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Tuck” Brooks Is A Man Surrounded By. History Duimg Back
More Than 200 Years; His House Is One Of Earliest

THE I.AURENS ADVERTISER, “South Carolina's Largest Weekly Newspaper”

By Jack Barkley
“Tuck" Brooks s a man sur-
rounded by history.
Some of it dates back 200 to
Smf years.
Most of {t is history related to
his family.

“Tuck,” as he is nicknamed, is
one of the elder cltizens of Laur-
ens County and for the past 77
years, he has lived in the same
historfc surroundings of his own
home on Route 2, Gray Court.

A chimney at one end of the
house bears the date 1833, In this
house, Lemuel
awas born. The old home, though
remodeled, still stands firm with
the original logs used for the con-
struction of the walls. The logs
are now covered wilh planking
on the outside and a modern cov-
ering on the Inside.

In the yard stands a pecan tree
that 1s something like 100 years
old. It was planted by Brooks'
father.

In the living room of the home
Is a desk that Is between 260 and
300 years old. The hand-made
structure belonged to the great-
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great-great-grandfather of Brooks
and had baen passed down through
the years.

Tuck poinled to one room.

.“That room used to be the Post
Office,” he sald.

“Until the rural malil delivery
came into belng, that room there
served as the Post Office for this
arca,” he sald.

Through his_ life, Tuck has
been a farmer. The farm is now
348 acres, but when it was origl-
nally purchased by Brooks' grand-
father, It conslsted of 1,100 acres.
Tuck's grandfather, who pur-
chased the land for 50 cents an

acre, never lived on the farm,
though he purchased it for a
homeplace.

Digging iInto the memories of
history, Tuck told of how his
grandfather was reported to have
gonc to tell a neighbor of . his
moving. The grandfather had al-
rendy moved his family to the
homesite, While journeying on
horseback with a frlend, a ftree-
limb broke and fell upon Tuck's
grandfather. He died never io
live in the new home.

The land stayed in the family,
however, and there Brooks was
born and raised.

His parents died in 1932, Hang-
ing on the wall in the house Is
the marriage license of Tuck's
father and mother. It Is beautiful-
ly decornted and In full color, not
like the plain printed forms of
today.
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Even the servants and farm
hands living on Brooks' farm are
becoming a part of the history.

One Negro man has lived and
worked on Tuck's farm for the
past 40 years. His cook has been
with ‘the family for 25 years. A
third person has been with Tuck
for 25 years and still another,
with the shortest stay, has been
there for eight years.

“When we get up In the morn-
Ing, our breakfast is on  the
table,” Tuck said of hic cook.

“She's as good a cook as ever
went in a man's house,”"” he add-
ed, “and has cooked three meals
a day all these years.”

“What happens If she is sick?,"
he was asked.

“She has hardly ever been sick,”
he replied.

In addition to farming, Tuck
operated a cotton gin for 45 vears.

“It was the first gin to pull
cotton out of the wdgon,” he said.
The method is still used today in
most every gin.

Have times changed since the
carly days, he was asked.

"“Oh man yeah!" he replied.

“T guess the greatest change is
in labor,"” he sald.

was plentiful and when workers | _
used to come by the house looking:
for jobs. It's different today, you
can't even get help, much less
sce them looking for a job,” he
said.

Another change is the farming, '
Tuck stated. We used to plant’
about 200 acres of cotton. Today,
the government lets us plant 38
acres. i

John Brooks, & brother to Tuck,
was the first person to own a car
in Laurens County, Tuck said.'
Tuck himself was the first to owni
one with doors. |

The automobile changed the
picture of transportation, Brooks
remembered. He told of how it
used to take between two and
three hours to make the trip from
his house to Laurens on a horse.
Today It takes about 15 minutes.

“I remember one time I came

“I can remember when labor tion
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EASTSIDE. Conway Ave., R. C.
Craine, pastor: 10 am., Sunday
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ship: 6:45 p.m., Training Union:
8 p.m., Evening Service; Wed-
nesday Evening Service, 8 p.m.
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R. Walers, pastor: 10 a.m, Sun-
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pastor: 9:45 a.m., Sunday School,
11 a.m., Worshlp Service; 6:45
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Service; Wednesday, T7:30 p.m.,
Prayer Service.
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the government lets us plant 38
acres,

John Brooks, a brother to Tuck,
was the first person to own a car
in Laurens County, Tuck said.
Tuck himself was the first to own
one with doors.

The automobile changed the
picture of transportation, Brooks
remembered. He told of how it
used to take between two and
three hours to make the trip from
his house to Laurens on a horse.
Today It takes about 15 minutes.

“I remember one time I came
to town on horseback to see a
carnival. A nelghbor had given
me $10 to pay a bill in town.
When I got to Laurens it didn't
take long for that money to pass
from my hands to the carnival
folks hands.

