
EX-SLAVE REMINISCENCES

When Eliza Hill White was 100 years old in 1959 she was
interviewed by Virginia Davis. Mrs. White had been bom into
slavery near Tirzah in York County and had a keen memory of
her childhood and of the terrible years of the Reconstruction
Era that followed the Civil War.

Eliza's father lived on the Sam Johnson farm; her mother
and the children lived on Robert Quinn's farm over a mile away.
The father came every Saturday and stayed until Sunday night
when he returned to work the crops on Johnson's farm until
the following Saturday.

Eliza had few memories of the Civil War itself but had

vivid memories of the years afterward when the Ku Klux Klan
was very active. Her father was hard-working and ambitious,
the very type of man that the KKK feared. Hill had acquired
land and built his own home. KKK members broke into the

home and plundered it. After that, the family would work the
farm by day but walk over a mile to sleep in a house owned by
a Paris family who allowed them to use it.

In the late 1870s when recruiters came through this area
selling tickets for Liberia with promises of great prosperity for
those blacks willing to take a chance. Hill sold the land and
house for $3,000 and bought tickets. Fortunately, he left the
bulk of his money with Arnold Friedheim, a Rock Hill merchant,
in case the Liberian venture did not work out.

In 1959 Eliza could still remember the giant ocean waves
and the disappointment they felt with conditions in Liberia.
The family soon returned to America but her uncle, Solomon
Hill, along with his family remained in Liberia.

Eliza was an exceptionally bright child. When she was 5
years of age she had learned to read. It was against the laws
of the state to teach a slave to read and write but no one

checked on that sort of thing. She managed to attend Scotia
Seminary at Concord, N.C. and Lincoln Academy in Kings
Mountain, N.C. As a result Eliza Hill became one of the first




