Laurens County, S. C. Courthouse
Box 111 Pkg 20 Probate Cffice

In the Name of God, Amen: I, John Nic%els, of the District of Laurems and
the State of South Carolin;, being of sound and disposing mind and memocry, do
make, cbnstitute and ordain this my last will and testament in manner and form
following-~that is to say

First - It is my will ané desire that all my just debts be paid as scon after
my death as may be practicable.

Second - It is my will and desire that as soon after my death, as the money
can be collected, either from debts due me or the proceeds of the Farm, there
shall be made up and paid to each of my daughters, Catherine N. Holmes, Mary E,
Anderson, and Isabella Jane Wright, the sum of two thousand dollars, provided
however that any money, they or either of them, or their husbands may have pre-
viously received from me, or debts ﬁaid for them by me, shall be considered
and reckoned in as making a part or whole of said sum of two thousand dollars
a8 the case may be.

Third - I give and bequeath to my daughter, Isabella Jane Wright, house-
hold and Kitchen furniture, stock, etc, to an amount equal that given to
either of my other daughters at the direction of my wife to be delivered to her
when called for,

Fourth - I give and bequeath all the rest and residue of my estate, real
and personal, to my beloved wife, Jane Nickels, during her natural life, and at
her death, I give and begueath to Dr. John W, Simpson, the following negroes,
to wit: & woman named Rachel with her children Eveline, Jacksoﬁ, Prestcn,

Perry and Cornelia; also a man named Fielding and his wife Penna with their
children, Simon, Jefferson, Isaac, Jane, Creecy ard Fielding. Hester, a
woman and her daughter, -Ellen with hér children, Baizilla, Andrew and Othella
Margaret. Also, a negro man Jim and his two brothers, Joseph and Isasc; a man

namned Claborn; & man named Jim Wynn and a woman named Polley, in trust for the

use and benefit of my daughter, Catherine N. Holmes, during her natural life

and at her death the said negroes to be disposed of as follows, to wit: one
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half of the increase to belQng to her huspand and all the above named negroes
snd the remainder of their increase to be equally divided amongst her children,
the child or children of ; deceased child to take the share to which the de=
ceasedfaront, if living, would be entitled, but should she die without lesaving
& husband or child, or children surviving her, or the child or children of

a deceased child, then it is my will and desire that all of the aforesaid
negroes, with their whole increase, be equally divided between my other two
daughters, Mary E. and Isabella Jane, if living, and if either be dead,
leaving no child or children therm surviving, then the whole to go to the last
survivor, but if either be dead, leaving a child or children living, then such
child or children to take the share to which théir mother, if living, would

be eﬁtitled and if my said daughter, Catherine N. Holmes, should die leaving
no child or children living, nor child or children of a deceased child, but
should leave a husband, then it is my will and desire that such husband should
have and take one half of the increase of the aforesaid negroes and all the
ballance of the increase, with the negroes named in this clause, shall be dis-
posed of as is herein provided in the event of my said daughter dying without
leaving & husband, child or children, or the child or children of a deceased
childe And it is further my will that my will that my said daughter, Catherins
N. Holmes, shall have the possession and use of the said aforesaid negroes
and their increase (after the termination of the life estate of my wife)
during her natural life. But the said negroes and increase in no event to be
subject to the debts or contracts of her present or future husband ...after
the death of my wife.

Fifth - I give and bequeath to Dr. John W. Simpson, the following negroes,
to wit: A man named Edmond and his wife, Peggy, with her children, Tom, Aggy,
and Anthony;lMoriah and her child, Emily; also a womsn named Big Lucy and her
daughter, Mirs, with her children, Simeon, Sally Ann and Lenides; a woman name

Little Lucy with her children Nency, David and Jarrat. William, a man and his

wife, Morish, with two of their sons, Jackson and Bluford, together with
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half of fhe increase to bel?ng to her husband and all the above named negroes
and the remainder of their increase to be equally divided amongst her children,
the child or children of ; deceased child to také the shasre to which the de-
ceasodfarsnt, if living, would be entitled, but should she die without leaving
a husband or child, or children surviving her, or the child or children of

a deceased child, then it isrmy will and desire that all of the aforesaid
negroes, with their whole increase, be equally divided between my other two
dauvghters, Mary E. and Isabella Jane, if living, and if either be dead,
leaving no child cr children therm surviving, then the whole to go to the last
surviver, but if either be dead, leaving a& child or children living, then such
child or children to takerths share to which their mother, if living, would

be eatitled and if my said daughter, Catherine N. Holmes, should die leaving
no child or children living, nor child or children of a decessed child, but
should leave a husband, then it is my will and desire that such husband should
have and take one half of the increase of the aforesaid negroes and all the
ballance of the increase, with the negroes named in this clause, shall be dis-
posed of as is herein provided in the event of my said daughter dying without
leaving a husband, child or children, or the child or children of a deceased
child. And it is further my will that my will that my said daughter, Catherine
N. HEolmes, shall have the pdssession and use of the said sforessaid negroes

and their increase (after the termination of the 1ife estate of my wife)
during her natural life. But the said negroes and increase in no event to be
subject to the debts or contracts of her present or future husband ...after
the death of my wife.

