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At Drattonsville on yestarday, .the
King's  Mountain  Chapter of the
Daughters  of the American lev-
oiution. unveilel a monument to
the American patriots, who 123 vears
Azo. there defeated the bloody monster
Huek and his horde ~of British and
Tory maranders. The oceasion was
one of decp patriotic interest. not only
to those who had the plewsure of par-
ticipating in the exercises and the de-
lichtful  hospitalities that were so
aracefuliv  and beautifully extended:
bt to all the people of the county
and state who feel pride in the heroic
‘alor of the sturdy old apostles of
literty., who Iaid the foundations of
Ameriean liberty.

While the glorious event which this
monument is intended to commemorate
ix the common heritage of all the peo-
ple of this section. for reasons that
seemed fully justifiable to the King's
Mountain Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, the general
public was not invited to the unveil-
ing exercises. Participation was con-
fined to the members of the chapter,
lescendants of Col. Wm Bratton, and
cther heroes of the battle, and a few
nutsiders. They came by special invi-
tation from the country immediately
surrounding.  from  Yorkville, Rock
Hill and Chester. numbered about two
hundred in all, and all were the guests
of Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Bratton.

The guests bezan to armive at alout
Il oelock, and were not a little su -
prised to note the extensive prepara-
tions that had been made to ensure
their pleasant .roception. Over the
entiance to the spacious locnst and elm
shaded lawn., was strewn a long ban.

ner. boundedd with the ecolo:z of the
D. A I and hearing the legend “Wel-
come.”  American flars floated from
fence posts. and the fine old country
home of Mr. and Mrs. Bratton was
tastefully decorated botld inside and
out. Seats were arranged in all the
shadiest places about the lawn. and
as the amiving ocuests were receiverd
by the host and hostess. assisted by
members of the D. A. R.. ther were
not only bidden. but made to feel at
home.  The Springstein brass banl
from Chester. which had been espe-
cially engaged for the occasion. fur-
nished music throughout the day.

The exercises of the day were com-
menced at 12 o'clock. and were opened
with prayer by Rev. J. K. Hall, pastor
of Bethseda, after which the orator of
the day was introduced hy W. B. Me-
Caw. Esq.. as follows:

The descendants of seventy-five
patriots of the American Revolution.
whose names shall be published at the
close of these exercises, have assem-
bed here today under the auspices of
the King’s Mountain Chapter Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution to
commemorate in granite and bronze
their appreciation of the deeds of he-
oism, valor and self-sacrifice of their
sires that for more than one hundred
and tweny-three years found its only
monument in the hearts of a grateful
people.

Leonidas und his Spartans at Ther-
mopylae had registered no more solemn
vow to repel the invader -or to dje
than did this devoted band—the first
amd only organized resistance to Brit-
ish power and invasion in South Car-
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olina, since the fall of Charleston in
Moy A, D, 1780,

That these patriots had resolved to
conquer or to die, is fully evidenced hy
the fnct that setting out from th-ir
place of refuge in No th Carolina with
one bumd.ed and  thirty-three men—-
there were oniy seventy-five actual
participants in the bait’s we rov co -
memorate, on the Amcrieen side. No
one who did not prefe death to sur-
render to DBriton or Tory was wanted
in th t band,

Opposed to these seventy-five le-
roes, whose names constitute a heri-
taze without price to th-ir des-endants
was a  detrchment of DBritish horse,
numbering 400 and a large loly of
Tories.  How complete was the suc-
cess of the patriots anidl how he-o’cali
thex de ortell themselves in latt'e
Wil conctitute the story of their giory
which will Le told to you by the orator
of the day, whom I now have the
plezswie of presenting—ihe Hon. Da-
vid Edward Finley—our congressmai.

As Mr. Tinlev arose. on the conclu-
sion of Mr. MeCaw’s remarks, there
was applause. Mr. Finley d:livered a
carefully prepared histoiical add ess as
follows:

Tke Story of the Battle

Madam  TRegent, Members of King's
Mountrin Chapter Daughters of the
American  levolulion, Ladies and
Goztlawren:

As a gene.al progositon, all great was
are  fought to settle some great
question.  The American Revolution
was fought to sceure to the Ameriean
people liLerty anl imdepenedente. His-
torinns generally state that the azreat
question, the seltiement of which even-
tuated in  the war, was “Taxation
without Representation.”  Technically
speaking, this is not true; aml as a

matter of fact. the taxation of the
American  colonies by Geat Britain
v thout their consent w-s onlr one of
the incidents to the exercise of sov-
ereignty by the Mother Conrtv and
was simply an object lezson. and in the
matter of the tax on tea was so in-
tended by the British parliament.

