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In October 1919, the Yorkville Enquirer published a warning to the young
men who were likely to visit the Winthrop campus. Don't flirt was the message—
at least, don't flirt where the "dignified and sedate members of the faculty and
others officially connected with Winthrop" could observe them.

It seems that In the previous March, a York County representative In the
state legislature, John R. Hart, had successfully placed on the SO statute books
an act titled "A Bill to Protect Schools and College Attended by Women and
Glrls."The bill did not Indicate that It was Intended to protect Winthrop students
but Winthrop was the only state-supported women's college at that time.

Rock Hill City government had already passed an ordinance Intended to
prevent young men "hanging around" Winthrop. Rock Hill's Recorder was B. N.
Cralg, who had the reputation of being a "hard-boiled" judge. Cralg sentenced
two young Rock Hill fellows, J. William Milling and J. N. Miller and charged them
$10 each for flirting with Winthrop girls.

It was the Yorkville Enquirer editor's opinion that the 1,000-plus girls then
enrolled at Winthrop probably didn't mind being flirted with but the "silly swains"
should know that It was the law not to and that the law would be enforced. (We
searched the Winthrop catalogs of the time and other materials and found that
while there were plenty of rules and 28 specific restrictions listed In the catalog
regarding student behavior, there was no mention of the "flirting ordinance.")
—Bowling Green Is a small York County village? town? community? on Highway
321 about a half mile south of the North Carolina line. Old tourist guides referred
to Bowling Green as being situated on "the best route between Charlotte and
Columbia and thence to Florida for the winter." Now, It Is not on the list of "Things
to See & Do and Place to Stay In South Carolina's Olde English District. Now,
most people south of the town of York have no Idea where Bowling Green Is
located.

How did It get the name Bowling Green? According to legend, a horse
trader from Bowling Green, Kentucky made camp at the spot (there was no
village, just a wide spot In the road. The visitor asked a local fellow, "What do you
call this place?" The man replied that the place had no name. The visitor
suggested they call It Bowling Green which he declared to be the finest town In
"old Kalntuck." And they did.

In 1922 The Yorkville Enquirer described Bowling Green as a delightful
place to live In. The credit was given to the Bowling Green Presbyterian Church
for putting the liquor shops out of business back In 1894. It seems that an old
liquor dealer across the NC line In the Union community of Gaston County who
had the reputation of being an honest man, had become quite wealthy selling
rum. The Rev. G. A. Sparrow appreciated the man's honesty but said that either
the church or the rum shop would have to go.

The minister wrote a letter to the rum seller In which he wrote his

ultimatum. The old rum dealer couldn't read, "so upon receiving the letter he










