
THh OHUKJH OF OUR JAVIDR.
PAL. Itf69 - 1905. 

Hock Hill, J.w.

Until the years just preceding the Jivil '-'ar the "upiacopal 1* 

church wr:s n t represented in or around what w«a then the little 

villnre of Hock Hill.

In 1#57 i"*orth Jarolina yielded to her ^outhorn aiator the 

fanily of Jol. Jnd. Jones, -nd this J'ar-ily, from which have 

sprunp r>iany of -»outh Jqrolin? f s noble en and worsen, were devoted 

of catholic church worship in eastern York Jounty* 

first cler^yrifln of t> c churcr to conduct divine 3orvlcos 

in the community was the Rev. J. U* ^ibaon. t row his llpa the 

historic Liturgy V/PC flr^t heard by the few Rock tiillians 

asner.bled with the Jones family.

By 1869 four or five church families Ju*d novt-d to iiock Hill. 

They decided to request the n.ev. kobert r. Johnson rector of the 

r Good Jhepherd", Ycrkville 3.0. to assure pastorship over them, 

frlvin   .** monthly service. Up to that time the ancrorents were 

administered when ever clerical services could be secured* but 

through the ncralstent r*ioty of the devout few f the church's 

appointed worship had bean constantly h*-ard in lay r«adlnfi»

Cm Tastf r, 1^70 t the rreaent parish waa canonically organized 

ns the nchurch of - ur JavJort'« The present Edifice \tns consecrated 

on 3ept. 15, li*72 t by the Rt. Hev. V. B. W. Howe, bishop of the 

diocese. Tho consecration sermon was preached by the Rev. £Uison 

Japers, now the ^i;.ht Keverend and beloved Bishop of the uioceae*

Tho architecture of the church, hurr.bly executed In wood,
fi 

yet show* jn its un^38Uir;lnr; dln^lty, its churchly anpointnent

! Its reverent tone the gradual, but -.enerpl return from

bnrrcnness to traditional, historic and aesthetic lives*
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Hev. R. P. Johnson died in ?*ay 13#2. His devoted ministry 

kept toother the few and, with the co-opor'-tive zeal of «-he 

laity, had a-'Hed .several nenbers to the * arish.

In July lrt J 2, thf; biahon sent hev, Augustus Pr^ntius, 

deacon, who laborerl faithfully and successfully until hiu ordination 

to the nricathood in 1SSS, when he shortly accepted a call to 

Indiana*

The Rev, Udmund M. Joyner wjs then called from North Carolina, 

and rave hi a earnestness to t- u work. Vhe Hev. Theo* U. :>ratton, 

now thn Beloved bishop of ^i33i:"slpri f jerveci his dencon^te in 

Rock Hill, 3.C.t Yorkville, :>.G., Chester, 3.J. ond Lancaster, 

3.J. wore n jocinted. Uev. Joyn*;r has since 1-^9 served dili;;ent« 

ly as archleacon o r the colored work in the diocejo, until i.ia 

resignation last ye-tr. J'is mission ry interest in the negroes 

was shown by the inauguration under the leadership of tho present 

St. Paul's i'-iasion for colored people on est Blnck 3t. ^t 

present I^r. wl^rk, colored, lay roads; his wife, with assistance, 

teachim the parochial school. The rector ol "^ur ^vior" ^ives 

on nonthly service and celebration oi" the dacra.:t;nt«

Rev. Joynnr f vS dep rture, thf? parish suffered from 

lapses of pastorships and two short rectorships - 

Rev. Ttcrdon i ;-rndley and Ixev. iir. Geor;;e L. Jv;eeney* uurlnr the 

latter 1 a rectorship the present property on rilm jtrt-ft was bought 

by the I^idieu -^uilcl and a roctory built.

It w;.s in t.hor.e tryia* ye rs th*'t the nettle of the parochial 

1 Ity w«a tested, nnrt it proved true. The Jervices were weekly 

road and nil matters attended to by the universally lamented

?^r« John London, 3irv--orted by the vestry.
* 

In October, 1895, the bishop 3ent hev. J.   '. Jatfty Johnson,
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dencon. He >/as raised to the Holy Priesthood the following 

ye r, ^nd, zs rector, started the work of building up the pariah. 

After P r«otorshln of six years, Hev. Johnson left for ot« Mary 1 - 

on-the-Helghts, Birr-.infthari, Ala.

He wria followed in July, 1902, by the Hev. .John J. Johnes, 

vMse rectorship of three years i3 as f'r^sh in our ;:-ind3 as 

was his p^rsonsl popularity general*

"e shall clo-e this sketch v;ith the atntecent thut at preaent 

the parish of ^-ur o£»vlor n i3 sr.ail in numbers, but strong in 

Christian influence, i.i churcMy aeal and in ."-Issionary interest. 

V-e v '!ve loiit :r»any far ilies durin.-; recent ye: rs by r<jn*oval, and 

nany individuals 5f the call to the church Expectant. But with 

those who »re hero we 3hp.ll lr»bor earnestly end nrayurfully.


