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War Belween the States broke oul, and his me

enl
bei

le was also a wizard at lraining his assist
hey were able 1o anticipate his every need. Ile kept Grey‘s an

he procedure and 80 over it wilh the assistan(s and nurse
octors who have used;them successfully. It is to be regretted th

P [these new methods and present them to Medical Journals but he

gfandfather Dr. John Bel Fennell was an inspiration (o hij
medicine in Cincinnatj when he was 38 ye

William Wallace Fennel|M. D.F A C. s
k !

From l_\'_fgg_g_f_Mg'[&_ig\_gg_u_(b_Cg_r(_ﬂmg edited by J. C. Hemphill (Editor in cheif
"News and Currier”) in 1908 Vol. 11 p. 147-148, compasthismsrsmnt. [This was
rilten belore he began his privale hospital l@mﬁlnﬁrma_r_y_i.z 1910 and became .
Nous as a "genious surgeon.”| |lis repulation as a nalionally recognized master
rgton came first with his unusual techniques in the treatinent of peritinitus-a
eaded coniplication prior o the advent of penocilin in the laiz 1930's-] well
nember when Cousin John Roddey became suddenly ill when Daddy was out of
vy and his friends rushed him home 1o immediately operate; but Daddy said 1
st wail until the ice packs have caused the pus (o become “walled off" (as he
ressed it) before I dare $0 inand removed (he ruplured appendix and put in
inage tubes. Ile was ambidexterous with his fingers mar-&lously coordinated;
1 he was thereby able to operate in a fraction of the time it took other surgeons.

ants and Operaling room nurses sg that

fatomy and a pencil
d pad by his bedside and if he had an unusual operatir coming up, he'd diagram

s before the operations.
W many, many new rocedures he worked out himself and assed on to youn

Y I e Yy |
at he did not wrife-

always said,
1 too busy thinking and doing, someone else will have to write."

Well, I've strayed from my efforts o tell first, about Daddy’s early years. His
m, having studied
ars old, after he was married with eight
Idren. Tlis father was studying in medical schools also in Cincinnaii when the

dical education was interrupled.” He
isted for the duration of the war serving five years as a medic and a musician,

ng with Lee when he surrendered. tHe told my grandmother Ilenrietta Lyle that
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llVe ardships, suflering, and sorrows of the wars had killed him "in spirit." He s

nred so much (o return to "Med" school, bul of course, there
said his "main spring” was broken, tha{ he couldn't concentr

was no money, and
ate well enough 1o

‘coplinue his studies, During the war years, he had been the medic (ag w#ﬂf@%ﬁﬂ"!}‘l@"
bapd) and many comrades have testified as (o the fine service k
James Reid's (of Richburg, 5.C.) mother wrot

he performed. " Dr. '
€ 0 me an accouni a7 how he saved her

wr-in-law's life at Bull Run by rigging up a "murphy drip” from a lin can and a

pigeg of his "shirt tail” and propping it on a forked stick 1o slowly drip over a wound

om off leg-1o keep it moist and to keep the flies away. He returned from the
flict to his wife Alethea Beckharmn whom he'd married in 1861. Thier first child,
a,1vas born 2 May, 1865 followed by Wallace in 1869, Alva 1873, Bratton 1875, and

Addie in 1877. His wife Alethea died Feb. 2, 1881, and he, afier many years of, . .

lining health, died Jan. 8, 1893. His children and his violin had been his solace.

The children were taken unto their grandparents, Celena Wallacz and Com. |

solm IS,l'eckham.

Since his father died belore the children were grown, and the war had. left his
Prosperous grandparents poor, young Wallace had to work after school;hours
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egrn enough o [0 8o to Business l’.)cPaI‘llnerlt of the University of Kentucky.
e had alttended : Lcal schools and Bank's Academy at Richburg and seemed
bl prepared for ... ge work, as he received a gold medal for “proficiency” in

lldge, from which he graduated in 1887 Fle then became manager of the
bréantile depariment of the Fishing Creek Mnfe. Co. in Lando where he remained
] 1892, Those five years were very important ones, for it was during this period
at|he met his precious wile 1o be- Mary Rose Lyle.

Mary Rose’s father had practiced medicine in Chester for many years and his

—

wuphier had atlended the "graded school” there where she had made an excellent

cord. When her father suffered a stroke and had to curtail his practice, the family
oved to the "old homeplace” about two miles from Lando and Mary continued

her jeducation at nearby Lewisville Academy. This was an elite little community of

dozen adjoining plantations made up of several presbyterian families who felt thal
Clristian higher education was a must for every child even tho' it often entrailed

gleat sacrifice for family and children alike. These families, now prominent
Ulrgughout the state as producing doclors, educators, lawyers, and businessmen

cliide the Lyles, Hollises, Gastons, Lynns, Reids, Straits, Wylies, Simpsons, Gills,

Spyps, and Fennel|

W

When her father's health permilled, he taught several doctors in the

chmmunity as “apprentices” among them Dr. Arthur Lynn (Mrs. Roger’s rother

h died of typhoid soon after eslablishing himself with W. W. F. in Rock Hill) and

