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Using iron as wages, firm enjoyed
success until it ran out of trees
15,000-acre plantation,
called Aera Furnace,
left the land barren
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In 1776, the year the American
colonies declared their indepen
dence from England, was also the
year that Aera Furnace went into
operation.
The S.C. I^jslature decided to

encourage the production of iron
by offering a 1,000-pound bounty.
York County's Nanny Mountain
had iron ore in abundance. CoL
William Hill secured a partner,
Col. Isaac Hayne of Charleston,
and managed to get title to 15,000
acres of land and 100 slaves. He
was able to hire skilled artisans
who had worked at North Caroli
na's Troublesome Creek Iron
works.

Aera Furnace was built in
months. A 2.5-niile tramway was
constructed that ran from Nan
ny's Mountain to Allison Creek.
With lime fiY^m r

his property. They also confis
cated the slaves and all the live
stock.

After the war, South Carolina
confiscated 50 slaves from Tory
estates and awarded them to Hill
Aera Furnace was rebuilt and
AETNA Furnace was built ii«;ing
a waterwheel for power.
to 1795, Hill was sued by the

heirs of Isaac Hayne, who were
joined by other creditors. The
York County sheriff announced
that the iron works and 15,000
acres of land would go on the auc
tion block.
A Boston newspaper, The Co

lumbian Centinel Exti^ adver
tised the auction on October 14,
1795. Besides AETNA and Aera
furnaces and the 15,000 acres, the
ad listed a "good two-story brick
house, 4 grist and 2 saw mills, 90

I  the rice mills of the Lowcountry.
There were specifics such as

the statement that three tons of
ore was equal to 2,900 pounds of
metal. Aera's furnace wheel was
26 feet high and 4 feet wide, while
AETNA'S furnace wheel was 28
feet high and 4 /z feet wide. The
forge wheel was 16 feet high; the
bammer wheels were 11 feet high
and 5 feet wide. The water in Alli
son Creek was high enough to run
the two forges for nine months of
the year with a head of water 19
feet high.
The ad ftuther informed pro

spective buyers that the workers
were all paid their wages in iron.
Wages of ordinary workers
r^ged from 100 to 130 pounds of
iron per month. A founder was re
warded for his skill with 1,250
pounds of iron per month. As to
the value of the iron, the only ex
ample given was that four pounds
of iron equaled one bushel of
com. It sounds like a bookkeep
er's nightmare.
The highest bidder at the auc

tion was William Edward Havn«»

of Charleston, who went into
partnership with Hill Five thou
sand acres of the original 15,000
were sold to other parties.
The HilVHayne partnership

lasted until 1809 when they were
no longer making a profit A ma
jor reason for the shutdown of
Hill's Iron Works was tliat they
had exhausted the trees that fur
nished the ciiarcoal that fueled
the furnaces.

An 1855 traveler, after seeing
the wasted land around the King^
Moimtain Iron Works, said that it
"presented as f^ as the eye can
reach, the most desolate and
gloomy appearance. The lands
havmg all been bought up by the
Company for the sake of fuel"
The same could have been said

about the Hill's Iron Works and
Nanny's Mountain area. Pennsyl
vania's anthracite coal proved to
be both cheaper and superior to
York County's charcoal
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