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PORTRAIT OF COLONEL COWARD 
PRESENTED TO THE CITADEL

A growing gallery uf portraits in 
Th:- President's Hooin of The Citadel 
Memorial Library has gained another 
> ni ry. This gallery run tains paint 
ing.-, "f nn-11 who havi- head* <\ The 
f'itidel since the first siiperint-mlenl 
:»)k oftire a( The military college in
IM:;.

Th»- new portrait, unvt-ilci! Septem-
 H-r'Jith in the Main Hereption Lounge 
>.f Maik Clark Hall <m the military 
I-. ijji'ge campus, depicts Co). Asbury 
< ''»war«l. (' »] .tie! Coward was the
   :ghth superintendent i»f The Citadel 
and h"ld that oflice from 18110 to 1!»0«.

M. O MII mi I,. Coward of Hi yn 
MaviT, I*a.. son nf Colonel Coward.
presented the portrait to the college.

Miss Alicia Hhett, of Charleston is 
the art!-ft who rendered the painting.

fien. Mark \V. Ciark, president of 
The Citadel. accepte/I the portrait on 
bi-haif of th<- rolleife in th   ceremony 
which was presided over liy Col J (i. 
Ilarrison, '•>?,, nf The Citadel family.

Colonel Coward was born in Char 
leston in J8'J.", rind was graduated 
from Th«- Citadel in IS.">4. In Janu 
ary 18.">5 he and his claH.smaU 1 , Micah 
Jenkins, who later hrcame (leneral 
Jenkins, established the King's Moun- 
t.i.n Military School at Vorkville. 
This institution trained young men 
under the guidance of its founders 
until the lwginni?ig of The War Ite-
tweeri the State>.

In June lX*;o Colonel Coward b- 
i-ame aide d 1 - camp on the staff of 
( en. I> II. Jones, and server! in that 
rapacity at Rlackhu rn's Kord and in 
the First Battle of Manassas. After 
Marianas he was named adjutant 
general with the rank of r.iptain and 
was regularly assigned to the staff of 
C,, r.i-   ;il J'lfi.--. II'- -« ( ved :nr;r rs ^. f 'i

the (letieral ilui-tng the campaigns nf 
IM2 in the batile* r,f Gol.lie'.s Mill. 
Savage Station, Malv -rn Hill, Scntn-l 
Manassas, Boonslioro flap and Sharps- 
burg.

Coward narrowly escaped death 
from the explosion of a shell at 
Sharpsburg. After that encounter he 
became colonel of th:- Fifth South 
Carolina Regiment As colonel of this 
regiment he \va< in the Battle of 
Fredericksburg, the campaign on th" 
Blackwater and about Suffolk. I.ong- 
st reel's campaign in Georgia und 
Tennessee, including the battles of 
CMckamauga, Lookout Valley, Camp- 
Hall's S»-'ti-in. I-enoir Station, Knox- 
ville, Bean's Statifin. and Straw ben > 
Tl.iins.

Bark in Viigmia in IH'H. he was 
wiiuruM in the Ir-ft arm at the Wild 
erness, and served in the trenches at 
Petersburg and north of the James 
for eight months.

Colonel Coward reopi-n-'d his York- 
vine military school in January, 18HO. 
and in spite of the general poverty "f 
the state following the war he was 
able t» maintain its us.-fulness and 
prest.ge and conduct* d it alon*- for 
 _' ( ' years. Hi- partner in th<' .-chool 
venture had been mortally wounded 
at the Rattle of the Wilderness on 
May *:, 1W.I. From 1882 to I8S« he 
al>   served as state superintendent of 
instruction, and in ]8:«» he was named 
superintendent of The Citad:d, n 
jtusilion he held until his retirement 
in UMIR.

The title of the presiding officer of 
Th" Citadel was changed from super 
intendent to president in 1!»2I during 
the tenure of C >l O. J. Bond who was 
Coxvard's successor.
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COLONEL A3BURY COWARD 

Paper Prepared by Miss Emma London

Introduction

Choice of Topic for year's study intrigued me and as soon 

as I knew I had one of the programs, I asked for "Colonel 

Coward" chiefly because I knew so little about him. I remem 

ber my elders saying that he was such a fine man, but "Oh! 

that name". A.3. Salley wrote an article on the n Bravery of 

Col. Coward". In it he quotes from the "Youth's Companion's 

What's in a Name?": A gallant Condederate Colonel was named 

Adam Coward, but he always signed his "A. Coward", He said it 

was bad enough to be A. Coward, but A-dam Coward was too bad. 