Wiliam Wallace Fenneld
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Mgryrose) Cheif surghon at Belview Hosplial recognized young Fennell's "genius®

dil

1
1aif ol legs swinging o and fro from a limb on an apple tree; then he saw the

1
hvie wilh vivacious charming Maryrose but she had eyes only for Wallace}:and *

M,

When Mary Rose was just about 10 years, young Wallace called one day to
I to her father about entering medical school and studying under him during the
nimer months. Ile said, as he rode his horse into the yard, he saw the prettiest

—

ujshing face, mischievious dark eyes, the most beautiful child he had ever seen.
elsaid that at that very moment he thought: that's the girl I want lo marry, but I'll

Py
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Have 1o wail a long time for her to grow up! On the following Christmas he gave
His
l
f
l

"little sweet hearl",.len years his junior, a gold heart with a tiny chip diamond in
center (1yle has it) and told her he was going to wait for her and for her not to

o ]

get him. [t is said that all the students who studied under Dr. l'.)a.vidﬂ!m?{ lﬁ;ﬁﬁl%«lml

aited for him to graduate from S. C. Med College in 1895, Post grad at Poly Clinic in
¥, in 1896 and 1897, study abroad, practice a year in Edgmoor and one in Rock Hill
fore they were married in Jan. 11, 1899. They were married in the A. R. V. Church

in Hdgmoore on the "coldest day of the century" and left immediately after the

emony by train for N. Y. City where Wallace began a semesler course in surgery at
Poly Clinic. It was during this time that Dr. William Gill Wylie, (1st cousin of

-

1 asked him to remain in N. Y. as his assistant. It was a tempting offer, but after

tigeussing it with his wife, it was decided that any special talents in surgery he had
vdre more necded in the emerging south than in the prosperous north.

(1 remember when Mother and I visited cousin Gill in 1914, he turned to.me

\t [the dinner table one evening and said, this man (touching my Daddy) could have
bebn one of the most famous surgeons in the U. S. if he hadn't beengo damn
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‘dheaded and wanted to serve in the backwoods of S. C. --and 1 think your mother

is pafUly to be blamed! |

When Maryrose and Wallace returned from work at the Polyclinic in the fall

of[1899, they boarded for a while at Mrs. . Frews on Hampton St. , where Wallace-

Al

hatl been formerly staying, until the Episcopal Parsonage on the corner of Hampton -

L ilm Avenue could be purchased. (Railroad are now David Lyie Boulevard).

THere on Oct. 14, 1899, Althea was born and soon afterward the house was made
infc

~

4 hospilal with patient rooms and an operaling room. Cousin Gill Lyle secured

a registered head nurse from Liverpool, Encland, a Miss Livingston (later returned
to[Efg. 19042 to marry a Mr. Simpson) and another nurse Miss Anrinie Ervin was

alsc

~

cmployed. (I remember Miss Lrvin lelling me the story of my awaited birth! I

wis [due here on Nov. 10th, the very day my grandfather Dr. David Lyle died of a
sudden heart attack age 62. It was thought best not to tell Mother but she soon
sensed the trouble and wanted to join the family but Daddy wou:dn't consent to her
ridlinng so far in her condition. Miss Ervin said she stayed close by Mother til the

22nd when Daddy had to put her on a case of ruptured appendix. He was afraid that
Misd L. might carry an infection to Mother so wouldn't allow her to nurse mother.

Slie hlways laughed and said that after her long wait for me, she was cheated!]

fYaddy operated this hospilal in our home where he performed many

unbélievably successful operations ander adverse circumstances. At that time,

ma

-

W peaple considered an operation as a “last resort”, consequently, most of the
Y e I Y

cdsel were critical when they reached the hospilal. I understand the first operation
Dpdily performed was in Edgmoor, 8. C., an emergency appendectomy on a kitchen
laplé using hypnosis as the anesthelic. The patient recovered bezulifully. From that

tifne on his reputation vas established, and he was locked upon as someone very

spedial. At Edgmoor he lived at home of Mrs. Dickey (who had a daughter who

1A

-

ied a'thambers). 1 especially remember two occasions in which he used

hyphosis as an anesthetic. We were going on vacalion to my grandmother

(ichirietta Strait Lyles) when a negro man ran from a side road waving his arms 4

his
hel

frantically. Daddy stopped abrupily and asked what was the matier. He was told that

don was suffering from carbuncles on his neck and was "bout o die" and plead .

proceeded (o hypnotise the boy saying over and over “This wen't hurt and
malle me well". Then he lanced the triple boil and removed tl:2 cores. He gave

the
nex| day to check him. All went well and again Daddy fame for his skill and

1 a pain reliever, dressed the wound, and told them he would come back the

tdnderness spread among the black community.