Fifth - I give and bequeath to Dr. John W. Simpson, the following negroes,
to wit: A man named Edmond and his wife, Peggy, with her children, Tom, Aggy,
and Anthony;Moriah and her child, Emily; also a woman named Big Lucy and her
daughter, Mira, with her children, Simeon, Sally Ann and Lenides; a woman name
Little Lucy with her children Nancy, David and Jarrat. William, a man and his

wife, Moriash, with two of their sons, Jackson and Bluford, together with
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thei:'futufe increase, in trust for -the use and benefit of my daughter, Mary E.. -
Andérsbn, during her natural life and at her death to be disposed of as follows, |
to wits ono-hilf of the in;rease of the same to beloﬁg tb hér husband. And all
ithe above named negroes, with their increasé, to be équilly‘divided amongst hef
children, child or children of a deceased child to take the share to which  their
parent should have been>entitied if living. But should my said daughter die
withéut leaving a husbend or child or éhildren surviving her, the child or child=-
ren of & deceased chiid, then it is my will and desire‘that all the aforesaid
negroes, with fheir whole inc;ease; be equally divided between my two other |
daughters, Catherine N. Holmes and Isabella Jane Wright, if living, and if

gither bé dead, without a child or children surviving her, then the wholé to

go to the survivor, but if either be dead, leaving & child or children living,
then such child or childfen to take the share of said negfces and their increase
to which their motﬁer,~if living, would be entitled; and if my said daughter
Mary, should'die leaving no child or children, nor the child or children of a
deceased child surviving her, but should leave a husband, then it is my will gnd
desire that her said husband should taks and have one~half of the increase of said
negroes and all of the ballance should be disposed of as is provided in the case
of my said daughter dying without leaving a husband, child or children or
grandchildren surviving her. And further it is my will that my said daughter,
Mery E; Andersbn,_may have the possessidn and use of the said negroes and their
increase during her life; the same in no event to be liable for any debt or
contract of her present or aﬁy future husband. *

- 8ixth - I.give and bequeath to Dr. John ﬁ; Simpson, after the death of my |
wife; the following negroes, to wit: Nqah, a man and his wife, Betsy with her -
children, William, Henry, David, Mhrfha, Adeline, Lucinda, Lewis, Odella gnd
Laura. Also, a womsn named Hetty Ann, with her children, Parthena, Frances,
Miily Sophia and Matilda. A woman namsd Sylvia with her children, Jim, & ﬁan,

Calvin, Henriette and her child, Louisa Frances, and Carolina with her child,

Pamees Javs, ‘1
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Fanny Jene, in trust for the pée and benefit of my daughter, Isesbella Jane Wright,
during her natural life and at her death, tThe said regroes to be disposed of as
follows, to wit: one-half of the increase to belong to her husband and all of the
abevz nﬁmed negroes, with the remainder of their increases to be equally divided
amongst her children, (Note: the same conditions as quoted in the cases of the other
two daughters, and which I shall nob aapy hers)

Seventh = It is my will and desire that should any difference in value be
apparent in the several lots of nezroes, mow bequeathed to Dr. John W. Simpson
for the use and benefit of my said daughters, Catherine N, Holmes, Mary E. Anderson
and Isabella Jsne Wright, at the time the sames shall come into possession, the
several lots to be valued and the difference made up to those having less wvaluable
portions out of the remainder of my estate before the final division of the same.

Eighth - After the death of my wife, Jane Nickels, I will and direct that my
real estate in Lasurens District be divided and laid off into three equal parts
or tracts as near as may be and to be valued.. one of which tracts I give and be-
queath to each of my said daughters, Catherine N. Holmes, Mary E. Anderson and
Isabella Jane Wright, during their respective lives and at their death, their
respective parts of said land to be equallj divided +..{amongst their children??

torn and cannot read) but should either of my said daughters die without léaving

a child or children surviving them or grandchildren, then the tract or parcel of
land herein begueathed to such of them as may so dies to be disposed of in the same
manner and td be subject to the same limitations as are provided in the fourth,
£ifth and sixth clauses of this will, relative to the negroes therein bequeathed
and mentioned, provided however that the husband or husbands of my said daughters
are to take no part of the said real estate on the death of either of my said
daughters. And I do further direet that if the part or tract of land laid off to
either of m& said daughters should exceed in value that .of the others or either of
them, the difference in value is to be made up out of the residue of my estate

thereof sc that each méy be equal.



