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The following sketch of the Yorkville A.R.P. Church, prepared by Mr. W. 

D. Grist, clerk of the session, at the request of that body, was read by him 

in connection with the dedicatory exercises last Sabbath morning.
X

We have gathered here this morning, my friends, for the purpose of 

formally and joyfully dedicating to God, the Almighty Ruler of the Universe, 

and author of our being this building which He has enabled us to erect to our 

credit and to His Honor and Glory.

By request of the session it has devolved upon me, the Clerk thereof, 

the duty and privilege, of preparing, in connection with the exercises of 

this day, a brief history of this congregation from its organization to the 

present time, and this brief history it is now my pleasure to present to you.

The record extends over a period of sixty-seven years. While I do not 

feel warranted in taking the time to present the facts that might be 

necessary to convince those of you who may not be already familiar with the 

material that is available, I give you my word for it that there is in this 

record a most inspiring story. It is a story of conviction, steadfast faith 

and assurance of the final vindication, of which this large congregation, 

this splendid building and the report of the treasurer to be made in your 

hearing, bear concrete evidence.

Organized sixty-seven years ago in a private home, in a field that 

seemed to be completely filled, with only fourteen members, coming from nine 

families, several of these families divided, it would seem that the outlook 

for the eventual upbuilding of a church like this was anything but encouraging. 

And as a matter of fact, it was many years afterward before there was any 

visible evidence of appreciable progress. For one thing, the great Civil 

War came on bringing demoralization, wreck and ruin to things material as



well as hindrance to things spiritual. But the little congregation managed 

to hold on through this and continued to strive faithfully until it came 

into better days, and now the fourteen members of sixty-seven years ago have 

grown to 220 members at the present time.

Major and Mrs. John G. Enloe, Mr. and Mrs. Williarn Wright, Colonel and 

Mrs. William C. Beaty, Professor and Mrs. Matthew Elder, Dr. and Mrs. A. I. 

Barren, Miss Fannie Barron, Mrs. Araanda Herndon, Mrs. Sarah Williams, Mrs. 

Elizabeth Curry.

These are the fourteen original members of the Yorkville Associate 

Reformed Presbyterian Church, which organization was effected on the authority 

of the First Presbytery of the Associate Reformed Synod of the South in the 

fall of 1853.

The first pastor was Rev. S. C. Millen, D.D. who served the Yorkville 

Church in connection with the church at Tirzah until 1857.

During the first two years of the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Millen, the 

congregation held its services for the most part in a building that stood on 

the lot opposite the old Yorkville cemetery near the present site of the 

Confederate monument. In 1855 it completed and dedicated a building of its 

own on the lot adjoining the lot on which this building stands and used that 

building until the completion of the building which we are to dedicate today 

in the spring of 1913.

Following the resignation of Dr. Millen, the church remained without a 

pastor for two years until the spring of 1859, when Rev. Robert I&than was 

installed for half of his time, the other half going to Tirzah.

Rev. Robert Lathan served until November 28, 1884, when he resigned to 

accept a professorship in Erskine Theological seminery at Due West.

Following the resignation of Rev. Robert Lathan, a call was extended to 

Rev. J. C. Galloway, who was installed October 28, 1885.



The sessional records were lost in a fire that destroyed the office of 

The Yorkville Enquirer in November, 1890. Because of that, it is not 

practicable to give the membership enrollment at the close of Dr. Lathan's 

pastorate. According to an enrollment made up from the memory of the clerk 

on December 23, 1890, however, the membership at that time totalled 55.

Rev. J. C. Galloway served from October 28, 1885 until December 31, 1893, 

when he resigned his charge here to become pastor of Pisgah and Gastonia 

Associate Reformed Presbyterian Churches.

Rev. J. C. Galloway was followed in the pastorate by Rev. B. H. Grier, 

twenty-eight new members were received on profession and by certificate and 

eight were dismissed, showing a net gain of twenty, and bringing the total 

membership up to 80.

Following the departure of Rev. B. H. Grier, except for occasional 

supplies the pulpit remained vacant until January 1904, when Rev. W. C. 

Ewart was installed as pastor.

During all the years of its previous existence, the Yorkville Church 

had been grouped with Tirzah, and the arrangement had been in every way 

agreeable. During the three years following the departure of Mr. Grier, 

although there had been heavy losses in membership and otherwise. The 

congregation, however made up its mind to try it alone and Mr. Ewart was the 

first pastor to be called for all of his time.