The other incident was also at my grandmother's home when a colored boy's

hantl was caught in a piece of small machinery breaking his fingers. Daddy

hypnolised him and set his fingers and 1 remember Daddy telling kim to hold a
riing of a stepladder and saying over and over again "This isn't going to hurt and T'll

spon be all right.” [Several doctors asked Daddy why he didn't use hypnosis, more

often and he said that lie was afraid he couldn't completely control it therefore he
usel it only in case of emergency as an anesthetic. He used ether, and chloroform
ahd in his laler years gas in conjunction with ether.]

p! Daddy took his black bag which contained a scalple, but no aneslheﬁfn&g;?%;m,rw- -

(€3]



Since distant travel was so slow and siﬁce_Daddy was ihe only surgeon in -
va wide area, it was necessary in case of emergencies for “the doctor to go to the

strikencd patient rather than the patient to be brought to the doctor". [Even the

ulances were horse drawn at this time as you will see by this picture of the

ital with the white horse-drawn ambulancel. In order fo 80 to far-away places
kly (where bad roads did not permit the early-model-cars 1o 80) officials of the
hern Railroad system allowed him the use of an engine which could be quickly
L 1o rush him to a crisis scene, Mr. Murchison, a neighbor and close friend, was
f dispatcher al that time and he saw to it that all details of his trip were
dinated-tracks were cleared, engine properly manned, etc. . . It was a common

s to see Daddy with his big medical bag often times accompanied by an operating

1 nurse with her “sterile bag" boarding the engine at Fennel Inf. Crossing for

qden area or at the depot (if the trip was toward Columbia or Charlotte or.

<sl)urg).

wl and return. e ivould always go to the smoker to enjoy a relaxing cigar, and-
een lold that everytime he entzred the train a crowd was drawn to him to hear
wrming stories. Ilis personality was magnetic drawing people of all stalions

to him. tle had the ability to draw the into the "action" and make them feel
leed and important and dignified. He was an exciting story teller and was happy
he was exchanging funny experiences and “tall tales" with anyone who was.
1ale enough to meet him.

[ remember an illustration in my English grammar book by Withers and -

Kignard (r. James P. Kinnard Eng. prof. and Pres. Winthrop) of iransitive and
intraysitive verbs. "Dr. Fennell told me a good story.—A good story was told me by

Pr)1

powertul. His bed side manner also reflected this interest in each individual person.

‘ennell.” 1His manner was jovial and free and light but convincing and 35

Thay had such complete confidence in him that I've heard i: said, and Mrs. Tom

Johhison, wile of Pres. of Peoples National Bank agreed that if Dr. Fennell daglvannpy e

' [Ii’e%ih“

hesftale 1o do what he recommended. He gave people credit for being able to have

Iheads needed to be cut off and he could put them on again, they wouldft »

son e hinderstanding of Lheir own illnesses and would take time Lo explain to them
the problems and point cut some of the possible solutions. e was credited with
bei}x g ot only a master surgeon but a "wizard of a diagnostition". This unusual
Liid&rh()slic Stnse came in part, I'm sure, from his relaxed unhurried way of

CONyI

nimicating with his patients, beiﬁg able to inspire in them complete confidence

and|being able to "draw them out" and find from them some pieces of information
that|wiould help unlock the mystery of their illness. '

I remember a little 7 year old boy from the "§and hills", being ,b;qilgii;. to the

lu)sf[u'ml who hadn't walked since he had typhoid fever months before, and whom

his 4

ottor thought was paralyzed. He asked the mother to go home and let him try

along 1o help. Rach day, Daddy had his legs massaged in a tub of warm waler, after
whidgh Padd y told him he could walk after this treatment; (He held out to him a
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prive{of toy il he could reach for it and grab it) and each day he took a few more steps
until{sdon his legs had returned to normal. Flis mother fair..2d when he met her
and eab able to walk to her at the hospital doorway. His work with children with
club el was acclaimed by orthopedic doctors in Charlotte and Columbia as
remghl- phly successful. When it was suggested by some of the experts that he go
exclsively into orthopedics concentrating on repair of club [eet, he replied “I don't
thinly 1lcan go into that for I don't think I can stand to see children suffer so much
after|{thie casls are put on them.” He was so tender hearted, he couldn't bear {0 see a
child] stfer from something he had done to them!

!; »addy called on me so often Lo help him take care of litile frightened

chitdreh. 1 had actually been "born and bred" in a hospital and loved helping the
mursys [and visiting the patients. The nurses made me a little uniform like theirs
whidh | wore sometimes when T wanted to especially impress a very sick child.
Befote bhildren svere laken to the operaling room I would often stay with them til
the “Lldnl eare” medicine took effect then I'd go wilh them 1o the operating room
and bldy til the anesthetic was administered. I'have even been brought home from
schobl in order to help a frightened child over a strange hospital experience. (I
wonld luve to have been a children's doctor-that I .am not is my greatest regret-but
my Jedlth didn't permit it).

Another person Daddy called on often to help with children patients was
Juanita Uaigler. Her father was a prominent planter from Kershaw who operated
on his [place various pieces of complex machinery. One day when Juanita, age 9 or
10, Wak running thru the cotton gin her long curls were caught in 2 rapidly moving
whepl pvhich snatched her into the machinery, completely scalping her. 1 remember
her Deing rushed into the hospital-her forehead and ear area bleeding and tho in
greap plain-she was still conscious. Iler falther was carrying her scalp (with long
blonkl funls) in a pillow case. 1t had been several hours since ihe accident had
acedret], and of course it was impossible for the scalp to be replaced with any chance
ol sglisfactory contact with the tissue on the head. Daddy’s concern wvas how the 3
lissthed which surrounded the boney structure of the skull could be kept alive and
freelivbm infection. The scalping had been so complete that even the ear area was

