
LUCIUS BIERCE VISITS TfflS AREA IN 1822

Lucius Verus Blerce, 21, a recent graduate of Ohio University at Athens,

came to York County in October 1822 accompanied by a walking companion,

Peter Doty. The two thought they might find teaching jobs.

Doty found employment in Ebenezer Academy (the building still stands

alongside Ebenezer ARP in Rock Hill). Bierce was employed by trustees of the

Pleasant Valley Academy in the Indian Land of Lancaster District for the usual 3-

month term.

Bierce kept a journal. He wrote almost nothing about his students but

made many interesting observations about the people and their living conditions.

Bierce noted that the farms were generally one to three miles from each

other and not on the side of the road as they were in northern states. Instead,

the farmer placed his house on a hill, near a spring, and in a grove.

The soil was clay or swampy and the farmer dug a well from five to seven

feet deep. Then he pounded white flint stone as fine as possible and filled the

base of the well with the powdered rock up to two feet of the top. Each layer was

poured down as hard as possible.

Then the wall of the well was built of the same powdered white flint stone.

The spring water rose up through the fine flint which purified the water. Bierce

wrote that the worse water became clear and wholesome.

He found the farmers of Pleasant Valley growing cotton, corn, sweet

potatoes and figs. He saw no plantings of wheat or Irish potatoes, staples of his

home state.