When Rev. W. C. Ewart became pastor the membership had dwindled down to 

about fifty. Soon after he began his activities there commenced a noticeable 

growth which continued steadily up to the time of his death, which occurred 

on August 17, 1908. The enrollment now numbered 130.

Following the death of Rev. W. C. Ewart the pulpit was filled by stated 

supplies until the installation of Rev. J. L. Dates, the present pastor, which 

installation occurred on October 1, 1909.

The present membership of the church is 220.



What I have given you so far are facts and statistics from the record. 

If you will bear with me for a short time longer I will take the liberty of 

reciting also in this connection a few personal reminiscences.

In the early days this organization was commonly known as "the Seceders" 

but so far as I recollect no one ever seemed to recall, or try to recall what 

it had seceded from, and there is an impression that the term "Seceder" had 

reference to some former connection with the Southern branch of the General 

Assembly Presbyterian Church.

As a matter of fact the term "Seceder" has not, and never has had any 

such connection. The term, according to Dr. Lathan, had its origin in the 

action of Ebenezer Erskine, William Wilson, Alexander Moncrieff and James 

Fisher in seceding from the established church of Scotland, about one hundred 

and seventy-five years ago, and organized the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 

church subsequently sprang.

The Associate Reformed Presbyterians at the date of my earliest 

recollection of the denomination were noted for at least five distinguishing 

characteristics. 

Saying Sabbath.

Singing Psalms only in worship. 

Opposition to instrumental music. 

Adherence to close communion. 

Religious promptitude in paying honest debts.

One of the most sacred tenents of their creed was strict observance of 

the Sabbath, and while it cannot be claimed that all A.R.P's observe the 

Sabbath as formerly, it is a fact that some of them do.

Most A.R.P's of original stock still say "Sabbath" instead of Sunday but 

as a common thing A.R.P's who were not brought up as such are as apt to say 

Sunday as Sabbath, except when talking to the preacher, or in a church court 

or something like that.



The first decided step in the direction of doing away with close 

communion was taken by Dr. Lathan previous to 1884. Just what year it was 

I do not remember; but on a certain communion occasion I heard him make this 

announcement:

"If there be present any persons who are in good and regular standing 

in any of the other evangelical Churches who desire to commune with us, they 

are cordially invited to do so."

This radical departure eventually created a commotion throughout the 

entire synod, which at last passed an order allowing each individual 

Associate Reformed Congregation to decide the matter for itself through its 

session, and the question was finally settled in this congregation to this 

extent by the following resolution of the session, passed October 20, 1894:

"Resolved That until further action by the session, it is the sense of 

this body that all persons members of evangelical churches, in good and 

regular standing therein, be invited to commune with us."

The Sabbath school was first organized along about 1880 with the late 

W, M. Kennedy as the first superintendent. There had been no Sabbath school 

previous to that time mainly because there were hardly enough children in the 

congregation to warrant its organization.

Instrumental music as supplied with the help of an ordinary parlor 

organ was first introduced during the pastorate of Rev. J. C. Galloway. 

Previous to that time the singing was entirely vocal. The late S. A. McElwee 

and the late John F. Gates were the principle dependence for raising the tune 

They were generally on hand. Sometimes they were absent and when that was 

the case no tune was raised.

Of the six pastors of the church since its organization in 1853, I 

have personal recollection of all but one - Rev. S. C. Millen, the first, and 

of him I know very little beyond what is to be found in the written record. 

Rev. Mr. Millen was a native of Chester County. He was educated in the



schools of that county, in an academy at Xenia, Ohio, and in the University 

of Indiana. He became pastor of Yorfcville and Tirzah on September 9, 1853, 

and gave up the work on April 20, 1858. During the two years following he 

taught school here, and in 1860 he became president of the Statesville 

Female college. He died April 13, 1874. By what authority the degree was 

conferred I do now know; but he was a doctor of divinity. Dr. Millen was 

an earnest Christian who lived for a purpose, and to him belongs the 

distinction of being one of the earliest crusaders of this country against 

the liquor traffic. In his day the sale of liquor was as common and as 

matter of course as is the sale of ordinary cold drinks of today and but 

little more odium or reproach attached to the drinking of it. Indeed, 

whiskey drinking preachers were not altogether unknown, and but little was 

thought of the habit even in the preacher unless he became a common drunkard.