1

-

—_—

exposgd. [ICmust be remembered that this was in 1914-15 when the wondeggg&?%gmgy R

sulphdr and penicilin had not yet been discovered]. What medication he used o1’
the tvound, Tdo not know, but 1 remember that he changed the dressings every day
soaltiny them thoroughly before removing them so they no longer stuck to this raw-
lissthel Often [ stayed with Juanita when the bandages were being changed for it was
dredudfully painful especially when the wounds were cleaned and medication
applicd. Daddy called inspecialists from over ‘the state for consultation but only one
gavk him hope that she would survive. They said there was no case or record with
so thiich boney structure exposed who had lived-that gradually the connecling ..
tissties that held the 3 sections of the brain together would deteriorate and fhe brain
dividd. (tler temperature was very high.) Dr. E. E. Pressly gave him hope and

wa L{chcd wilh him the slow healing process which took moaths. [You know how
difficult it is for a deep skin bone wound fo heal-this was the same problem but,
wotsd] After the healthy tissue covered the cranium Daddy began skin grafting-first
takiny patches of skin donated by nurses (and me) but which her tissues rejected;

12
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then he began taking small patches from her thighs scattering them into a

patchwork so that each would spread lo join another and graduall
whe

W1

y make a complele
e. With this procedure he was remarkably successful and after long tedious

~

K and alinost super-human cooperalion on Juanita's part her head was
completely covered with healthy flesh! How elated he was that he

could see this

beautilul child lead a happy normal life. He sent her own hair awvay and had a

nalt

wlie

sclie
She
1y

1418

believe that o young person who had been ill for s
aggnies conld be a normal person but she was superior in every respect. She was

1.‘] looking hairpiece made; and I'll never forget the thrill all of us expressed
n she fivst put it on. Daddy cried a little. Later after Juanita finished high

el, she entered nursing at Fennel Infirmary where she %iished with honors.

qontimied 1o remain in Rock Hill where she did clinical nursing working for
brother whapsheretmretort e meduloud. Lol :

RemererA2H: No one could
long and had sulfered such

sensitive about her "ball head" as she called it but took pride in showing it to

genuinely interested peaple-always giving Daddy praise and honor for "saving her

lifqa.

mot
«

When Daddy began his practice in Rock Hill he was associated with my
her's Uncle Dy William Frank Stragt who lived in a fine old house on Johnston

st vhere it is said he kept some palients. He had always been interested in surgery

but] people had not yet becone educated to “operation as a means of cure” so he did

gene

—

W practice along with cmergercy surgery until 1899 when he decided after his

months of study under master surgeon Dr. Gill Wylie that he would go into surgery
exclugively. Uncle Frank, his dear friend and collegue died in (?).

Une of the illnesses that caused Daddy more concern and which he spent

hours|ol rescarch and experimentation was Cancer. Ile was a charter member of the

Am

'

{uncer Research Society, and each month poured over its reports and findings.

As ouluiong Pres. of the Tri State (Virginia, N.C. and 5.C.) medical society (1924) he
gave a paper on The Complexily of Cancer-its variety of types, causes and treatment.

(Lie
was

S

~,

ffered a stroke at the lime of the meeting and could not attend but his paper
rdad by the Vice President). I would love to have a complete copy of that paper’

—

but sirjee that Tri State Sociely no longer exists.I have no idea where to go for their

research material. 1 do have the first few pages of his original manuscript w 1',1} e
HE R 5 . . . . . gﬁ\ﬁ.l@ﬁ fis g
begins| by saying that Jesus Christ, the Greatest Physician, used different m sthodsofl. ™

frea
plas

mint when he returned sight (o the blind-once rubbing the eyes- once making a
e with mud and spiltle and once washing in certain walers. (I'm not sure that

!
-

these are the exact illustrations he used for I don't have his mss. here with me). FHe

belet
tifto

Lypes df cancers and in different stages of growth. Iremember he used the Bible as

anot
or X
cirety
Lhis
canc
AUCO
and

vl that-so it was with the staggering complex disease of cancer and that
rept treatinents or a combination of treatments were effeclive with different

wr means of ilustration. He asked his audience whethar they were "Heatites"
rafy-iles or scapeliles or preventites, said he was all of these under different
mslances and was observing each day new and better ways to prevent and treat
Iread killer. T remember he's operated on Mrs. Barron Slesles mother for breast
21 tloing o radical mastectomy, and telling mother that he was sure he could
nplish (e same results with less radical surgery. This patient lived many years
ticd ol unrelated sudden illness. It hurt him to have disfigured a woman with