The writer's sister, Miss Marion Salley, wrote to the editor of 

the paper that Colonel Coward's first name was not Adam but 

Asbury; that she had told Colonel Coward who was then staying 

in Orangeburg with a daughter, that she was correcting the 

error and that the Colonel had told her to say that "As further 

proof that I am not A-dam Coward I have been living with the 

same wife over sixty-five years". A similar reference to Col 

onel Coward's name was used by Ripley in his "Believe it or Not 

Column" in 1931.

But enough about the name. Let us look at the man:

Asbury Coward

Asbury Coward was born on Quinby Plantation about 34 milea 

from Charleston Sept. 19, 1335, son of Jesse and Keziah Ann 

Dubols Coward. His father was a planter and especially success- 

ful in rice culture.

Left an orphan at an early a^e, his guardian and uncle, Mr,
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James Coward, put him at various preparatory schools in Charles 

ton as advantages were so much greater than heoould have in the 

country. He was prepared to enter the Citadel and was graduated 

from that institution in 1854 (nearly 19 years old).

As Teacher

After graduation, he and his young friend Micah Jenkins, es 

tablished the King f s Mountain Military School at Yorkville. Cow 

ard and Jenkins at that time - 1655 - had to have an Attorney and 

Guardian as they had not yet reached their majority and could not 

sign the papers.

Dr. W.S. Currell writing about Col. Coward in "South Carolina 

Education" in 1923 tells of his life as a cadet at KMMS: the 

strict discipline, the long hours crowded with study, drill, work 

and little recreation. He told how cadets cut and carried wood 

to their 3rd floor quarters. He remembered the hearty appetites 

and stopping eating only because they heard the call, "Mess num 

ber 2, Arise." Dr. Currell says, "Pervading it a 11 wa s that 

felt but indescribable personal influence of Col.Coward with 

its high moral, intellectual and spiritual inspiration. He adds 

that the beautiful words of that gem of devotional literature, 

Family Morning Prayer from the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer, 

daily uttered eloquently and devoutly by Colonel Coward still 

lingering in our memories have undoubtedly influenced our lives 

as only Eternity will reveal. Colonel Coward gave 31 of the 

b est years of his life to this school and to the War Between the 

States.

He married Elise Corbett Blum, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 

Andrew Blum of Charleston, When he volunteered for service he 

took his wife and babies to Charleston to live with her family 

there while he was in service.
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He entered the Confederate service in June 1361 as Adjutant- 

General in the field, with the rank of Captain; was promoted to 

Major, August, 1862, and appointed Colonel of the Fifth South 

Carolina Volunteers August 12, 1362. As Volunteer Aide, he was 

in action at Blackburn's Ford and the first battle of Nanassas; 

as Adjutant-General, first of brigade and afterwards of division, 

he was engaged as follows: In several actions along the Warwick 

River near Yorktown; in actions at Price's Farm, Savage Station, 

and Malvern Hill, Va.; was promoted Major on the Adjutant-Gen 

erals department for service at Malvern Hill; was in the second 

battle of Manassas; in the engagement at Ox Hill near Chantilly; 

in the battle of Boonsboro Gap; in the battle at Sharpsburg. At 

the latter place he was stricken from his horse by a fragment of 

shell, receiving a severe contused wound, but did not leave the 

field. As colonel of the Fifth Regiment, he was in the battle 

at Gettysburg, and in several skirmishes around Suffolk, Va. 

Colonel Coward went to Chickamauga with his regiment and brigade* 

In command of his own and the First South Carolina Volunteers, 

he made the night attack on the enemy's line around Chattanooga, 

and was engaged with his regiment in the night attack at Wahat- 

chie, in Wills Valley, Tennessee.

He commanded division line of skirmishes in a night attack 

on enemy's outpost at Lenoir Station; comnanded the policet line

of the two divisions in making demonstrations against the
«* 

enemy's line around Knoxville, during the attack on Fort Sanders;

participated in the fight at Campbell*s Station; commanded a 

composite brigade in obtaining supplies within the enemy's line 

at Dandridge, Tenn.; was engaged in the battle of the Wilderness 

in Virginia; May 6th led the attack which captured the enemy's
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line on the Brock Road, receiving a wound thru the left arm; 

remained with his regiment until the second day at Spottsylvania 

Court House, when the condition of his wound required him to 

leave the field. He rejoined his regiment the latter part of 

June; served with his regiment in several tours in the trenches 

around Petersburg. He was engaged in the attack on Fort Harrison 

and received a slight wound in the hand. He was in the engage 

ment of the Darbytown Road at Deep Bottom, at New Market Heights 

and at Fussell's Mill. He engaged in the fight around Farmville, 

Va. and surrendered with his regiment at Appomattox on April 9, 

1865.