Thirty years or more ahead of his time, Dr. Millen began earnest work 

against whiskey and it was not a great while before he made himself exceedingly 

unpopular because of his alleged intollerance. That, very likely, had some 

thing to do with his finally leaving the town; but he never changed. He kept 

up the fight until others joined in and no doubt to him belongs much credit 

for the fact that Yorkvllle was among the first towns in the state to outlaw 

the liquor traffic.

As to how long I have know Dr. Lathan it would be Impossible for me to 

say definitely* His name was a household word In our home from my earliest 

recollection and I was started to school to him, or rather to a school conducted 

by him before I was 6 years old. My school mates included men who had been 

soldiers in the civil war, and some of them has been arrested for Ku-Kluxing. 

Dr. Lathan was born in Fairfield county on December 27, 1829, and died at 

Bradley in Abbeville county on June 15, 1896.

I have heard it said that as a young man he had intended to become a 

lawyer. He had read much law in preparation, and probably had been actually



admitted to the bar. Of the latter circumstance, I am not certain. But 

about that time he suffered a very serious attack of brain fever, from which 

he recovered by what was deemed to be an exceedingly narrow margin. After 

his restoration to health, it developed that he had been bereft of his memory, 

and all the learning that had been acquired in previous years had become a 

blank. Indeed so completely was this so that he had to begin over and learn 

his letters oblivious of the fact that he has ever learned them before. 

After several laborious years along this line through the three r's for a 

second time, his memory came back and all the past was again clear. It was 

then that he made up his mind that instead of being a lawyer he would be a 

preacher and a teacher.

Mr. Lathan was probably one of the most scholarly men who ever lived in 

this state. He read his Old Testament from the original Hebrew and his New 

Testament from the Greek and Latin, and in both cases as fluently as in 

English. He used his English Bible in the pulpit but never elsewhere. He 

was recognized everywhere as a master of mathematics, from arithmetic to 

calculus and not only understood but frequently practiced the rules by which 

the distance to the stars is measured.

If Rev. Dr. Lathan had any particular hobby, it was his love for history, 

original research. He was especially interested in the history of South 

Carolina, and probably dug up and wrote more South Carolina history than any 

other one man, or half a dozen men for that matter, who ever took up the 

subject. He prepared a history of South Carolina from the first settlement 

up to the close of the Revolution which was published in The Yorkville 

Enquirer of 1874, 1875 and 1876; but which was never published in book form 

because of the generally impoverished condition of the country during those 

days, and because the people had so much to do in keeping soul and body 

together that they had little money with which to buy books and not much



time to read. Afterward he completed the history of the state up to and 

through the reconstruction period. This was lost a few years ago in a fire 

that destroyed the home of his daughter, Mrs. Fannie B. Stewart.

Dr. Lathan r s greatest and most important literary work was a history 

of the Associate Reformed Synod of the South, published 1882. This is a 

book of more than 400 pages and it is the only complete history of this 

denomination that has ever been published. However there is no need for 

another because it is full, accurate and comprehensive.

Having but a small congregation on his hands, and the congregation being 

unable to give him anything like the compensation necessary for the support 

of his family, especially in view of the impoverished condition of the 

country during the demoralization following the great Civil War, Dr. Lathan 

devoted himself in various ways to the task of bringing order out of chaos 

by teaching school himself and by organizing the public school system of 

the country.

But with it all Dr. Lathan did not neglect in the slightest his pastoral 

duties. He ministered not only to his own little congregations at Yorkville 

and Tirzah; but to all others who required his services, and wherever his 

services seemed to be needed. He was the best known minister in all of 

York county and was held in the highest esteem by people of all denominations 

and by people of no denomination.

He preached every Sabbath, usually to small congregations; but always 

he commanded the closest attention, and people quoted him as an authority. 

In his preaching he was plain and matter of fact, so simple as to be within 

the comprehension of a twelve year old child; but seldom allowed himself to 

attempt any play on the emotions. 1 remember to have heard him make a 

declaration in a sermon once to about this effect and which 1 regard as 

characteristic of the man in more ways than one.