loE closely involved in each others lives, and with high strung over worked doclors
[hI stresses and strains unevitabley bring hard feelings-such was the relationshi
bgtween Uncle Dave,and Daddy. When ERennell Infirmary opened in 1908. the
h({:lse doctor was Mother's brother, Dr. David Lyle Jr. and the head nurse was Miss
Martha Nash whom Daddy characterized as the finest nurse I've ever seen. He's
often said he'd risk her diagnosis before he would most of the M. D.s and when she
bricfed you on a patient's condition, you knew exactly how the patient was-and
yau'd better listen carefully! .
Well, my Uncle Dave was engaged to Miss Jessie Butler in Charleston but
when he told he'd like to have a rural practice, she said the engagement was off-
thinking he would reconsider but instead, on the rebound, he married head nurse
Miss Martha Nash! For a while they lived in the hospital, then moved across the
street when little Jean was born. Later, Uncle Dave started his own hospital. The
first nurses I remember were: Miss Alston, Miss Patterson, Miss Eileen Neely, Miss
Tayes, and Miss Georgia Plyler. Head nurses who came after Aunt Martha were
Tiss Mary Paden and Miss Jennie Wideman. Dr. W. R, Blackmon then Dr. Bob
Sumner succeeded Uncle Dave Lyle’as house doctor. Nurses Miss Rutledge Mae
lize, Eva Simpson, Miss Howel] (later Mrs. W. R. Blackmon) and Miss Quinn came
fter Miss Louise Bell (Mrs. Bob Sumner) and sister Annie Bell. Later Miss Eva
impson became a very success{ul lread nurse, and Dr. Charles Mobley as)fray and
aporatoru Direclor. .Dr. Mobley left after several years to establish his own
uccessful hospital in Orangeburg S. C. Miss Alice Beckell of Wadmalow Island, a
Sisler of Mrs. L. Simpson became head nurse in the late 1915 or 16s, and remained
Lil Daddy's death in 1924.
The original hospital consisted of a large "pebbled dashed" square structure
among enormous oaks with wide porches on three sides. It was two stories from
front side and three stories from side and from back. The side-area housed the
pred ward and the'back area (divided by a driveway) housed the kitchen and
Ining room with diet kitchen, refrigerating system complete with laundry in the
ement. The reason Daddy and Mother chose this particular site was because of ils
rness Lo the railway crossing and because of the restful shady park-like
earance of the lot." They bought the entire block adjoining Confed Parﬁﬁgﬂhxg}gm
Ing are

O

1ye ample room for the hospital's expansion program also a large adjgi% .

our proposed home and nurses quarter with plenty of space in the rear for an
rmous hot house, a sizeable rose garden-and behind these a running field for
7 deer (the original two-"doey" and "bucky”, a gift to me from Mr. Sam Stoney
Charleston-a great admirer of my Daddy) and an adjoining pasture area with 2

y barn for our two ponies James and Stoney and the pony carriage, and Daddy's
bian Stallion, "Heranmin" a love gift to him from Texile executive, Hamilton
hartt, in appreciation for his "saving his life". [More about the horses, dogs, deer,
.later.] 1 . : A '

It seems strang}e in this year 1978, that being near a railroad in 1908 was an
agset-really a must; but it must be remembered that at that time distance travel ‘was
all done by railway since there were very few paved roads and those few were in the
larger cilies. [Automobiles were still in thier first stage of their development and we
were just entering into the horse-less carriage stage. There were no filling stations,

sty
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Aircanster, Kershaw and Fairfield counties and dre

e surgeons did not have Dadd

!

1 highway department for another 12 years, no lisc
lept. {Even the cily of Rock Hill boasted an "Electric'
trgwn by two mules one named "Elec” and.the othe

ten loved the black driver "Calvin®" who promis

frer!]
It s hard to realize that Fennel Infirmary was

- &

ler at this time aild he and Daddy exchanged cor
Dadidy was a surgeon for the Seaboard Airline
vba Junction) and general surgeon for Southern

“us a free ride (o'the barn (above Winthrop) and the fun of

g
€nces, patrcimen, or registration
' slreet car system-a street car
r named "Terrick”! How we
ed each a rabbit and who gave
walking home

the only hospital in York,

l w palients regularly from
Camden, Kershaw, Fleath Springs Lancasler, Fort Mill, Pineville, Clover, York,
Hiykory Grove, Sharon Blacksburg, Tirzak, Edgemoo
Wihnsboro, Union and n

t

¢

1, Richburg, Great Falls,

any larger centers where there were hospitals but where
y's reputation. [Dr. Pryor had a good hospital in

wsultations and ideas.]
Railroad (which came to nearby
Railroad which crossed

{onfederate Ave. (Academy St.). lle was given permission by Southern R. R. to

“hhvie
there

Shon

l(‘_” i

or anylime a uniformed nurse waved the train
it became a regular stop.

IHow many times I've heard Daddy's secretary
[other that Daddy was still in the o

time to catch the train at the crossing since there was

Can
call n

affer a long morning in the operaling room, butter-m
dijsept.

copsisted of a not 100 full dirndled skirt with a 2 inch

the train stop at "Fennell Inf. Crossing” anytime a patient needed to get off

to put returning patients on.

(Cousin Anna Gaston) call to

peration room but that he would be out in

an emergency at Kershaw,

len, Teath Springs, or Lancaster and he wouldn't have time to eat lunch. This
want for mother to send a pitcher of ice cold buiter milk to the crossing, for .

ilk was the only food he couild

The nurses uniforms-designed by Mother and Daddy for baauty and comfort,

waistband and a V necked

shirtlwaisl both of tiny pale blue shepards-checks with wide hemmed white orgaﬂ:dy

aprops and a triangular shaped kerchief that folded softly around ihe back of the

nepkiith the ends neatly slipped under the skirt hand. Their caps were modified b
Datch stlye of white organdy with strips indicaling stages of advancemeu,SE!%lﬁb{);|{jy!gu;m;~
vere the daintiest, freshest, most informal looking group who madejyatis? L' 2

“Uigy s

imunediately feel (hat they were "someone you alread

-

a jpe
SOO1

-—

pson o love-not to fear. The nurses were very ca

molded into a family unit with high ideals for the best service they could give.
Daddy was possessed with a magnetic charismatic personality which -

imnediately inspired love, respect, and confidence {S

he ndt only looked and spoke like Franklin

Spycia

un.ulf
less 1

——

rlunale ones were the essence of his character.

