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The lack of religious tolerance was one of the primary "movers" behind the
formation of the American colonies.

Nowhere was this more true than with the "backcountry" piedmont section of the
Carolinas, where York County found itself as the center of this religious settlement.
The first settlers, who were made up almost entirely of Scots-Irish Presbj^erians,
began drifting into tlie northern part of the county during the 1750s from Lancaster
and Mecklenburg Counties.

The early ethnic make-up of York County supports this. York County, on the eve of
the Revolution, was said to have been composed of 70% Scots-Irish; 20% English;
and 10% Welsh, Huguenot and native Irish.

As there were no villages yet estabhshed in the area, and would not be until after the
war, the first Scots-Irish settled in loose communal family-related groups called
"clachans," much as they had in Northern Ireland.

These clachans were located around the communal Presbyterian meetinghouses, and
became the forerunners of the congregations.

The congregation generally encompassed an area within a 10 mile radius of the
church/meetinghouse.

The Carolina piedmont, stretching from Rowan and Iredell Counties in North
Carolina southward to Fairfield County in South Carolina, was heavily populated by
these Presbyterians.

Of the first 27 churches begun in the piedmont prior to the start of the Revolution,
25 were Presbyterian (with 1 Lutheran and 1 Baptist).

The oldest congregation in York County is Bethel Presbyterian, located just six
miles east of Clover on Hwy 557.