"In all the years that I have ever been the means of bringing one single 

soul to a convincing knowledge of the salvation of Jesus Christ. If I were 

sure that I have ever been the means through the grace of God of converting 

one sinner, then I would be glad to give the balance of my days to further 

preaching, if, for no other reason out of gratitude to the Blessed Father 

for having allowed me such a blissful distinction."

Dr. Lathan, like his predecessor Dr. Millen, continued to fight against 

the legalized liquor traffic, in 1881, had the satisfaction of seeing the 

traffic outlawed never to return in authorized form until it came back under 

the hateful dispensary system.

Following Dr. Lathan came Rev. Dr. J. C. Galloway, who served the 

church from 1885 to 1894. Dr. Galloway, a man of most lovable disposition, 

and an able and pleasing preacher, as well as a most excellent pastor, was 

not long in getting in close touch with all the members of his congregation, 

and he soon became popular with the people of the community generally. Much 

of the work that Dr. Lathan had already done began to show signs of consoli 

dation, and there began a noticeable and steady growth largely supplied by 

Associate Reformed Presbyterians coming in from elsewhere, but also helped 

to a greater or less extent by entirely new acquisitions. Dr. Galloway worked 

most earnestly for nearly ten years, after which he accepted a call to the 

pastorate of Pisgah and Gastonia churches, Gastonia soon grew to where it 

required all his time and he gave up Pisgah. He is now the pastor of Gastonia 

which has grown to be one of the largest and strongest churches in the Synod.

Rev. B, H. Grier was the next pastor, who, like Dr. Galloway, gave half 

of his time to Yorkville and the other half to Tirzah. He also was an able 

preacher and a good pastor. He devoted his entire time to the work, laying 

rather more stress on trying to make good A.R.P's of the members he had 

rather than in trying to get more. But the Church continued to grow steadily
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under his administration and it grew much stronger too. Probably so far as 

the work of a man can go, no other pastor ever did more, and I am inclined 

to think that not a little of the best that is in the church today should be 

credited to the earnestness and uncompromising zeal of Mr. Grier. Mr. Grier 

came in 1894 and left in 1901.

The next three years constituted a trying period on the congregation. 

For one reason or another there was difficulty about coming to an agreement 

on a pastor. There were differences in the congregation and also much 

hesitation because of the possible embarassment to Tirzah, As the result 

of these disagreements and of the delay, a part of the membership began to 

lose interest and fall away. The situation appeared dark; but out of this 

darkness the church seemed to find new life. The late Hon. D. E. Finley, 

always one of the staunchest supporters of the Associate Reformed Presbyterians 

to be found anywhere, began to advocate the idea of cutting loose from Tirzah 

and undertaking to go it alone. He was reluctant to part company with 

Tirzah, not only because of the association of a life time; but because of 

strong personal ties with its members. He believed, however, that above 

everything else the Yorkville Church needed the services of a pastor for all 

his time, and he saw where Tirzah could form other relations that would be 

just as advantageous as the grouping with Yorkville. Mr. Finley was backed 

by Mr. Brice, Mr. Wylie, and others, and the thing was resolved upon. An 

effort was made to induce Dr. Galloway to return; but Dr. Galloway could not 

bring himself to see that he should leave the work on which he was then 

engaged and finally the choice fell upon Rev. W. C. Ewart, then of Abbeville.

Events quickly proved the wisdom of the bold step that had been taken. 

Feeling that they had assumed responsibility far beyond anything ever attempted 

before, the members of the congregation got closer together and they became 

more zealous. Practically all of them doubled their previous subscriptions
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and some subscribed three times as much. Rev. Mr. Ewart proved fully equal 

to the occasion and the opportunity. He went to work to build up, and was 

soon gathering in new members. It was not long until he had the congregation 

thinking of a new church building and he went so far as to have the plans 

prepared by an architect. Then followed promises of subscriptions and it 

seemed as if there was an early certainty either of the erection of a new 

building or the remodeling of the old one. The pastor was always on the go, 

either among the members of his own congregation or among others where there 

seemed to be opportunity of doing good - of helping. Mr. Ewart's influence 

spread rapidly throughout the community and the country surrounding. He 

seemed to win and hold the respect, esteem and love of all with whom he came 

in contact, and the membership grew in number, zeal and effectiveness. But 

Mr. Ewart was not a strong man physically, and probably, and probably as the 

result of becoming overheated on a vacation trip, he sickened and died. He 

passed away on August 17, 1908.

