
Massey School

In 1966, Ada White Sharpies reminisced about her first
day at school in the Fort Mill Times.

Ada White was 6 in 1892 when Massey School opened on
Doby's Bridge Road south of Fort Mill. The oldest children in her
family had been instructed by their father., "somewhat
haphazardly." Her three brothers closest in age to Ada had
been instructed by Avie Kimbrell and Bess and Alice White in
their homes. Again, instruction was haphazard.

Fort Mill Graded School was too far away. There were no
school buses. The road was not paved and nearly impassable by
horse and wagon in the winter.

Frank Massey had children to educate. He and the Ardrey
family donated land for a one-room wooden school house, built
of secondhand materials. In Mrs. Sharpies' memory, the room
was about 15 feet by 25 feet. There was a spring in the back,
and parents furnished the wood for the stove.

The first teacher was Susie White, 18-year-old sister of
Ada. Miss Susie had spent a week at the York County
Courthouse taking examinations for a license to teach. Her
students remember her as a person of great dignity, whose
word was absolute. When some of the parents requested that
Latin be taught their children. Miss Susie, who had never
studied Latin, began studying and preparing lessons for each
day — one step ahead of her students, her father, who had
studied Latin in an academy, checked her lesson plans.

As was the custom in cotton-growing communities,
school "took up" after cotton picking was finished, any time
from late November to January. School "let out" for spring
planting and during the summer, generally from June through
August, held aother session.

The students ranged in age from Ada's 6 years to adults
who had never attended school before. She remembered the