menpnt nothing to him.-how often I've heard him say
and given away- not to be hoarded.” His dear banker

—

tha
il Loyt

addys earnings were in the millions but that he
1wse we didn't even know about. How many bo

y knew"; and that a nurse was
refully "hand picked" and were

0 many people have said that

D. Roosevelt but that he had that extra
[ charm that is given very rarely to mankind! His tenderness and compassion,
ishness, and genuine love and concern for all of God's people especially the

The accumulation of money
"Money is to be spent-shared
friend Charlie Cobb told us
gave it away as fast as he made
ys and girls he sent to college
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n, friendly, happy personalily and all the nurses and staff looked upon him as a
hero Atter he finished high school, he took an electrical course in Chicago and
lished a line business there. The head nurse, Ethel Johnson, joined himn there
they were married and are living happily! I hear from him Gccasionally and he
ys expresses his deep appreciation for our love and concern.

Another favorite was I Vaughn whom Daddy saw in a markel when he
i baneaster. Tle had heard of their special country ham and stopped for a

e Te said he was so impressed by this lovely litile high school girl who

b on him that he asked lher if she'd like'to go in training as a nurse. Since she

coblihn’t enter training (il she finished high school, Daddy told her to come to our

hum
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2 and slay til she finished high school and then g0 On inlo trzining. I rememer
s coming and Mother's taking her to Friedheems (o buy her school clothes. She

slaydd in our home but had her meals at the hospital where she helped as a nurse's

ler school hours. [T don't think I've mentioned that our home was built on a
nd wvas four storjes from the back and two from the front. On the first stor

from|the back was the furnace room and two servants rooms and bath (where Bessie

Kehi
foun

edy and husband "Gus® stayed and "Teence" a little black orphan whom Dadd
@ half frozen early one Christmas morning after an emergency call at Cousin

Walter Dunlaps.] Teence helped around the grounds and lived with us ti] he was
grdivh and married. Another litile black orphan boy Daddy found was M{lus

Ch{n
and
lorla
Mol
Al
alwa

ty who lived with us until he was old enough-to go into servize then returned
vorked for Mother til the time of Refdeath. Once he siole her car, stayed away
ouple of weeks and returned it 1o her yard wrecked. Friends Iried (o get

e to have him arrested but she said no, the war has caused a change in him, .
he was fighting for me and those I love-how can I hurt hiin anymore. TI'l]

ys have a warm spot in my heart for him. Fe came (o Due West, worked for us,

-

magricd Florence Lee Richardson. I was talking about Ella Vaughn when I got

sidalr

—

whed on the layout of out home. On the second floor from the back were the

nurses quarters, bed rooms, living rooms, and bath. This is where £lla lived with
the nyrses. If there was not enough room to accomadate all the nurses in the nurséf

qual
[rom

Libnary, "doctor's bed room and bath". at foot of stairway dining room, butipg ikl

paniiyt, hitchen and a “batk bed room and bath." This is where our "extra” family
stayfd ,

lérs, some of them would occupy one of our six bedrooms o the fourth floor
the back-(second from the front) On the 1st floor were the living room,

.1

Ella Tinished high school-making a good record. [Tum taught her and

remembers her as being a beauliful, bright, attractive girl.] She then completed three
years of nursing training and tipon gradualion was given a positon as College Nurse

at W
Dad
(Ond
the U
Ella
looky
shoo
repo

inthrop College. While she was in training, Dr. W. B. Ward of Blacksburg was
ly[s assislant surgeon and he fell in love with this atiractive, mischevious girl. .
night she and two other nurses knowing reports that Dr. Ward Jooked under
ed every night before retiring, decided they'd give him a scare. They dressed
njmen's clothes and big boots and slipped her under the bed. Sure enough! He
tunder his bed'and when he saw a man figure, it's reported he was ready to
‘hen he realized it was a hoax! He didn't think it was funny and so it was

1o the head nurse swho punished:the girls!

—_—

'

-

g



Asjtve staled belore, Daddy hated to write his procedures and report them but
he lovef lo share them with bright young doctors. Each summer threé or four
would come Lo Fennel Infirmary as interns and most went away inspired to

continug the search for better methods to minimize pain and prolong life. Some of
his profeges were Dr. Charles Mobley, John Lewis, Jene Whaley, John Bundy, Bill
Rush?, Cliarles Ballard, Dennis Hill. Charlie Mobley was Daddy's X-ray man but
was inspired by him 1o go into surgery. He established a private hospital in
Qrangeburg and took with him two of Daddy's nurses, Miss Faigler and Miss Jewel
Blackmpn| his head nurse (swvho married John WannamafeROther doctors associated
with Daddly were Dr. WL L. Twilty-eye, ear, nose and throaf specialist, Dr. Herlong X-

ray, Dr.fRakestraw and W. B. Ward asst. surgeons, Dr. David Lyle, Dr. Bob and Roy
Sumner [Pr. W, R, Blackmon.
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One day when Wallace was helping Mr. Sidney Robinson (Aunt Katie

Rotinson Lyles father! the wealthiest man in the community) preparing his

vegplable garden Mr. Ferguson Barber (father of Mrs. . J. Sikes and Mr. John
Bprber), the business man of the area, noticed how diligently young Fennell worked,

his

was impressed, and later called him into his office. He offered (o iend him money
without intrest or collateral to continue his education-and even urged him to accept

lfer. Many times I've heard my father say that he'd still be clerking in a store if

ihadn't been for Mr. Ferg. Barber's faith in him. e, he borrowed the money
amdipaid it back and they remained devoted friends all their lives. Of course Daddy

djdi’t allow any member of the family to pay him for any of his many services. To
help defray his expenses, when he was at Med School, he tutcrad fellow classmen
amd underclassmen and finished 2nd honor graduate! First honor man was Dr.
Massey (married Carried Friedheim) of Rock Hill (also) who practiced very little.