As favored as was the little congregation by Providence in securing 

Mr. Ewart, no less was it favored from the same source in the coming of Mr. 

Ewart's successor, the Rev. J. L. Gates. Although feeling deeply the loss 

of Mr. Ewart, there was no longer any discourgement. Every member was keen 

for a suitable successor at the earliest possible moment. There was a little 

division of opinion as to which, among the possible availables would come 

nearest to suiting the work; but that was settled by the same Great Hand 

that has been seen all along, as subsequent developments have made clear. 

It is not necessary for me to attempt any review of the work of our present 

pastor because that is an open book to each and every member of this 

congregation who has been or is a part and parcel of it.

As to the history of this splendid building which we are so proudly, 

but none the less reverently, dedicating today, I assume that Mr. Marion,
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chairman of the board of deacons will give you enough to make it unnecessary 

for me to go any further.

In conclusion I want to say in behalf of myself that I do not feel that 

I have given satisfactory history of the Yorkville Associate Reformed 

Presbyterian Church.

I have perhaps discharged the duty that the session had in mind in 

assigning me to the treatment of this subject; but I would not have you think 

that I think that the splendid history of this church could be completed in 

a sketch so brief as this. To do the subject full justice would require a 

volume - a large volume. And it would be a most creditable volume too.

Following the resignation of Rev. J. L. Gates the congregation called 

as its next preacher the Rev. N. E. Smith, who was installed on May 18, 1924 

and remained with the York Church until the tie was severed by death on 

October 27, 1937. "This servant of God was a vigourous and earnest preacher 

of the Gospel. He was a strong character, taking a positive stand on most 

of the important questions confronting the Church. He was a good mixer, 

companionable, at home in any company."

A class mate and life long friend writes of him: "He was a man of fine 

gifts, which he used in the furtherance of the Kingdom, as he used his 

attractive personality in winning friends for the Master. A fine sermonizer 

and preacher, under the blessing of the Holy Spirit, he was enabled to 

instruct and develop his people in the Christian graces." No better estimate 

of the ability and effectiveness of this servant of God could have been 

given in so short a statement.

The next pastor of this Church was the Rev. F. B. Edwards, who was 

installed on July 10, 1938 and resigned on February 11, 1946. It was during 

this ministry that our country was engaged in the second great World War and
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in 1942 our pastor became a Chaplain in the United States Array where he served 

until the end of the War. Mr. Edwards was a zealous minister of the Gospel, 

a man of pleasing personality and endowed with the gift of song. He preached 

with clarity and directly to the point. His ministry in this church and in 

this community was excellent.

While the Rev. Mr. Edwards was in the service of his country as Chaplain, 

the pulpit was supplied by the Rev. W. W. Boyce, D.D. from December 1942 until 

June 30, 1946. He was a fine pulpit orator. He preached the Word with power. 

He is a man of sterling character and of great usefulness in the church. He 

served our congregation under the handicap of War with honor and distinction, 

while at the same time carrying on his duties as Dean of Erskine Theological 

Seminary at Due West, S.C.

Following the resignation of the Rev. F. B. Edwards, Dr. S. A. Tinkler 

of Atlanta, Georgia, was called to be pastor of this church and was installed 

on July 1, 1946 and remained until his resignation in November 1947. Dr. 

Tinkler was a preacher of pronounced gift and ability. He was a man of 

refined culture and of deep and earnest purposes. It was during his ministry 

that this building was renovated and redecorated.

During the interim after the resignation of Dr. S. A. Tinkler, the 

pulpit of this church was filled by Dr. P. W. Gregg of the Southern Presby 

terian Church and during one of the summers we had W. Chapman Lauderdale as 

a student worker. Both Dr. Gregg and Mr. Lauderdale rendered excellent 

service to this congregation.

This congregation extended a call to the Rev. John Reid Love and he 

became pastor of our church in January 1949 and continues in this relationship 

at this time. During his pastorate the church has grown in Christian graces 

and has made much progress in behalf of the Kingdom. In June 1953 Erskine 

College conferred upon John Reid Love the degree of Doctor of Divinity,
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thereby recognizing Dr. Love as a gifted minister with strong pulpit power. 

