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Belk Remoms A Iusmess*l.eader-

Belk got 1ts start whenzs-year-
oldWillmmHenry opened 'a
small store in Monroe on
May 29, 1888. The

| store sound blg and att ct
business. .
Inumhepetsua

BelEBrothersCo

The brothers. opened a secondﬁ'.-

'stdrém'lsssmChesber- g
third in 1894 in Union, 8.C.

ThefirstStatesvﬂleBelksstore,
the 11th of the Belk chain,

,anda

in 1912, ItwasmSeptemberofthat,

year that The Landmark carrieda Belk

full-page advertisement announc-
ing “Belk’s of Charlotte’” had
bought out the W.H. Allison stock
| and would conduct a sale in the

‘Allison stand at 125 W. Broad St.
With the announcement of Belk’s
connection with the sale, conjec-
ture within the community im-
mediately became abundant about
whether the company would locate
‘here permanently; leading

business folks of the community .

hoped mightily that they would,
seeing fairer promise for the

growmofthetownwithBelksas'

part of its material structure.
. The next year the store location
was moved to S. Center St., a site

: Belkwastooccupyforsmdecades 3

thou h business leaders still
ed at that time whether

' Bdk would be a permanent addi-

" tion to the local busmess commum-

15
On Feb. 3, 1913 came the long-
- awaited announcement: ‘“We have

come to stay.” There were only 10

otherBelk stora at that time.

first store
measured only 22 by 70 feet, and

Belk called it New York. Raeket.be- 4

cause he thought it would make the

Dr. John Belk, to leave memedlcal_.
professmnandjomhimasapart-_
‘ner in the Monroe store, begmmng :
a remarkable 37-year business
association. The company beoame'

That sprmg A .B. Jolmson was
transferred irom Charlotte to
Statesville to become the first
“manager” of the store, a post he

‘held until 1922. He is
as a most ‘genial, wide-awake
‘business man with a community
_ spirit and an enterpnsethntleftim /
-n;markmthetown

~ In 1914 Belk Brothers occupied
‘the Center St. building formerly
-oocupied by the R.M. Knox Co. to

open a clothing and gents’ fur-
nishings business.
Between 1922, when Johnsons

tenure as store ‘manager ended,.‘
- and 1932, Belk was managed b
..GrierRoberson,PP Scarboro, Cy-
' White, C.M. Menscm- and Harry S
','Padgett. s

~ In 1932, when ‘the S&atesville

DrugCo on S. Centerrelocated,
aver the

_expanded,
building and making it a men’s

store with a main floor and a
basement. In a time of depression,

progress.
‘matsameyear,Belkwastaken
over by a new manager, J.H. (Hor-
ton) Doughton of the Doughton
Group, who held that position until
hxsdeaﬂ:mlsﬁz %
In September 1956, Belk an-
nounced the ‘of controll-

i ingmterestinEﬁrdaStores which
Belk operated until Efird’s closed

in 1972. Belk also bought a small

! shoremLoveVaﬂeyle&?whmh.

carried western wear, but it closed
shortly thereafter.

In 1958 the store once agam ex-
panded to the south; the new addi-

t:onbecameafamﬂyshoedepart |

ment with its own S. Center St. en-
trance. And in August 1960, Mayor

5 Gamm‘Bagnalcutthenbbontor !

the official of the newly
remodeled Belk store in downtown
Statesville.

Between 1962 and 1966 AC

Cra en,Sam Jordan and Tom
‘Davidson were store managers. -

They were succeeded in September
1966 by Robert Holloway, who re-

' mmnsthestoremanagertoday

_The big Belk store on S. Center

St is remembered as the center of
‘the city’s retail community, and
- when Belk committed to its present

Signal Hill Mall location in 1973,

‘other merchants qmckty followed
to create the area’s lnrgest shopp-

ing center.

‘Belk’s larger facilities at the
mall nearly tripled the size of the
old store to more than 78,000 square

y feet. Employees increased in
number from45t0125.

The store completed a major

-remodelingprojectmOctobenm
‘with the budget store being in-

tegrated into each department and |

the home store area being

expand-
ed into the former budget store lo-
cation. Since then, several de-

"parhnenhs have been renovated as
th:swastheonlynewﬂstoryof. '

InJanuarylsai thestorecbang |
edﬁ'omtheKerrGrouptoapartof
the Belk Brothers Co. of Charlotte,
with Leroy Robinson becommg

partner.

Today, even as it was when it ar-
rived in 1912, ‘Belk remains a fash- |
ion leaderm Statesvﬂle and Iredell
County. ;



