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Relatives who moved could disappear!® years

Louise
Pfettus

Today it is so easy to make
contact with distant relatives (by
letter, phone, e-mail, etc.) that it is
hard to imagine h

o
w
 difficult it

o
n
c
e
 w
a
s
 for rela

tives 
to 

k
e
e
p
 
in

t
o
u
c
h
.

If your relatives
left this area to live
in T

e
x
a
s
,
 A
r
k
a
n
s
a
s

o
r
 O
k
l
a
h
o
m
a
 a
s
 r
e

cently as a
 century

ago, you wondered
if you would ever
s
e
e
 t
h
e
m
 again o

r
h
e
a
r
 
their 

v
o
i
c
e
s

o
n
c
e
 m
o
r
e
.

In 
July 

1
9
1
2
,

J
o
h
n
 Kelly, a

 Y
o
r
k

cotton mill worker, got w
o
r
d
 that

his long-lost brother, Isaac, w
a
s
 o
n

his way to Yorkville. For 32 years
John Kelly and his mother had
attempted to find Isaac, w

h
o
m
 they

h
a
d
 last s

e
e
n
 in T

e
x
a
s
.

It seems that around 1870 the
Kelly family had 

moved from

N
E
A
R
B
Y

H
I
S
T
O
R
Y

Cleveland County, N.C., to Hayes
County, Texas. Ten years later the
father had died, and the mother
decided to bring her three sons
b
a
c
k
 to the Carolinas.

They packed their belongings m
a covered wagon and set out. O

n
the road in Dallas County, Texas,
Isaac, who was then a boy of 13,
broke his leg badly w

h
e
n
 a w

a
g
o
n

wheel ran over it. T
h
e
 mother and

his two brothers stayed with Isaac
a
 while but then decided to leave
him with a m

a
n
 by the n

a
m
e
 of

W
.
H
.
 Shinal in Kaufman, Texas.

Kelly's mother gave Stoal $20 to
take care of Isaac until h

e
 recov

ered. 
„
 ̂

W
h
e
n
 
the 

Kellys 
got 

to 
H
o
t

Springs, Ark., they wrote Shinal,
but got no reply. Later they wrote
to the chief of police of Kaufman.
T
h
e
 chief wrote back that Shinal

had left t
o
w
n
 and taken the boy.

The only recourse the Kellj^
k
n
e
w
 of w

a
s
 to advertise in Texas

newspapers. For 32 years they

advertised 
several 

times 
a
 
year.

Finally, Isaac was located on a
farm near Kaufman. H

e
 w
a
s
 then

46 years of age, had a wife and
three children and one grandchild.
John m

e
t
 his long-lost brother at

the 
train 

station 
in 

Blacksburg.
Isaac said that Shinal w

a
s
 "
a

rough, heartless fellow." A
s
 soon

as h
e
 could m

a
n
a
g
e
 it the b

o
y
 ran

away from Shinal. He said he had a
very hard time of it. Isaac showed
him where a piece of bone had
c
o
m
e
 out of his b

r
o
k
e
n
 leg.

After a
 reunion of the three Kelly

brothers, Isaac went to see 
his

mother, w
h
o
 lived about two miles

south of Riddle's Mill in Bethel
township. As John Kelly d^cribed
it it w

a
s
 a "grand reunion."

Isaac Kelly didn't deliberately
disappear, but some relatives did.
J.S. Sturgis of Chester wrote this
letter (in part) to a Rock Hill paper.
T
h
e
 Record, Feb. 10, 1929:

"I have just been advised by a
kinsman in the West that m

y
 uncle, 'Billy' Sturgis, who mysteriously

disappeared ftn
m
 his h

o
m
e
 near

Crockett, Tenn., in either 1890 or
1891, and 

was 
never 

heard 
of

again, although 
diligent inquiry

w
a
s
 m
a
d
e
 for m

a
n
y
 years, and had

been given u
p
 for m

a
n
y
 years as

dead a
n
d
 almost forgotten b

y
 the

famUy, has suddenly returned in
the h

o
m
e
 of his people (those w

h
o

are still living) at Crockett, Texas.
"I a

m
 advised of n

o
 particulars

any more than the fact that he has
returned h

o
m
e
 after an absence of

m
o
r
e
 t
h
a
n
 3
8
 y
e
a
r
s

"I h
a
v
e
 n
o
 m
e
a
n
s
 o
f
 c
o
m
m
u
m
-

cating with the entire famUy con
nection and I would appreciate it if
you will get these facts together
and publish a short news story in
your paper."

Louise Pettus is a
 retired history

professor from Winthrop Univer
sity. Her column appears Satur
d
a
y
s
.