Ninth = It is my will and desire that all the rest and residue of my estate,
after the death of my wife, be scld by my executor and the proceeds thereof be
equally divided amongst my éhrea daughters, Catherine N. Holmes, Mary E. Anderson
and Isabella Jane Wright, except my Railrcad and Bank stock, which.is tc be
divided amongst them equally without sale.

Lastly - I do hereby nomiﬁate, constitute and appoint Dr. John W. Simpson
my executor of this my last will and testament. In testimony whereof I have
hereunto set my hand and seal this 25 day of February in the year of our Lord
1848.

John Nickels (seal)
Witness:

Willis Benham
Je He Loickhardt
William F. Martin

(Wi1l probated 23 October 1850)



half of the increase to belong to her husband and all the above named negroes
and the remainder of their increase to be equally divided amongst her children,
the child or children of a deceased child to take the share to which the de=-
ceasedparent, if living, would be entitled, but should she die without lesving
a husband or child, or children surviving her, or the child or children of

a deceased child, then it is my will and desire that all of the aforesaid
negroes, with their whole increase, be equally divided between my other two
daughters, Mary E. and Isabella Jane, if living, and if either be dead,
leaving no child or children therm surviving, then the whole to go to the last
survivor, but if either be dead, leaving a child or children living, then such
child or children to take the share to which their mother, if living, would

be ehtitled and if my said daughter, Catherine N. Holmes, should die leaving
no child or children living, nor child or children of a deceased child, but
should leave a husband, then it is my will and desire that such husband should
have and take one half of the increase of the aforesaid negroes and all the
ballance of the increase, with the negroes named in this clause, shall be dis=-
posed of as is herein provided in the event of my said daughter dying without
leaving a husband, child or children, or the child or children of a deceased
childe And it is further my will that my will that my said daughter, Catherine
N. Holmes, shall have the possession and use of the said aforesaid negroes

and their increase (after the termination of the life estate of my wife)
during her natural life. But the said negroes and increase in no event to be
subject to the debts or contracts of her present or future husband ...after
the death of my wife.

Fifth - I give and bequeath to Dr. John W, Simpson, the following negroes,
to wit: A men named Edmond and his wife, Peggy, with her children, Tom, Aggy,
and Anthony;Morish and her child, Emily; also a womsn named Big Lucy and her
daughter, Mira, with her children, Simeon, Sally Ann and Lenides; a woman name

Little Lucy with her children Nancy, David and Jarrat., William, a man and his

wife, Morish, with two of their sons, Jackson and Bluford, together with
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' ﬁhair future inorgase, in trPst for -the use and benefit of my daughter, Mary E.
. Anderson, during her natural life and at her death to be disposed of as follows,
to wit: one~half of the inérease of the aam§ to beloné‘to hef husband. And all -
the above named negroes,‘with their increase, to be equally divided amongst her
children, child or children of o deceased child to take the share to which their
parent should have been entified if living. But should my said daughter die
without leaving a husband or chiid or children surviving her,-the chiid of'child- '
ren of a dgceased child, then it is my will and desire that all the aforesaid
negroes, with their whole increase, be equally divided between my two other
daughters, Catherine N. Holmes and Iéabella Jane Wright, if living, #nd if
either be dead, without a child or children surviving ﬁer, then the ﬁhole to
go to the survivor, bﬁt if either be dead, leaving a child or éhildren living,
then such child or children to take the share of said negroes and their increase
to which their motﬁer,'if living, would be entitled; and if my said daughter
- Mary, should die leaving no child or children, nor the child or children of a
deceased child surviving her, butvshould leave a husband, then it is my will and
desire that her said husband should'takn and have one-half of the increase oflgaid
negroes and all of the ballance should be disposed of as is provided in the case
of my said daughter dying without leaving a husband, child or children or
grandchildren surviving her. And further it is my will that my said daughter,
Mafy E. Anderson, may have the possession and use of the said negroes and their
increase during her life, the same in no event to be liable for any debt or
contract of her present or any future husband. *
Slxth - I give and bequeath to Dr. John W. Simpson, after the death of my
wife, the following negroes, to wit: Noah, a man and his wife, Betsy with her
.children, Williem, Henry, David, Martha, Adeline, Lucinda, Lewis, Odella and
Laura. Also, a woman named Hetty Amm, with her children, Parthena, Frances,
Mjiily Sophia and Matilda. A woman named Sylvia with her éhildren, Jim, a man,

Calvin, Henriette and her child, Louisa Frances, and Carolina with her child,
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