
CAPT. JOHN WHITE HIDES SILVER COINS

by Louise Pettus

William Elliott White, Fort Mill township planter, had five
sons to serve in the Confederate army. Two were killed and the
other three were wounded. One of the wounded heroes was

Samuel Elliott White, who became the first president of Fort
Mill Manufacturing Co., the cotton mill that was the forerunner
of Springs Industries, Inc.

Another surviving son was Capt. John White. John White
figured in an interesting episode in the spring of 1865 after the
fall of Richmond, the Confederate capital.

John White had led a brigade of the 6th Regiment of S. C.
Volunteers in Virginia and was one of those guarding the wagon
train that followed Jefferson Davis and his cabinet officers to

Charlotte, where Davis stopped on his flight south.
Not far behind the wagon train was a Union force known

as Stoneman's Raiders. About the time that Davis was in

Charlotte, Stoneman captured Salisbury, NC.
Officials of the bank of Charlotte held about $40,000 in

silver. Fearing Stoneman would next head for Charlotte, the
bank prepared to hide the silver coins.

J. Harvey Wilson, one of the directors of the Bank of
Charlotte, was given the duty of hiding the coins. Wilson
enlisted the aid of his nephew, Capt. White. White was sick and
exhausted but found a buggy and loaded the money during a
cold rain. Wilson and White, fearing marauders, traveled at
night down the old Nation Ford road.

About one mile from the White homestead, they stopped
to bury the silver. Having no tools to dig a hole. White
approached his father's home from the rear, looking for a
shovel. Finding none and afraid he would be detected, he
sneaked inside the house and got a fire shovel. It was about 2
a.m. when the men finished their work.






