in a flate

of {ubmiffion or neutralicy.

WarLst the Americans were colleéting their forces, Lord Rawdon
made occafional alterations in the diftribution of the King's troops
upon the frontier, in order to confirm the adherence of the loyal in-
habitants, and to obviate the defigns of the enemy. Some log houfes
were conftructed at Ninety Six, at Williamss, on the banks of the
Pacolet, and at Rocky mount. The legion infantry, a detachment of
Colonel Browne’s regiment, and Colonel Bryan's militia, were ad-
vanced to Hanging rock : Lieutenant-colonel Webfter was recalled
from that poft, and the 23d regiment fell back to Rugeley’s mills.
Major M*Arthur’s pofition in the Cheraws was deemed too forward,
and he was defired to retire fome miles into the province.

THe fiate of the country, and the exaggerated reports of the Ame-
ricans, occafioned frequent patroles of cavalry and mounted infantry
from the advanced Britith pofts; one of which experienced both dif~
grace and defeat, Lieutenant-colonel (a.) Turnbull, on fome iatelli-

(3.) In note C. .
gence
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gence from Fifhing creek, fent Captain Huck of the legion to invefti- Cuar.IL

gate the truth : The detachment committed to his care confifted of
nrmnq-mm& dragoons of the legion, twenty mounted infantry of the
New-York volunteers, and about fixty militia. On his arrival at the
crofs roads, near the fource of Fifhing creck, Captain Huck neglected
his duty, in placing his party carelefily at a plantation, without ad-
vancing any pickets, or fending out patroles : Some Americans who
were aflembled in the :nmmrvoc_.raom heard of his negligent {ituation,
and with an inferior force furprifed and deftroyed him, and a greal

part of his command.

AN inftance of treachery which took place about this time, ruined
all confidence between the regulars and the militia: The (a.) inhabi-
tants in the diftri¢ts of the rivers Ennoree and Tyger had been en-
rolled fince the fiege of Charles town, under the orders of Colonel
Floyd ; Colonel Neale, the former commanding officer, having fled
out of the province for his violent perfecution of the loyalifts. One
Lifle, who had belonged to the fame corps, and who had been ba-
nifhed to the iflands, availing himfelf of the proclamarion to exchange
his parole for a certificate of his being a good citizen, was made fecond
in command: And as foon as the battalion was completed with arms
and ammunition. he carried it off to Colonel Neale, who had joined

Colonel Sumpter’s command in the Catawba.

Tu1s reinforcement, added to his former numbers, infpired Colonel
Sumpter with a defire of fignalizing himfelf, by attacking fome of the
Britith pofts upon the froutier. Having gained the neceflary informa-
tion, he directed his efforts againft the corps at Rocky mount. (b.)

(&) In note E.. (b.) In note E..
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