“I borrowed the $10 from my
brother to pay the man’s bill and
paid it.

“I haven't messed with a carni-
val since,” he sald with a smile,

That was in the days when the
carnival used to set up around
the square.

Tuck has seen many other
changes.

He told of iInstalling a pump
water system In 1921. The same
pump Is still being used today,
he said. It has never had to be
repalred.

Though electricity was in use
at Tuck's home by use of 'a gaso-
line operated generator, power
lines didn't come uniil 1929,

A member of Dials Methodist
Church, Tuck told of the growth
of that rural church. He was born
and raised in the church which
was organized In 1808 with 13
members Today It Is one of the
most progressive community
churches in the colunty.

Indeed, Tuck Is surrounded by
history—from the time when pow-
er for the cotton gin was furnish-
ed by a steam plant until today
when a touch of a switch sends
‘current through his home, from
the time when he cut cord wood
to operate the steam plant until
cotton planting time, and farmed
cotton until the crop was in and
returned to cutting cord wood, on
down until the present when he
is ‘taking life a little easier,
Tuck is surrounded by history,
most of It Is famlily history, but
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Craine, pastor: 10 a.m., Sunday
School: 11 am., Morning Wor?
ship: 6:45 p.m., Tralning Union;
8 p.m.,, Evening Service; Wed-
nesday Evening Service, 8 p.m.

FAITH, Greenwond Road, John
R. Waters, pastor: 10 a.m., Sun-
day School; 11 .a.m., Preachinp:
7:30 p.m., Preaching: Wednesday
Prayer Meeting, 7:30 p.m.

FIRST. Dr. Robert S. Cooper.
pastor: 8:45 a.m., Sunday School,
11 a.m., Worship Service; 6:45
p.m,, Training Union; 8:00 p.m.,
Service; Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.,
Prayer Service.

HILLCREST, Independence
Ave., Kennsth Word, pastor: 9:55
a.m., Sunday School; 11 am,
Worship Service; 6:15 p.m., Train-
ing Union; 7:30 p.m., Worship
Service; Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.,
Prayer Service.

LUCAS AVENUE. 14 Lucas
Ave.,, Alvin "~ Boone, pastor: 10
a.m., Sunday School; 11 am,
Morning Worship; 7 p.m., Train-
Ing Union; 8 p.m., Evening Wor-
ship.

NORTHSIDE, Carl Bishop, pas-
tor: Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.,
Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m,,
Training Union, 7 p.m., Evening
Worship, 8 p.m., Prayér Service,
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.

BECOND, Fleming St., Grange
S. Cothran, minister: 9:55 a.m.,
Sunday School: 11 a.m., Morning
Worshlp; 7 p.m.,, BTU; 8 p.m,
Evening Worship; Wednesday,
7:30 p.m., Prayer Service.

METHODIST

CENTRAL. Wililson at Marion
St., T. C. Gibbons, pastor: 10 am,,
Church School; 11 a.m., and 7:30
p.m., Worship Service; Mid-Week
Service, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.

FIRST., Main St, Victer R.
Hickman, pastor: 10 a.m, Sunday
School; 11 a.m., Morning Worship;
7 p.m., Evening Worship.

BAINT JAMES, Lueas Avenue,
J. H. Lindsay, pastor: Church
School, 10 a.m.; Morning Worship,
11 am.; Evening Worship, 7:30
p.m.; Mid-Week Prayer Service,
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m,

WESLEYAN, F. H. Pressley,
pastor: 10 a.m., Sunday School; 11
a.m., Morning Worship; 7:30 p.m.,
Evening Worship; 7:30 p.m., Wed-
nesday Prayer Meeting.

This series of 'advéﬂisemenis in behalf of our ch

THE CHURCH FOR ALL . ..
ALL FOR THE CHURCH

The Chugch s the greatest facior on

" earth fuyh building of chsrackr and
good citizemhip. It i a sorchouse of
spiritual vaheer. Without 8 strong Church,
weither demacracy mor civilization can
wrvive. There are four sound reasons
2why every person should atiead servicns
* regularly and suppert the Oherch. They

*arer (1) Fer his own sake. (2) For hia:

* children's sake. (3) Feor the sake of hin
community aad mation. (4) For the sake
of the Church itself, which meeds his
maral and material mpport. Plan b go
to church regularly and read yeur Bible

Come January first, you're going to get
a present . . . a glorious present of 366
bright, uncluttered days.

What you do with them is largely up to
you. Each day of the year is now a blank
page in the notebook of your life — and
only you can fill it.

Don’t clutter up the first page by making
a lot of useless resolutions. Instead — spend
that time by going to church.

Turn to God the first day of the year, and
stay with Him. Put your faith in Him, and
in His church. With His help, you can make
this year the finest one. you've ever lived.

Coprright 1399, Kakrter Adv. Bervice, Streabwry, Ya.
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business houses which urge you to worship and pray regularly in your church |
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