
S.C. "• Courjtu
^^^^^^^^u

THE EVENING HERALD
ROCK HILL, S. C THURSDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 16, 1948. SECTION 1"WO

Old Averv Home At Ebenezer, Built 
Before 1832, Now Owned By Steeles
Except For Addition 
Of Wing, House Is 
Little Changed

The A very Home

BT ELIZABETH REED
The date of the construction of

the Avery home in Ebenezer. has
been lost in the pages of time. How 
ever, the lovely old two story home
was built before 1833 and WAS for
many years the home of the Avery
family. Early owners and residents
of the home were Col. and Mrs. Ed- 

(ward, Avery.
Sometime during the latter parti 

the 19th century the property j
was bought by Robert MorrLson, who
bad only one leg.

During Morrlson's ownership of j 
|th* property fertile fields between 

i the .home and old Eb«»ne«r church 
l^rere planted in grapevines. Morrl-
son was known for miles around for
his grane wine. The full .story base 
ment was used for storing of wine
barrels and for the curing of the
wine Morrisnn had one *m. Thorn. 

Morrison was also well-known as
the nimer of race horses and had The beautiful and graceful two story Avery home in Eoenezer. now
a race track In the level field across the home of Mi&s AUene Steele and her brother, Joe H. Steele. was built 
ithe road from the house. according to the Charleston style of architecture with side porch. The 

In December nf 1900 the hou.w j nouae te perfectly preserved and contains many beautiful old articles of
and adjoining land were bought by, furnlahi __photo by Herftld staff photographer.
Edward Partlow Steele and his wtfe.'__________________ . 
Mrs. Etta Hutchison Steele. They' the parents of Earle Partlow Steele
mid their home and lands In" the] who died in 1933. He married the

i Concord wcOon when the Duke 
Power Company entered the area 
|with plan< for their big dam.

Mr. and Mrs. Steele built a wing 
I to the lovely old home but other- 
|wl*e thev rhanged th*1 structure Iit- 
jtle. For the most part the house 
stands today aa it ws* more than 
 0 years ago. and aw tt perhaps

former Miss Katherine Bran don. 
who lives next door to the larger 
Steele home place. The couple were 
the parents of two daughters, Mrs. 
Millard ^afford and Miss Dorothy 
Steele of Ebenezer.

Mary Avery ToUnd 
Remembered widest of all the res 

ident* of the home through It*

The fact that Mary Avery To- 
land's history goes back to another 
century does not seem «o long when 
one can step into the old Ebeneaer 
graveyard and see the graves of 
Revolutionary War soldiers dated 
as early as 1750.

Mary America Avery was thr 
daughter of Col. Edward Avery and 
Mrs. Mary Klltabeth Vaughn Av 
ery. As a child nhe must ha vf

wms for many years prior to that many years Is beautiful Mary Avery i flayed In the churchyard adjoining 
Ume j Toland, who was bora wltttn Its' her home and pondered upon those 

The houae is now the residence v,ns In 1833. burled within ita tombs.
So beautiful was Mary Av-ery She grew into a breath-Uktnclyof Joe H. Steele and his sister. MUs

Allnne Steele. Features of the home 
Include the Interesting basement. 
once the home of the slaves, with 
IU huge hand made brick walls and
large fireplace 

Mr. and Mrs

that she received the title of South'beautiful wwnan. whose oval face 
Carolina's most lovtty woman and, *nd graceful form have been prr- 
today the lines, now fading from served In a portrait pointed by an 
her tomb in historic Ebenetwr c*m-   artist of the times.
etery. can be seen 

Steele were also I - No one so beautiful as she.
"Perfect In form and face. 
"A queenly mien with modesty 
"Crowned every other

At about the age of 31, Mary
America Averv made her debut at 
the state ball held In Columbia, 
the outstanding event of the state's 
social life. Dr. Hugo Toland of 
Columbia, one of the states prom- 
mlnent and wealthy citizens, met 
her at the ball and declared that 
she was the most beautiful woman 
he had ever seen. He said "I ex 
pect to marry her."

