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Bethesda Presbyterian Church, located about 8 miles southwest of
Rock Hill on S. C. 322, has the oldest church building in York County,
dating back to 1822.

A dozen years before the construction of the Bethesda
meetinghouse, the Bethesda Circulating Library Society was organized
along the lines of the pre*Revolutionary circulating library established by
Ben Franklin in Philadelphia. Penn. Philadelphia was America's most
cosmopolitan city (chiefly because Franklin made it so). Bethesda was
completely rural, not even a crossroads village. The only town in York
County in 1810 was Yorkville and it had probably no more than 20
houses. This alone makes a circulating library most unusual for the time
and place.

The constitution of the Bethesda Circulating Library stated that
their object was "...to promote and facilitate the acquisition of great
advantages resulting both to individuals and to the community at large,
from a general diffusion of divine and natural knowledge."

The membership was made up of 50 men (no women and children
were listed) from all over York District. Subscriber's surnames
represented were Black, Simpson, Walker, Sadler, Givans, Love, Starr,
Hanna, Moore, Hope, Davidson, Rainey, Martin, Grier, Cooper, Daugherty,
Aiken, Wallace, Clendennan, Ross, Anderson, Douglass, Robertson, Mitchel,
Miller, Crockett, Beattie, Watson, Roberson, Williamson Sandifer, Davis,
Powell and Ardrey.

The money needed to establish the library was acquired by charging
an initiation fee and an annual installment payment. The books were
purchased in Philadelphia, Pa. and in Charleston, S.C. Quarterly, the men
met to exchange the books which were bundled in lots of from one to
four.

Since there were 50 members and 50 lots, over time,each man had
access to all the library's holdings ( or would have if the society, which
disbanded by mutual consent in 1816, had lasted longer). A list of the
books shows that they were mostly histories, religious and philosophical
books. There was a scattering of books of essays and travel books. The
Works of Beqfamin Franklin and David Ramsay's History of South Carolina
were probably among the most popular.

A Yorkville Enquirer correspondent who signed himself "Juvenis,"
wrote in 1860 about the men of the Bethesda Circulating Library Society
of a half century before that they had read uplifting literature of




