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Turn your thoughts back to the year 1701. A young Englishman in his twenties

by the name of John Lawson has just landed at the port of Charles Town. In his

pocket he carried a commission from the Crown to be the first Surveyor General of

North Carolina. He was not trained to be a surveyor. He was instead a college

graduate with a special interest in botany. There was a belief among some of the

European scientists of his day that in the New World one would find the cures for the

diseases of the Old World. They believed that over here would be found rare plants

whose roots, berries, or bark had special healing qualities. Lawson had wangled the

appointed of surveyor general in order to get free passage and pursue his hobby.

He hired some Indians as guides and started on the Ashley River intending to

follow it upstream into North Carolina. From the Ashley river he went up the Santee,

and then the Congaree, next the Wateree and at present-day Camden the Wateree

became the Catawba River. All along the way he stopped at Indian villages. He

found the villages spaced about ten miles apart and he found the people of each

village were very different in their customs and habits from the people in other

villages.

On the Catawba River Lawson found the Waxhaw Indians living in a large and

flourishing village in what is still called the Waxhaws of Lancaster County. Lawson

wrote a lengthy account of the Waxhaws - a most unusual and fascinating group. It is

the only account of them that we have because within 18 years the Waxhaws will

completely vanish - victims of a smallpox epidemic and warfare which caused the few

who did survive to go to other tribes - it is thought that probably the Catawbas took

them in.

Next, Lawson visited the Catawba villages. He states that he saw a field in

cultivation that was seven miles long. He was referring to the famous Kings Bottoms -

a stretch of very fertile soil in the Indian Land section of Lancaster County. The seven

miles stretched from where Sugar Creek flows into the Catawba River down to Twelve

Mile Creek which is on the north side of the present-day village of Van Wyck. It is the












