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THE SOUTHERN POWER COMPANY

August Kohn
(Evening Herald (Rock Hill) reprint, News and Courier

story, Dec. 29, 1910)

The story of how the Southern Power Company started reads
almost like a romance. The Catawba Power Company was the
beginning of the development that has spread from one end of
upper Carolina to the other. Dr. W. Gill Wylie, who was the moving
spirit in the Catawba development was interested in the Portman
Shoals project at Anderson. He believed in water powers and looking
around for a development discovered the possibilities of the
Catawba River and began this development by organizing the
Catawba Water Power Company. Later on he interested the Dukes,
but Dr. Wylie bore the brunt and had a hard burden in developing
the Catawba plant and getting it started. It had serious mishaps and
interruptions, began with less money that it was expected the plant
would cost, and while almost everyone else lost heart. Dr. Wylie out
of his own resources invested practically all of his own means, and
finally was rewarded by success. The Dukes came Into the situation
after that time, and of course, Dr. Wylie has not lost in any way.

It will be interesting to note the genesis, so to speak, of the
Great Falls—Rocky Branch developments, as these are the initial
links in the Southern Power development.

Commencing in Chester county, about seven miles north of
the Fairfield line, the Catawba River drops through a series of shoals
about 200 feet, thus forming one of the finest sites in the county
for the development of water power. To avoid these shoals, for
purposes of inland navigation between the upper-county and the
ocean, the State in the early part of the last century constructed a
series of boat canals. The two large creeks. Fishing Creek and Rocky
Creek, which train the southeastern part of Chester county, empty
in the Catawba within the limits of this section and portions of these
creeks, extending to their mouths, were used to empty the canal
into these parts of the creek and these formed parts of the canal.
The extreme northern part of the canal belonged to Henry
Gladden—about three-quarters of a mile. Here there is not much fall