And. although Dr. Toland was 
an older man. he did marry the 
fair Mary after a whirlwind court 
ship. As a physician. Dr. Toland 
reallied that his bride was not In 
robuct health and prescribed a com 
plete change of climate as a means 
of improving It and giving the cou 
ple an extended honeymoon.

T^iat was before the day of rail 
road travel. 80 Dr. Toland fitted 
out a regular caravan for their 
use. complete even to silver mount 
ed plstoln. So the couple started 
out. accompanied by Mrs. Toland's 
brother. Dr. E. T. Avery.

Evidently there was no need for 
the silver mounted pistols and the 
couple made their leisurely way 
acrow the continent. But an enemy 
nuked en route that they had not 
dreamed of. One September night, 
six months after they had toft 
South Carolina, the couple camped 
near San Francisco. Cholera was 
prevalent In the area and Mary 
Avery Toland was stricken Septem 
ber 11, 1SU with the dread disease 
and died three dan later.

Mary's mother must have had a 
premonition of her daughter's 
death. Before she left home Mrs. 
Avery extracted a promise from 
Dr. Toland that If anything should 
happen to Mary he would bring the 
body back to Ebenecer cemetery.

Dr. Toland took the body Into 
Ban Franciaoo and. although em 
balming was rn its Infancy, he had 
her body embalmed according to 
his directions. It seems that he 
himself remained In flan Francisco 
where he built up a successful prac 
tice, re-married and eventually 
founded Toland University Some 
say that during this time the body 
of hi* beloved first wife remained In 
his office: others that It was placed 
In   mauaoitum.

He did not forget, 'ils promise to 
Mary's mother and In 1877 he de 
cided to fulfill that promise.

This time the body of Mary To 
land traveled across the continent 
on a train "In seven coffins" finally 
to reach its permanent resting place 
In Ebenezer. Dr. Toland said that 
when the body left California Mary 
Toland "was as beautiful as on 
the day she died."

There are today no living mem 
bers of the Avery family bearing 

i that name. Living mi til a few 
vears ago were two nieces and a 
nephew. Miss Ella Avery. Mrs. Mec- 

, ca Avery Laughlin and a nephew. 
Julian Avery. S. K Lowery and 
K. B. Lowery of York are great 
sr and sons of Col. Edward Avery

rThls Is one of a series of articles 
on old York county homes. Editor's 
Note.)

oseph Steele's 
funeral today
Joseph H Steele. W, a retired 

[Rock Hill farmer, died yesterday 
[fat York County Hospital after an 
1 tllnes* of three months.

Funeral was to be today at 3 
Jp.m. in th* Ebtmzer Preabyterlan 
(Church, conducted by Rev. David 
JMoyland. Burial was to be In the 
[church cemetery.

Steele was born and reared in 
(York County.   son of the l«te Ed 
IP. and Etta Hutchinson Sttel*. 
A former mayor of Ebenezer, he 
attended schools in York County 
and Clemson College. He was a 
member of the York County Sad- 

Idle Horw Assn. and the Ebeneter 
church, where he had served on 

Ithe official board,
Survivors include one  littr, 

[Miss Allene Steele. and two niece*. 
Mrs. N. M. Hollis tnd Mra. 11

Joseph Steele's 
rites yesterday
Funeral for Joacph H Steele of 

[Rock Hill was conducted yester 
day at 3 p. m. it the Ebeneter 

I Presbyterian Church by Rev. Da-
jvid Moylan.

Burial was in the church ceme- 
|tery.

Active pallbearers wert Roy 
IShillinglaw. Sam Jackson. G. P. 
Thompson, Leroy Williams. Eu 
gene Hutchmaon and John Slm- 

Irfl.
Honorary pallbearer* were (he 

j officers of Ebenezer Presbyteri 
an Church, Jess Hawklns. Hazel 
Simril, Robert A. Gettyi. Walter 
Jenkina, Dr. J. E. Welsh. Wrt- 

|lUm White, Undaary Waidrop, 
Moubray Beaty. Ed Alien, Hwy 

[Smith, Start Whftvaker. Bob Long. 
'Bob Williams, Dr. Fnuk G**on. 
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