
Four Generations of Grist Family 
Have Published Yorkville Enquirer

Seems to be in Blood for Orist Family to Regain in Yorkville and Publish the Paper- 
Family Record for Stkkability That Is Without Parallel in Journalism in All the 
World First Grist Started Paper in Yorkville Ninety=Seven Years Ago.

The Yorkville Enquirer noted the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of its found 
ing on January 4, 1930. Pour genera- 
nous of the same family have been 
unnected with The Enquirer since it 
 -as established by that name January 

1 1855.
That is probably a record lor a single

jamily remaining in the newspaper
field with the same newspaper in the
.same town a record not only for the
United States, but for all the world.
:ieventy-five years is a long time for a
ewspaper to exist. There are few of
hem in the United States. York,

formerly Yorkville, founded about 1798,
has had a newspaper since 1823. The
inst family h;u; been coir.iertrd witn

the publishing business hew most of
that time; to be exact, since 1832. In 
1926, Arthur Brisbane wrote in the 
tfew York Evening Journal:

Brisbane Comments on Record.
"There were two generations of Ben- 
'tts, only one of Horace Greeley.

  vree generations of Joseph Medill's 
:!nily have run the Chicago Tribune; 

:.e second generation of Butlers is
  unning the Buffalo News; the fourth
 ^neration of the Grist family of York- 
lie, South Carolina, is running the 

Vorkville Enquirer, that had for-fore- 
nner The Journal of the Times. 
''Mr. A. M. Grist, grandson of John 

Grist, original editor, is running i 
Yorkville Enquirer, with his 1

Miss Margaret Grist, his 
is 3ce, Miss Sarah Elizabeth Grist, and 

is nephews, James D. and Lewis M. 
rist 2d.
"That family has lived, worked and 

' dited in Yorkville, South Carolina, for

The

coffin.
Old John E. Grist liked the little 

town of Yorkville. So did his wife. He 
decided to remain here and publish a 
paper not devoted entirely to politics. 
He got control of the type and press 
which had been used by the "Patriot" 
and on June 15, 1835, he got out the 
first number of what he called "The 
Journal of the Times."

Few Bead Newspapers,
At that early day only a small per 

centage of the people were in the habit 
of reading newspapers. Then there 
vere not so many people either. One 
or two copies of a paper furnished the 
whole neighborhood. The first Grist 
in the profession here made no pre 
tense of being a writer and seldom at 
tempted to inflict opinions on his 
readers. For his day and time he 
made a good newspaper. It was filled 
mostly with well selected miscellaneous 
matter and news items clipped from 
various exchanges. Local news did not 
count on a country paper then. Still, 
the old gentleman couldn't make a go 
of it and after- a couple of years he had

of the Times go toto let the Journal

the wall.
Tried it Again.

A newspaper man, possessed of the 
right kind of grit dies hard. Old John 
E., seems to have had it. He acquired 

with which to buy in Co- 
old and badly worn print 

ing equipment. With his son, Lewis 
Mason Grist, then nine, years old, he 
issued the first number of "The York- 
viile Compiler," June 1, 1840. It went 
along some how or other until July 15, 
1843. Then there was crepe on the

rapidly becoming a paper of general 
circulation because of the literar, 
character of the reading matter 
carried. But in 1860 and 1861, busi 
ness prosperity of course was at an. 
end. Everything was overshadowed by 
the political events of the hour.

Publisher to Front. 
.Concerned for the safety of their 

constitutional liberty, the people were 
no longer in frame of mind that would 
permit of the luxuries of literature. 
The demand of the hour was only for 
news swift and reliable news. Short 
ly after Fort Sumter was fired on, Mr. 
Grist began publication of The En 
quirer as a semi-weekly. It soon de- 
velflped, however, that on account of 
insufficient mail facilities, a semi- 
weekly could not long be maintained in 
this section. Consequently the idea 
 was abandoned for the time.

Continued publication of a reliable 
newspaper just at the Jime was highly 
important. Lewis M. Grist realized 
that. At the same time he was person 
ally convinced that so far as he was 
concerned his place was at the front. 
So on August 20, 1861, he turned over 

of hi 3 p&pcr to his

a five-column folio. His son,i
Lewis M., now 12, had learned to set I

  most a century without interruption. j prmtshop door again. But undaunted
 ', you know of any editorial family by successive failures, he determined to
it can beat that record or any . try it ajjain under anotner namei

' > nily of actors or other professional Auglwt 10 of the same year he got out
.'.Jrkers? The World knows three   n ;,s ;; .,; rdifion of the "Farmers' Mis-
enerations of the Drews, a great 

'amily of actors, faut not four genera- 
i 'ons, YET.

"As holders of the records, yourcon- 
"ratulations should go to the Grist 
i amily and to The Yorkville Enquirer, 
A hich they edit ably."