Not only is he a conscientious Christian in every respect, he is also a deep 

thinker and an excellent seraonizer and preacher without fear. The truth of 

his usefulness in this church and community is made clear by the high regard 

in which he is held by every person in this community that knows him. He is 

a man of sterling character and worth.

It was during the ministry of Dr. John Reid Love that this church 

purchased a parsonage and converted the old parsonage into a Church House. 

There was also organized a Men's Fellowship Club. The church is prospering 

in his hands.

The history of the church and its pastors has now been traced and it is 

well to consider for a moment some of the Auxiliaries of the Church.

It is impossible to give an accurate and complete list of the Board of 

Elders of the Church. The Session's records from 1858 to 1890 were destroyed 

by fire in the burning of the Yorkville Enquirer building. The following 

list of Elders is as near correct as can be ascertained: Lewis M. Grist, 

W. W. Jenkins, W. M. Kennedy, I, D. E. Finley, W. T. Barren, W. W. Boyce, 

J. B. Plaxco, J. S. Brice, W. B. Wylie, W. D. Grist, W. D. Glenn, J. W. 

Stroup, J. E. Gettys, R. R. Love, R. N. McElwee, J. Warren Quinn, W. J. P. 

Wylie, T. E. McMackin, D. T. Quinn, R. M. Love, W. M. Kennedy, II, J. F. 

McElwee, W. J. Fewell, Dr. J. I. Barron, T. C. O'Farrell, C. B. Blakely, A. 

A. Barron, W. G. Finley, J. L. Moss, Sr., E. M. Shillinglaw, Joseph R. Moss, 

George W. Williams, J. Frank Faulkner, D. D. Quinn, T. M. Ferguson and Dr. 

E. E. Strong, Jr.

The following have served as members of the Board of Deacons: John F. 

Gates, W. D. Grist, James A. Shillinglaw, S. A. McElwee, J. S. Brice, W. B. 

Wylie, 0. E. Grist, M. W. White, George W. Williams, J. F, McElwee, J. L.
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Moss, Sr., J. W. Kirkpatrick, D. T. Woods, W. E. Ferguson, W. J. Fewell, W. 

M. Kennedy II, J. A. Marion, F. E. Quinn, T. C. O'Farrell, W. Gist Finley, 

J. I. Barren, C. R. Caldwell, T. M. Ferguson, Joseph R. Moss, T. J. Caldwell, 

C. B. Blakely, Mason D, Davison, Archie A. Barren, W. B. Plaxco, J. F. 

Faulkner, Dr. E. E. Strong, Jr., James L. Moss, Jr., W. Guy Caldwell, Dover(?) 

D. Quinn, Gary H. Smith, J. J. Wade, James A. Ashe, J. Orin Bennett, C. S. 

Auld, R. N. King, Dr. John Pratt, E. C. Faulkner, T. M. Gates, James A. 

Page, Jr., W. H. Bennett, C. L. Kelly, Roy B. Whitesides and Edgar L. Morris.

The date of the organization of the Sabbath School is not known. W. M. 

Kennedy, I. was the first superintendent. The following have served as 

superintendents of the Sabbath School: W. M. Kennedy, Sr. I, W. T. Barren, 

J. S. Brice, W. B. Wylie, J. W. Kirkpatrick, W. M. Kennedy II, G. W. Williams, 

A. A. Barron, C. H. Blakely, W. M. Kennedy III, Mason D. Davison, James L. 

Moss, Jr., D. D, Quinn and C. W. Ashe.

In the fall of 1890 at the home of Mrs. W. L. McDonald the Ladies Aid 

Society was organized. It is now known as the Woman's Missionary Society. 

Mrs. J. M. Galloway was elected President. The original membership consisted 

of eleven faithful women. The work of the women of the church has always been 

outstanding. They have consistently followed the program outlined in the 

Journal of Missions. Each loyal member of the Woman 1 s Missionary Society 

fully realizes the privilege and responsibility that they have, not only as 

a member of such an organization, but as a member of this church.

The young people have their Young People's Christian Union. The Juniors 

and Intermediates are organized and are doing faithful work.

As stated above, the men of the church have a Fellowship Club which 

meets once every two months. This organization is becoming a fine part of 

the church.



The history of this church has been a worthy one and it is hoped that 

such past will energize the present membership for future service in the 

Kingdom Work. It should be remembered that "This is the House of God, and 

this is the gate of Heaven."

81