What the gre:t mass of the Ameri-
can  people  objected to. was DBritish
sovereintv. and themselves leing hell
as  colonists  of the British erown.
AMany of them to escape persecution
awd oppression. civil and relizious. had
emigrated to America. and here for
aenerations they had enjoyed this 1ib-
erty. and at the time of the Nevolution
the thirteen colonies in point of pap-
wlation,  wea’th  amd  progress.  had
reazhel the point where ther eould
not Irook the insolent exercise of »u-
tho=ty by the D.itish government. for
the resson that they wishel po'ticeal
freelom and felt stro
up -for themselves in the family of na-
tions and mwaintain their position.

The sentiment for independence and
ertre sepniation from the mother
co'ntry  was  particularly  strong  in
Serth Carolina—mo'e so than in any
other of the wvolonies. In the early
progress of the wa-, March 24th, 1775,
South Carelinn. acting through ler
temesentatives, dissolved all  reln-
tions with England. establisheld a con-
stitution and became a fiee amd inde-
pemlent state.  Under this constitu-
tion it was treason and relellion to ail
or abet the British goverament. From
1719, when the colonists overthrew
the Proprietary government and be-
cawe a royal province, down to the
Revolution, Fo:th Caolita hadl beon
favored in every way by the British
crown, and now that it was the first
to throw off the British yoke, she Dbe-
came  particularly obnoxious to Great

enonth to set
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Tritain, and great efforts were made
throughout 1he war to conguer the
state.  Ducing the years 1775, 76, °T7,
78 and 7O, the Whig forces were uni-
formly successful.  Early in 1780 all
thizs was changed.  On the 12th of
May, Charleston surrendered to  the
Brizish.

After the fall of Charleston, all open
opposition to the British in South Ca:-
olina ceased for a few wecks.  The
Dritish, in order to make secure their
conquest, stationed bodies of troops in
different sections of the state; and,
while the patriots could no longer rea-
sonably hope for success, the spirit of
liberty burned with quenchless flame
in_ the breast of the Whizs in this
section of South Carolina. This flame
was fanned by the wanton cruelty of
the British, and particularly by the
acts of the bloody Tarleton at Wax-
law (Buford’s massacie,) in Lancas-
ter county, where, on May 20th, he had
put to the sword several hundred Vir-
ainians after resistance had ceased and
quarter wus asked. After this last act
of murder and slaughter by Tarleton,
the Whigs found a new rallying cry.
“liemember Tarleton.”

[ recollect very well some years ago
vhen 1 was travelling in the upper
seot on of Lancaster county, I came to
an humble monument enclosed by a
rude stone fence, and out of curiosity
1 stopped and examined the monument.
It was dedicated to the memory of
('olonel Buford and his four hundred
Virginians, the majo.ity of whom were
slnughtered at that place by Tarleton
in cold blood and after resistance hud
ceased. On the monument are in-
inzeribed the words quoted.

The counties, (districts then), of Fair-
field. Chester. Lancaster and York,
were largely populated by Whigs, and

to their imperisiable honor, history
truthiully records that during all the
dark days of the Revolution they nev-
cr took the outh of allegiance to the
British. or were paroled prisoners.
While opposition in other paits of the
stute had ceased. this could not be the
ense in this section. After the surren-
der of Charleston, the British boasted
that the conquest of South Carolina
was complete. But they did mot know
the spirit which actuated and the love
of liberty that controlled the Whigs in
the counties of Fairfield, Chester, Lan-
caster and York.