In a few hours after his surrender he received the following 

communication:

Headquarters 1st Army Corps 

April 9, 1365

Col Asbury Coward, 5th S.C, Regiment

Colonel: I cannot allow us to be separated for probably an 

indefinite time, without taking occasion to express to you my 

appreciation of the valuable services you have rendered our 

cause. In your first position as Assistant Adjutant-General of 

one of the brigades of my division, then one of the divisions 

of my corps and then as Colonel of the 5th S.C. Regiment, you 

have always distinguished yourself by your intelligence, energy 

and courage. To rare administrative qualities has been added a 

valor which has been Illustrated on many battlefields* I re 

gret the severance of our connection as one of the painful neces 

sities of War.

I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your most obedient servant.

(signed) J. Longstreet
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I concur on the commendation bestowed on Colonel Coward by 

General Longstreet. I have always considered him one of the 

best officers of the Army.

(signed) R.E. Lee General

After the War Col. Coward returned to his home and reopened 

the King's Mt. Military Agademy. Here he remained until 1666. 

While he was still head of KMMA he was also State Superintendent 

of Education elected to that office for two terms. "From his 

reports one is impressed with his grasp of educational problems. 

Especially did he urge larger appropriations, more general 

school attendance, better preparation and better salaries for 

teachers." It seems that at this time - about 16S7 - his con 

nection with the Academy he had founded was severed. For two 

years he was U.S. Post Office inspector and for one year he 

represented the Equitable Life Insurance Co.

In 1890 he was elected Superintendent of the Citadel, entered 

upon his duties there October 1, 1890 and continued as its head 

for 16 years.

During the summer of 1390 there was a political upheaval in 

the state which carried Tillman and the reform faction into 

power. Tillman referred to the Citadel as a "dude factory" 

but was gracious enough to say that the Citadel was doing 

better work in proportion to cost than the University was, and

added that there were too few lights in S.C. for any of them to
d

be put out. Tillman was obseese^ with the need for the estab 

lishment of Clemson and Winthrop. Then in March, 1892 a fire 

occurred; several buildings were burned but Colonel Coward with 

his genius for organization met this emergency, arranged for 

classes in part of the old Roper Hospital, so that only one day
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was missed from classes and military drill* From the time he 

entered the Citadel as a cadet he had been deeply interested

in its work. He realized that the worth of this fine institu- .
\ 

tion was little known in the upper part of the state and so

were begun then what we would today call "field trips". When 

he became superintendent in 1390, he established the custom of
Oi*ff X}

annual encampments, (I remember one held in R.H; where the WTS ^ 

now is about ); also to the Augusta Fair, the Atlanta Exposition, 

the great military gathering at Savannah, and to the Louisiana 

Purchase Exposition in St. Louis.

No sketch of Col. Coward would be complete if mention were 

not made of the loving helpmeet whose sympathetic cooperation 

much of his success in life is due. To quote Dr. Currell again: 

He remembers "vividly her rich and well trained voice accompanied 

by his exquisite tenor in the picturesque ivy-clad church in York. 

The harmonius blend of the two fine voices is a fitting symbol 

of the long and loving union of the two hearts that beat as one 11 .

The University of S.C. conferred upon him the degree of Lit.D. 

in 1896; President Roosevelt (Theodore) appointed him on the 

Board of Visitors for West Point; upon his retirement in 1908 he 

was granted a comfortable annuity by the Qarnegie Foundation for 

teachers because of his exceptional service in the cause of educa 

tion. There is a tablet at King's Mountain Park to him because 

he started plans to make it a Park. One of the older clubs in 

York is named the Asbury Coward Literary Society.

Colonel Coward died April 28, 1925 at the home of his daughter, 

Mrs. Paul R. Bratton on Oakland Ave., Rock Hill and was buried in 

York.

"Quoting from the article in the Sphinx: "Col. Coward la a 

man who has been tried in the conjonctures of peace and war and
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has not been found wanting; he stands as one of the finest types 

of gentleman, scholar, soldier, citizen and patriot our high 

civilization and our liberal institutions has ever produced."