Just before my brother was born in 23 Nov. 1902, Daddy boughi"}Coi)sin Joe

Rediiey a large two story house which he moved to the adjoining lot, to make room

folr

Cousin Joe's large three story elegant mansion. Our house wag surrounded by a

Tafther high concrete wall which was a gathering place for maids to bring their
cliildren charges. At three o'clock each afternoon children ware "dressed for the
aflernoon™ and taken out for a walk or play by their black uniformed-white organdy

apr

~

n "aunties or manimies”. Our large yard was a perfect place for these "nannies”

tolgather for lower Oakland Avenue was the kindergarten area of the town. The
clfildren who regularly gathered were Isabel Herbert and Witherspoon Dunlap, also
Begn and "baby Betty”, John Wilson Moore, Mary Grier, Anna Poe, Rosea Edwin and

A
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nes Barron, Irank Barron, John Roddy, Harry and Richard Whitner, Sara and ’

Mprgaret Workman, V. Herbert Wilson Bancroft, and Berg Johnson.

thy

The mothers of fhese children (and others in town) "dressed for callers" by

cg in the afternoon and sat on their porches in summer or parlors in winter

months, or put on hats and gloves and took calling cards to vicit newcomers and
fripnds. As soon as a new comer came (o lown, everyone called within two weekg

ang

con

e

. . ool
I soon afler that the call was supposed to be returned if you were interested in"
inuing the friendship. '

Now--back to the purchase of the Joseph Roddey house in 1902. It.ﬁ%@

—

Ryt en-
remodeled and ready for our occupancy before Wallace Jr's birth in Nov%%b’ ; but

sirjeq it wasn't completed ‘the London House on the corner of Oal:land and Chatham

A
W
wd

e.lat QOverhead bridge was rented until the Roddey house vvas ready. The reason

moved to Oakland were two fold-first, many of my parents newly weds friends

re building along lower Qakland Ave. and secondly and mcst importantly, a new

Rockf Hill Hospital was being organized and built near the Overhead bridge (on the
right|side as you approach the bridge going toward Winthrop Csliege.) It consisted
of b main building with "wings" gn either side, one housing the operating area and

the
liv
Fa
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meplace-now replaced by Winn Dixe.

~

sther the kitchen, diet kitchen dining hall, and Mrs. B. A. Scrugg (dieticians)
g quarters. This building was directly across from the large Hutchinson i,

This Rock Hill Hospital was organized by six doctors (that I cvan':ré.x;ﬁ_e-mber) Dr.

- Bigger, Dr. Massey, Dr. Roddey Miller (eye, ear, nose, and throat surgeon),.and

¥. W. Fennell (and perhaps Dr. Hope), Dr. Crawford, Dr. J. P. Stevlens.{_ [This
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Repddley Whitner (Mr and Mrs, W. C.) and brothers Joe [and tvife
Rddiey] John [and wife Eliza Marshall] ; Mr. and Mrs: (Lotlie

k] 1

(Juse
John
of I'b
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and a
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‘ospital operated until 1908 when Daddy built his own privat:

Hery in 1904, taking a special course lale, and the spring a::

llirning in time for our move from Elm Avenue to Oaklang
P06,

tric lights, a central healing system, and baths and telephor.
front "parlor room” in the center of the house was circulzar
fon the outside on veslibules on cither side. On the right sidaz
Jaddy's office and examing room and on the left side was the =
afed.

kilchen were twvo small bedrooms, one large. bedroom, and a b

tiree of the rooms and the other was a guest room. That interes
board house with its doric columns and circluar front is still sta
is|owvned by Mrs. W. C. Patrick who bought it from Daddy in 1

Jroand Mrs. W, G, Stevens, Mr. and Mrs. John G. Anders
deprd

' Black) Ira Dunlap (another dearest friend), Mr. and My

it the National Union Bank. This group played "set-back"
ved) around a large round table in the President's Office:

b

5i bed hospital-

mellnfirmary on the corner of Confederate Ave. and Pickznz St

Daddy enrolled at the Uniy. of Heidelburg Medical School, Germany in

t summer of 1905
Ave. in the fall of
The renovated home was quile modern and somthing of a showplace having
S upstairs and down.
with doors opening
(25 you entered) was
#nlrance Lo our living
In addition 1o the parlor and living and dining rooms, bultler's pantry and
ath and upstairs were
frooms and a bath. Dr. IE. Simpson, Ernest Robinson, and Cene Mills occupied
ting old white clap
anding (in 1978) and
$1C when our home

ce was that mother

re after our hdme and hospital were sold to Order of
ancis Catholics ind=remessu rearly 1940's.

