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Downtown Fort Mill has a vest-pocket sized park, known as Confederate

Park, with four interesting statues. Capt. Samuel Elliott White had a hand in the

building of all of them.

The first statue, dedicated on December 22,1891, has a 6-ft statue of a

Confederate soldier topping a 9-ft base. S. E. White conceived the idea of having a

subscription drive among veterans and their families to pay for the statue which

has 170 names of Civil War veterans from Fort Mill township. It was the first South

Carolina upcountry Confederate soldier statue.

Two monuments were unveiled on May 21,1895. White paid for both. One

was dedicated to the women of the Confederacy in honor of their work and support

on the home front. The other, 13-ft tall and of fine quality Italian marble, was

dedicated to the faithful slaves, the only such statue anywhere.

Five years later, John McKee Spratt teamed up with Captain White to erect

a statue honoring the services of the Catawba Indians during the war. The Rev.

James H. Thornwell gave a history and a reason for the monument.

Spratt had sent conveyances out to the reservation to bring in a number of

Catawba Indians, including all the surviving veterans. Ben Harris, son of a

Confederate veteran, had written his own speech for the occasion. Among other

things, Harris said, "Love makes the Indian a friend of the white man." He added

that love had prompted White and Spratt to build the monument to the Catawba

Indians.

Harris said, "If white man had done Indian justice like White and Spratt a

good many of them would have been educated and able to make a good speech."

He then predicted that within 50 years, the Catawbas would be educated enough

to make as good a speech as the white man.

Billy Harris, another Catawba, spoke next. He thanked the ladies of Fort Mill

for the good meal and reminded his audience that the Catawbas had fought




