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Why?

No one had ever written an entire book on the leasing system. There have been
at least four books written about the Catawba Indians that are quite good.
Douglas Summers Brown wrote the first one (The Catawba Indians—The People
of the River). James Merrill wrote with the longest title: The Indians' New World;
The Catawbas and Their Neighbors From European Contact Through the Era
of Removal; Charles Hudson's Catawba Nation; Tom Blumer's Bibliography of
the Catawba was very helpful. Chapman J. Milling has a section on the
Catawbas in his book Red Carolinians. There is the work of Frank Speck,
monographs done by the Smithsonian and I could go on and on. There were
mentions of the leasing system but most of them only say that after the American
Revolution the Catawbas began leasing out their land that had been given to
them by the English government as a reward for fighting against Indian enemies
of the English (Cherokees) during the French and Indian Wars which ended in
1763. The Catawbas were allowed to choose whether they wanted the land grant
to be located in North Carolina or in South Carolina.

The Indians chose South Carolina—no doubt because they had a long
relationship with the royal governor in Charles Town. They got title to an area of
15 square miles or 144,000 acres. Period. There were no restrictions on what the
Catawbas could do with this land. It was theirs. Forever, if they could keep it.
They didn't.

Impetus to learn more on the topic: Reading in Mrs. Brown's book about the
election of William Pettus to the SC General Assembly, something I had not
heard of before.

Getting a microfilm reader= Winthrop Dean, Ross Webb's grant for an Oral
History project. Success in that caused me to ask for the reader & for him to
come up with it.

Taught methods courses to future teachers .... One of the topics was teaching
local history.. ..applied for a reader... I started buying reels from the SC
Department of Archives and History.Estate Records, court cases...source
materials.. .one of the things discovered was a court case ."Sutton vs. Jackson."
Among many papers submitted to the court was on Alexander Sutton, whose wife
was Mary Candiish. She had inherited 1500 acres from her grandfather when she
was only 4 years old. My William Pettus's wife was Mary Knox, the daughter of






