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The Catawba Indian Land is an area that is 15 miles square, or 144,000
acres. It encompasses the eastern part of York Gounty--Rock Hill and it suburbs,
all of Fort Mill township--and the northern section of Lancaster County called
Indian Land. Also there is a little point that goes down into Chester County. The
Catawba Indian Land is the territory involved in a law suit today..

There has been a great deal published about the Catawba lndians--4 full
length books, a bibliography, numerous articles. The last and most scholarly
book of all was written by James Merrill -The Indians New World.
The theme of the book, it seems to me is "the survival of the Catawba Indians."
It is the only S.C. tribe now in existence. There were at least twenty In 1700.
James Merrell thinks the Catawbas survived because they had a special
cohesiveness and a rare shrewdness. He found them to be tough and
adaptable. More than once he points out that time and again white men,
including several governors of South Carolina, had pronounced the Catawba
Nation as dead or destroyed but that the Nation had come back. Once there
were only 30 people who could be identified as Catawbas. Now there are at
least 1500.

Besides the survival abilities of the Catawbas, Merrell dwells often on the
fact that the Catawbas were geographically well-placed-that if one looks at the
maps closely, one can see that the Catawbas had a superb central point with
trails running in all directions. When the Virginians wished to trade with them
there was a trail-Okeeneechee Trail-that already existed and that the Catawbas
were trading with other Indians before the whites arrive. They had a trail network
that stretched from Philadelphia, through Petersburg, Salisbury, N.C., Charlotte,
crossing the Catawba River at the Nation Ford, down to Chester, to Saluda, to
Augusta and thence to the Mississippi River. The Catawbas were already the
dominant trading group when the white man first turned to the notion of buying
deerskins from the Catawbas.

The effects of smallpox reduced the Catawbas to one-third of their former
numbers in 1739 and again by two-thirds in 1759. As the Catawbas became
smaller in population they naturally had such a reduction in warriors that they are
less of a threat to the whites. But the Catawbas became more vulnerable to

invasion by other Indian tribes and this causes them to seek more aid from the
South Carolina government. They pled for forts and got two.

In 1763, at the end of the French & Indian wars, the Catawbas ceded their
claim to a large area of land that stretched up into the Vadkin Valley of NC and
down to Camden between the Catawba and Broad Rivers to the English
government in exchange for the absolute guarantee of the 15 mile square area
and the right to hunt anywhere in S.C. The English allowed the Catawbas to
decide whether they wanted to be a part of N.C. or S.C. and they chose S.C. In
1772, just four years before the outbreak of the American Revolution, the NC-SC








