
CIRCUIT RIDERS OF THE METHODIST FAITH

In 1771 Francis Asbury, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal
church of England, was sent to America by John Wesley, founder of the
religion. Asbury's mission was to establish churches and organize
congregations.

Circuit riders covered a designated region on horseback, carrying
their sermons. Bibles and a change of clothes in their saddlebags. They
were housed and fed by fellow Methodists along their routes which often
covered hundreds of miles.

Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke were appointed bishops in 1784.
Both men visited our area, Asbury more than once. He kept journals, as
did most of the circuit riders. These Journals provide the major source of
the history of the early church.

In 1809 Henry Boehm, a circuit rider for 64 years, came into York
District in late November and stayed in Yorkville with William Gassaway
who would later establish the second oldest Methodist church in York

County. In his journal Boehm wrote that he left Gassaway in a severe
snowstorm and headed for Lancaster District.

Chilled to the bone he found the house of Robert Hancock on the

old Camden to Salisbury Road close to the present-day intersection of
Hwy 521 and Hwy 75 in the Osceola community of Indian Land township.
Robert Hancock had built "Hancock Chapel," a church that vanished with
time but the name Hancock was to be revived at the end of the century
as a railroad stop for the Seaboard Airline Railroad.

On November 25, 1809, Boehm preached a sermon at Hancock's
and was joined by William Capers, a young circuit rider. Capers, like
Asbury, kept an extensive journal. One of Capers' accounts told of how he
and Bishop Asbury happened to be at Robert Hancock's when an
unexpected snow fell and the northwest wind was bitter cold.

Hancock put the men in a loft bedroom which had a fireplace but
the wood was so damp that it proved impossible to start a fire. Capers
wrote, "I had been at work blowing and blowing long before bed-time; till
to my mortification, the aged bishop came up, and there was still no fire
to warm him. '"0 Billy, sugar,"' said he as he approached the fireplace,
'"never mind it; give it up; we will get warm in bed."

Capers knew that Asbury always rose at 4 a.m. Capers worried that
he would not only be unable to light a fire in the morning but, since he
normally slept until 6, that he would not wake in time. He determined to
sit up in his overcoat so that he would not be warm enough to oversleep.