On the 24th of May, 1780, Captain
John McClure with a party of Whigs
attacked and defeated a band of To-
ries under Captain Houseman at Beck-
hamville in Chester county. On the
26th of May, two days afterwards. Co-
lonel William Bratton and Captain
John McClure, with a small body of
their Whigs neightors. attacked and
routed a band of Tories at Mobley's

meeting house on Little river in Fair-
field county. On the 20th of June,

1780, at Ramsour’s Mill, on the South
Fork of the Catawba, the Tories, un-
der Moore and Welsh, were defeated
by the Whigs under Colonel Locke.
These attacks, at 2 time when the
British were boasting of their conquest

of the state. showed to them that in
this section of South Carolina at lenst
the spirit of liberty still lived, and
aroused them to greater efforts in or-
der to punish the patriots who dared
1esist  England’s rule,

At this time a Dritish post was es-
tablished at Rocky Mount, in Chester
county, under the command of Colonel
Turnbull.  To conquer the Whigs in
this section, as well as to avenge the
defeat of the Tories at Beckhamville,
AMobley's meeting house and Ramsour’s
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AlIL Colonel Turnbudl sent out Cap-
tain  Christian  Huck. with fowr hun-
dredd  British  troops  and  about five
hundred  Tories, to accomplish  the
work. Huck made his  headquarters
for sometime in the neighborhood of
White's Mill. now Lando. in Chester
count v, From thiz point he <ent ont
expeditions into the anrrounding coun-
try.  whose business it was to  en-

courage the Tories and to subxdue the
Whigs,  Tory bamds robbed the Whigs

of their property, burnel their houses
and even committed murder in eold
blood.  During this time the house of
the Reveiend .John Simpson. pastor of

ty and devilery we.e perpetrated by
Tory bands,

General  Sumter’s  headgnarters  at
this time were at Clem’s Branch in
Laneaster county.

In York and Chester counties. the
Whigs  were active, and Colonel Wil-
liam  Bratton, Colonel Edwani Lacey.
Cap.tain John McUClhwe and John Mills
Vere engaged in arousing the Whigs
to 1esistance. Sueeess erowned  their
efforts and in a short time 4HW men,
monnted amd armed, were uuthered in
these two counties, History states that
in this pumber were included all the
able bodied men fit for serviee, The

Cal. William Bratton's Revolutionary Home

Fishine  Crevk  church, was  burned:
Willinm  Strong  while  enguged  in
reading his Bible. was cruelly shot:
and many other acts of waunton eruel-

purpose of the Whig leaders was. to
drive the Tories from this section of
the stute.

When the, Americans gathered, it
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was at lirst intended to attack the
jritish  and  Tories at White's Mill
inow Lando), in Chester county; but
on arriving there about sundown on the
11th of July. it was found that Huck
had moved his eamp to Brattonsville.
in York county, a distance of about
fifteen miles. . It was determined to
follow and attack him that night. Ow-
ing to an order’s being misunderstood.
some one hundered and fifty or more
of the Whigs returned to the east bank
of Catawba river, and Colonels Bratton
and Lacey. Capt. McClure and other
leaders proceeds with less than 350
men.  Huck was found encamped in
the neighborhood of Brattonsville, near
the house of Colonel Willinm Bratton.
From Reuben Lacey, a Torev and
brother of Colonel Edward Lacey, it
was learned -that the British were en-
camped at James Williamson's house;
also the location of the sentinels was
ascertained. On reaching this point.
the Tories proceeded to maraud the
country and plunder the Whigs.

The Whigs. under the command of
Colonels Bratton and Lacey, Captain
Jdohn  McClure and others, reached
Drattonsville after midnight on the
morning of July 12th, 1780, The forces
under them are variously estimated by
historizns.  The lowest estimate places
the number at 75, another at 133, and
another at 330. Certainly the number
of the patriots engnged was small as
compared to that of the British and
Taries. who numbered 900. Ramsey,
Sims and Chapman. in their histories
of South Carolina, state that the Amer-
itan forces at the battle of William-
son’s  plantation. or Huck's defeat
Were under the command of General
Sumter.  This iz not true, as (ieneral

Sumter was not present aml took no
part whatever in the battle, and. as a
matter of fact knew nothing what-
ever of the oceurrence until after-
wards. I presume that the erros was
occasioned by the fact that Colonel
William Bratton and other leaders with
him in the battle all recognized Colo-
nel  Sumrter's authority, he being a
biigzadier general and the highest in
command in this section of the state.