(o Fennel Infirmary was completed. (A strange coinciden

Mothers and Daddy's dearest friends lived in that nei

ghborhood. Mother's
kinsmen Anna Lyle Roddey Poe (Mr. and M

rs. O. 5) and! her sister Kate
erry Baskin
#amnel) Barron, [Dr)
¢ {2ne of Daddy's
s1), Mr. and Mrs. (Mary Jo Witherspoon) Herbert Dunlap wdear), Mr. and’ Mrs.
5. Lherry, Mr. and Mrs,
Wilson Moore. From this group of neighbors was organiz;

éd a close knit group -
ys™ calling themselves the Poor Richard's Club, which net every afternooit at

r. ¢ fun (no money
*ne original group

“Pa Ben” Dunlap (Cousin Ira's and Herbert's father), Cousins Joe (Iﬁggg!@lfﬁg;!u:-w':*"'

bles) and John Roddy, Cousin Ferbert and Ira Dunlap (P:es. of Bahk), Mr.

Poe, Mr. C. R. Schurar (editor of The Record), and Daddy (/. W. Fennell); later
R. Stokes (dentist) and young Dunlap Roddey joined the 37oup. Mr. Schurar
eaf, and you could hear this geneal group screaming at Iim calling him "tight
cle. and lovingly teasing him along! After Pa Ben's dealh the group usually
Lal night at Cousin Ira's always slopping at 10 o'clock shzrp. What a

eriully congenial happy group they were-all successful business men relaxin
'ting like a bunch of carefree school boys teasing and taunting

g and loving each
They were continually playing tricks on each other. Gn one occasion Dadd

he club” (o a wild duck supper and the Dunlap brothers ¢ :cidad they'd play a
i their brother-in law, "Equitable Life Insurance Presiden; Joseph Roddey"
yas noled for being over-enthusiastic over everything. They bought a "tame
and bribed our,cook Bessie lo'serve it to “Mr. Joe" instead of the wild duck.




As ha
geslic;'
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cousiit’

amon
Bank,
new i

{ Bheen anlicipated Couin Joe asked for quiet during the meal and,

lgtingly wildly expressed vohemently how delicious the duck was-how he
just taste the wild in it With that the whole crowd roared with laughter-and
oe laughed too!

Apother incident tells something of the unusual relationships which existed
g this diverse group. Cousin Joe Roddey, President of the National Union
whs a very lovable bul most eratic person. He would embrace some certain’
{leis and them seem to run it into the ground. I recall he was so impressed

[—

with the idea of "Day by Day in every way, I'm getling better and betler” that he

made

his family repeal it at the table after the Blessing every day. Well he decided at

|
breakfast one morning that he wasn't going to allow any more overdrafls at his

bank

eginning that very day. Well, Daddy had a personal account at the bank

(where he was a director and stockholder) as well as a Fennel Infirmary account and
if Daddy needed money or his personal account, his secretary would have it
immegliately transferred from the F. 1. account! Well, this special day, a check for $6

came
suffi¢
o C(g)
run a
have

in|(rom the Columbia Record newspaper, and it was returned for lack of

eyt funds. When Daddy found out that this check had been returned, he went
1sin Joe and asked for an explanation! He said, "Joe, this is a hell of a way to
bank and treat your friends-so I want to res;gn as a director, sell my stock, and
ol give mgea clear reciept from the birth of Christ to the death of the Devil

—

and I'll pever bank here again." Of course, Cousin Joe tried to change his mind, but

to no

avail. ITe then took his accounts to the new Peoples National where he

becanje a director-but he and Cousin Jue remained devoted personal friends always.

Miss

e

ow lels go back to the early days of The Rock Hill Hospital. The nurses were
(rp Lemmon and her sister Bess Lemmon (Mrs. Roddey Reid) as well as Miss

Livingston and Miss Ervin, Miss B. A. Scruggs was dietician. Daddy was not
salislied with the ineffecient way this hospital, especially the operaling area was run
so detided he would some day have his own hospital. He saw the great need for an

accrddlited Training School for nurses and began making plans for such an

instit

ﬁp
iion. o ;
‘Il is inleresting lo recall just how the "down payment" for this dream

realizgd] My mother had a rather wealthy bachelor uncle (John Lyle) who' f% MW'?"""“"“.-

helpeg
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1er brothers with thier education when their father became ill, but ‘when my

mothe¢r psked him to lend her money to go to the newly established Winthrop -
College[in Rock Hill, he refused her, saying girls had all the education they needed
when(ljey finidhed The :Academy! Mother was deeply hurt at his action toward
her; Yt especially disgusted with his.old fashioned attitude toward womens
educdlion; so had very little contact with him after this encounter. Years later when
his eslate was setlled he left mother-$600 which she didn't want. Daddy
immegliptely persuaded her that it certainly wouldn't hurt him now to refuse the

check

,? and that they certainly could use that amount to buy the beautiful wooded

propdrty needed for his hospital! So the property was joyously bought but Mothers
hurt mmlmued for a long time. ~

had l
limes

My mother was not only a beautiful talented brilliant young woman but she
ie|wonderful ability to always "pour oil on troubled waters”. And how many
she was called on to do just that. It is always unfortunate when families get ‘




