
REVEREND JOHN ROOKER

At age 19 John Rooker moved from Northumberland County, Virginia to
Warren County, North Carolina where he taught school for two years. In March
1776 he enlisted in the militia to fight the "Scotch Tories" and in August he
volunteered to fight Indians in Kentucky under Col. Daniel Boone. The next year
he returned to Warren County, N.C., bought a wagon and team and for the next
two years hauled supplies to the army.

April 20,1780, Rooker married Anna Hawkins, the daughter of John
Hawkins, Esq., a court justice, member of the Anglican Church, and well-to-do.
In September of the same year he joined the Baptist Church in Warren County.
In April 1783 he began to preach. In November 1790 John Rooker came to York
County, South Carolina. Before he started his own church he may have been
[this is debatable] in the congregation of Ellison's [later known as Allison] Creek
Baptist Church with Davis Collins, pastor.

May 1, 1792 the Baptist Church of Christ called Sugar Creek Church was
constituted by Abraham Marshall of Columbia County, Georgia, consisting of 13
members [John Rooker, John Dinkins, John Smith, James Spears, William Pettus,
Juba the servant of M. Harris, Margaret Dinkins, Celia Weathers, Mary Smith, Ally
Spears, Alice Weathers, and Mary Cooper] and John Rooker, pastor [in 1839
John Rooker said that he had outlived all of the original members]. In 1793 John
Rooker started a mission for Catawba Indians, which he kept up until the mid-
1820s. He used a Pamunkey Indian by the name of Robert Mursh [sometimes
Mush or Marsh] as assistant pastor and John Lewis as the teacher of a
missionary school for Indian children. The mission school was located in the
Indian Land of Lancaster County.

Flint Hill Baptist Church thrived and a second building was built in 1811.
This building was enlarged in 1828. In 1833 the Rev. John Pritchard and nine
others were dismissed to establish a church in Charlotte which became known as

the First Baptist Church of Charlotte, N.C.
In 1833 Rooker applied for a military pension as a private in the N.C.

militia. He received $43.33 annually.
By 1836 Rooker was infirm and the Rev. James Thomas came to preach

and assist. In 1837 Thomas left and no minister came to conduct the service so

the people went to Rooker's house. There he preached a sermon, "Finally,
Brethren Farewell," a sermon that "touched the people mightily," and was
probably his last sermon.

When Rooker died on June 21, 1840 at the age of 86 he was buried
according to his will's instructions: "...in the northwest corner of the Baptist
Sugar Creek graveyard...." There is also a mammoth flint rock, six feet high, at
the front entrance of the church with a plaque that commemorates him.

The location of Flint Hill Baptist Church is one mile west of Sugar Creek
and one mile east of Highway #21 in York County, South Carolina but close to
Highway 51 west of Pineville, North Carolina.
