First a Failure.
John E. Grist, great-grandsire of the 

younger Grists on The Enquirer today, 
in old employe of the Pendlcton Mes 
senger, the first newspaper published 
in South Carolina outside of Charles 
ton and Columbia, came to Yorkville, 
April 10, 1833, to publish a weekly 
called "The Patriot." It was a politi 
cal newspaper and was Unionist in its 
politics. But the Nullification issue 
died with the Clay compromise and in 
the Spring of 1835 the Nullification 
Whig," and the Unionist "Patriot"
' ' " quif'tly Uiifl in -v .;;  - f)-,- ..,, ,;- 

type fairly well and was a valuable aid -j ._      B^_W ^_. . - .       -I then.
in getting out the weekly. 

Sells to Son.
John E. continued the Miscellany 

until 1851. He was growing old and 
growing rather tired of the grind. Hs 
sold the paper to his son, Lewis, who 
increased the size of the paper to six 
columns, bought a new press and oth 
erwise improved the Miscellany. The 
final change of name took place on 
January 4, 1855, when with Lewis M, 
Grist as publisher, the first issue oi 
the Yorkville Enquirer, published

father, John E. Grist. *fhen he volun- 
iteered his services to the Confederacy 
If or the war. He was promoted to the 
i captaincy of his company in the Fifth

:South Carolina Infantry. From that;
August 20 in 1861 until the close of the 

I war with General Lee's surrender, Old 
I Man John E. was in charge again.
Only two issues were missed. That was
because it was impossible to get paper
to print The Enquirer on,

Hard Times Follow War.
For a time after the "Cap'n," as 

Lewis M. was known over the county 
and State, returned from service the 
going was mighty hard. He came back 
from the Confederate service with a 
shattered arm received at second Man- 
assas or Bull Run. He had no money. 
He could see little future for the South 

But conditions grew better about 
1866 and from then until 1890, the 
career of The Enquirer was one of al 
most uninterrupted prosperity, highly 
satisfactory to its management and 
the paper's patrons or most of them.

weekly, appeared. At the breaking out£ 
of the War Between the States, thej": 
Yorkville Enquirer had subscribers int. 
nearly every county in the State and f
t'vrvy ftfuto in the South. It was 1 Ji.shm

But in 1890 the greatest disaster The 
Enquirer eve» knew struck. In No 
vember of that year the plant was de 
stroyed by fire. The first of the follow 
ing year publication was resumed with 
better equipment than it had ever 
known before.

Sons Taken »s Partners. 
For years the sons of Captain Lewis

editor as their father and his father 
had done before them. March 29, 1894. 
L. George Grist, Wood Davidson Grist, 
Oliver E. Grist, Albert M. Grist and 
Reginald M. Grist were taken into 
partnership, share alike. That part 
nership existed for a number of years 
Then L. George and Reginald M. Grist 
severed their connection with the busi 
ness. Wood Davidson Grist, Oliver 
Bills Grist and Albert Mason Grist , 
continued the grind. The founder of ' 
the Enquirer continued actively on the 
job until a few days before his death. 
Every proof had to be read three times 
when he lived. He passed away in 
1903.

Then the newspaper became the 
property of Dave and Ollie and Albert. 
Oliver E. Grist died in 1917 and the 
two surviving brothers purchased his 
interest in The Enquirer from his es 
tate. Wood Davidson Grist wrote 
his last editorial on March 10, 1925, in 
the 59th year oE his age and his 35tli 
in the editorial chair.

Albert M. Grist, ' the surviving part 
ner; his daughter, Miss, Margaret, and
James D., Lewis and Misj
Sarah Elizabeth frrist, three of the six 
children of the late Wood Davidson 
Grist, continue to carry on as The 
Yorkville Enquirer rounds out three-

quarters of 
semi-weekly.

a century as 
The paper is

a country 
published

Tuesdays and Fridays. Its circulation 
is larger than is the population of the 
town in which it is published. The 
files of the Enquirer and previous 
papers back to 1823 are bound in book; 
form and kept in a steel vault. A few 
numbers have been lost through the 
years. There is a wealth of historical 
information regarding the county, 
State and nation there.

There lives today among the fifth 
generation of Grists, James Davidson, 
II, aged seven, who expects to go to 
work on The Enquirer some of these j 
days. Just the other day the little lad 1 
put in his application for a place as 
carrier boy when a vacancy occurs.

It is in the blood for the Grists to 
stick to York, formerly Yorkville, and 
York County and South Carolina and, 
the Yorkville Enquirer.

Yorkville inquirer 
January 31, 1930

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS OP IT

Here are members of the Grist family who have 
I teen connected with the Yorkville Enquirer. Top ro\v 
left to right John E. Grist, Capt. Lewis M. Grist, Wood 
Davidson Grist, Oliver Ellis Grist. Bottom Row Albert 
Mason G

business from printer's devil to . Hud; ami Mi^s Sarah

M. Grist had been asssisting their

SChlS M. "1 % STubJ Mason Grist, James David** <> t, Lewis Ma** Grist,


