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Nation Ford Chronology

1652— As early as 1652, caravans on their way to trade with the Catawba Indians crossed
the Catawba River at Nation Ford and passed along what was called the Great Western
Trading Path, Saluda Road, or Indian Trading Path.
1670- July. Henry Woodward, went

1672—Catawbas visited by John Lederer. Said that he heard the head-men "deliver
themselves with as much judgment and eloquence as I should have expected from men of
civil education and literature." Their oratory was picturesque and poetic. Belts of wampum
and the calument ceremony played important parts in both peace and war deliberations.

1673—^Virginia traders, records show, came down the Occaneechee Trail as early
as 1663.

(Verner W. Crane, Southern Frontier). That year, the Charles Town
government decided to send traders to the Catawba.

1685—First map drawn that shows SC tribes=Gascoyne's plat

1690s on— British saw Indian tribes as a market for British made goods: guns,
tomahawks, hoes, brass kettles, knives, rum, beads, hawk bells, and cloth. The Indians
offered mainly deerskins. But while British goods were inexhaustable, the deer became
more and more scarce (depleted by 1715 but deerskin trade lasted for a hundred years.) and
the Indians became dependent upon the British (in the year 1707 Carolina exported 121,355
skins. Also, with a few exceptions, the British traders were poor, illiterate and often in debt
to the British merchants. The Indians hated them and the traders cheated the Indians.

1700—^August. John Lawson landed in Charleston

December 1700-appolnted by the Lords Proprietors to make a
reconnalsance survey of the Interior of Carolina. The only white men who had
been Into the Carolina backcountry were some Spanish soldiers under Capt.
Juan Pardo In the fall of 1566,134 years earlier and a few Virginia traders.
Lawson traveled up the east side of the Santee, Wateree and Catawba rivers,
passing In succession the territories of various tribes-the Sewee, Santee,
Congaree, Waterree, and Waxhaw tribes until he came to the Catawba (Esaw
and Kadapaw). Here he took the great trading path from Virginia to Georgia and
followed It Into North Carolina as far as OccaneechI village, near present-day
Hlllsboro, N. C.

(James Mooney of the Bureau of Ethnology of the Smithsonian traced the route and
commented that from Richmond, through Greensboro, Salisbury, and Charlotte and into
South Carolina the route of the road that came to be the Nation Ford road was almost

identical to the route of the Southern railroad.)
See Lawson* s Journey.










