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In the fall of 1987, Scarecrow Press published "Bibliography of the

Catawba, compiled and annotated by Thomas J. Blumer.
The 502-page book is the 10th volume of the "Native American

Bibliography Series" and will, no doubt, be invaluable to anyone interested
in locating information about the Catawba Indians. It is of special local
interest because of the tremendous number of references to people and
events associated with York County

In combination, the entries (arranged chronologically) and the
lengthy index serve to point out the major events of Catawba history

There are 4,271 references that cover 305 years of Catawba
history. Of these references, 612 deal with events before the American
Revolution and 640 more cover the period between the Revolution and
the Civil War. The bulk are in recent times. More than 500 references are

cited for the Catawba land claim as it has moved through the U. S. court
system during the past ten years.

Blumer found these references in many places. Newspapers were a
valuable resource. Blumer cites 75 newspapers, many of which are no
longer published. In the colonial period, the South Carolina Gazette
carried all of the official news and its accounts reveal the significant role
played by Catawbas in serving as a go-between for other Indian tribes and
the Royal government.

In modern times the major suppliers of articles on the Catawbas
were the Rock Hill Herald, the Fort Mill Times, and the Yorkville Enquirer.
Blumer's position (senior editor of the law library) enabled him to take
advantage of the tremendous capabilities of the Library of Congress to
locate materials and articles that can only be labeled as obscure.

Among the sources, as would be expected, are the official archives
of the state of South Carolina and the National Archives in Washington.

The South Carolina Archives houses a large number of the extant
Catawba Indian land leases—some 128 leases. Blumer lists each of the

leases, the date of the lease, the number of acres involved, and the
names of the leaseholders and the Indian officers who granted the lease.

The National Archives' holdings begin in the 1880s and include all
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs files on the Catawbas.

Besides the land leasing system, and references to cultural artifacts
(chiefly pottery), there are numerous references to Catawbas and
warfare.