The Whigs carefully laid their plans
and about 4 o'clock on the morning
of July 12th. the attack on the Brit-
ish and Tories was made. The B.itish
were enclosed in a lot or field around
James  Williamson’s  house. entered
on each side by a lane. The at-
tack was made on both sides of the
enclosure,  The British were af a dis-
advantage on this account. and beiny
uasleep until the Americans approache.!
within seventy-five vards- of their en-
campment were taken by . surprise.
Huck, aroused from his slumber by
the roar of the American muskets amd
rifles. mounted his horse. rode hack
and forth along his lines and did all
that he could to rally his men. but all
to no purpose.  The Whigs, many of
whom resided in the immediate neigh-
borhood, (particula:ly was this true of
Colonel William Bratton and.the Wil
linmsons), fighting for home. family
and country. attacked the enemy, and
like heroes did they sustain them-
selves. The battle lasted one hour, and
the victory was complete. Forty of
the enemy were dead; more than fifty
wounded; the remainder, with the ex-
ception of a small number, who es-
caped, were. made. prisoners. Among
the slain was the monster Huck, and
the cruel Ferguson. The patriot loss

was one kill«l. 2 man named Camphell.
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The victory was most important in
that it was the first time since the
swrender of Charleston by (eneral
Lincoln that any considerable body of
British troops had et with defeat.
One immediare vesult of the bettle
was the incrense of the forces uncier
General Sumter. The Whigs throuzh-
out the state became active. aml not-
withstanding the fact that the incapa-
ble Gates wrs defeated on the 15th of
August at Ca by Lord Cornwal-
lis. the btt'e of Musgrove's Mill was
fought on Auzust 18th. resulting in a
vietory for the Americans under Gen-
eral Williams.

Huck’s defeat followed by the victo-
ry at Muserove's Mill led uwp to the
battle of King’s Mountain on October
T'h. 1780, Without Huck's defeat the
ttle of Musgrove's Mill would hard-
I have been fought. and without these
victories. there is little likelihood that
the battles of King’s Mountnin »nd
Cowpens would have taken place. nmd
without these battles. it is improbable
that the war of the Revolution would
have been sueccessiul.

* The women of the Revolution played
their part in the great struggle for in-
dependence. Particularly was this trua
in this section of the st-to. Hls-
tory states oi Mrs. Martha Bratton. the
wife of Colonel William Braiton. that
on the evening of the day preceding
the battle a squad of Tories came to
her husband’s house and informed her
that “they wished to see her husband.
When she told them that he was not
at home, and she di'nt know where
he was, a Tory ruffian swore that he
would make her know. And seizing a
grain sickle he placed it in position
around - her mneck, and drawing his
sword, with-an oath told her that if

she did not tell her husband's where-
abouts. he would cut off her head, Inr
this position, with her little son John
Bratton, then about six vears of age.
clinging to her dress. with death star-
ing her in the face, she exhibired a.
courage sublime. and without excite-
ment answered the threat to take her
life by stating that. she had told. the
simple truth and co:ld nct tell if she
would, and added th-t she would. not
it she could.  She vas rescued by a
Tory. Caprain Adazmzon, vho et the
villianous Tory with the flat of his
sword and kicked him out of the
house. Captain - Adamson  then ad-
dressed Jrs. Bratton. expressinz re-
gret at the occmrence and eave her
assurances of protection, ‘

Shortly  after this, Colonel Ilnek
mmie to the house. and in an interview
with Mrs. Dretton adroitly and politely
endeavo.ed to persunde her to use her
influence with her hushand to mive up
the Whiz canse. and accept a commis-
sion in the Dritish service. She ans-
wered him that Colonel Dratton was
in Sumter's army. and that she wonll
rather see him die there. true to the
cause of liberty. than to have him a
traitor in the Dritish service. As [
hve already stated. the bloody Huck
amd the cinel Ferguson were slain in
battle—the former by Thomas Carroll.

After the baitle was over, an inci-
dent oceurred which was a sequel to
the attack made on JMrs, Dratton the
day before, Colonel Bratton. being
informed of the attack on his wife.
was erroneously told that Captain
Adamson was the man guilty of the
outrage.  He and Captain Chambers
were about to put Captain Adamson,
who had been captured, to death.
Captain - Adamson  protested that he



