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These all-day, all-night
operations were tightly

. controlled by state

 Pioneer families came to this

‘area in the early 1750s. The first
seitleménts were widely ' scat-

tered. The Catawba Indians were

. &1end1ybutthereweremaraud

ing tribes: from elsewhere to fear.

. It'was important to keep in touch

with other settlements, and not

- just for protection. They needed
o to tradegoodsandtoexchange

information.
'Ibdaywedon’tthmkoftheCa—
tawba River as-an 0| e. Our
fqrefathe;sdld.lttook cen-
tury after the first settlers arrived
for the first railroad to cross the
rivér, It took another two-thirds
of ‘a century before there was a
sxngle bridge across the river. The
ﬁrstbndgelasted fouryearsbe-

than any other

fore a flood swept it ‘down the
river. And it was another decade
before the first permanent bridge

was built. There. are still people -

alive who can remember when
the only way to cross the river

" was to swim it, ford it at a low

spot, row a boat
across, get on a
ferry or take a
‘train across.
Until  the
1920s, -more
people  used
public ferries
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Louise
method. of Pettus
crossing. All of
the known fernes in the colonial
period were rope ferries. A pole
with a pulley upriver from
the ferry boat. Ropes attached to
the pulley and the ferry boat
shifted the boat into or away from
the forces ofthe‘ﬂowmgwateras
the ferryman steered with a
wheelathchedtotheferry

Aﬁer the Revolunonary War,

"General

.the first S.C. eonstmmon re-
qmredthateveryferrylnthestate

. obtain a franchise, The franchises

were issued for a 14-year period.

The franchise provided rules

for operation. The law stated that

two able-bodied persons must’

keep. the ferry going during the

" day and at night. If the ferryman
caused the passenger to be de-
layedmhistravelsthenthepenal-
ty was to pay the

passenger 40
shillings for each hour of delay. -

. Not -all travelers had to pay.. ries.
Thelawmédea;cepﬁon’for

heads of state, members of the
ly, all ministers
of the gospel, all people going to
church, anyone going or return-
ing from militia muster, troops of

‘the Continental Arniy and Indi-

ans. Even though the ferryman
didn’t get paid for carrying these
travelers, he would be fined if he
refused.

Not only that, there were rate
schedules. Cheapest rates were

.forcatﬂeandsheep Nextcheap-

'estwerepersonsonfoot.Atthe

topofthescalewexehorse-drawn
with each rider tallied.

carriages ,
These were the luzury vehicles of

the day. Almost 4s much were

loaded wagons of goods. -
‘While the state controlled the

ferries (because they often car-

"ried goods between counties’

smcemanycounuahadrwetsas

boundary lines), the counties had’

coritrol of the roads within the
countyMa)orroadsledtothefer-

By the 1820s, the major com-
mercial towns of this area were
Camden (for people headed to
Columbia and Charleston) and

Charlotte (for those headed

north). There were two ways to
get from Camden to Charlotte.
Onecouldtakeastralght(and
shorter) route by using the Na-
tional Road (now US. 52D
through Lancasterville. Or, cross
theCatawbaonaferrytoChester
and take the road to Yorkville,
andcrossbnasecond’ferryatthe
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Femes carry I'lCh history of nVer crossmgs

‘presentBusterBoydBndgeand I

on to Charlofte.

. Eventhoughmeyhadtopay

fees to cross on two ferries, peo-
ple favored the longer Chester
Yorkville route because it was -

'much easier for wagons to negoti-

ate. It is estimated that by the

"1820s, 4,000 loaded. wagons a

aossedthenveratMason’s

'ferryeastonorkvxlle.

To keep up the roads, there
were. other iegulations. The
grandpn’iesoftheoounﬁesdeter-

'mmedthoseandtheshenﬁwas

and
neighborhood labor to keep up
the roads. Any man who refused
to work on the roads, or tofurnish
a substitute laborer, was subject
to a stiff fine.

Louise ‘Peftus'is a retired Winthrop
University history professor. Her column
appears Sundays. .




