
Selected Entries from the Civil War Diary of Dr. James Richmond Boulware 

 

(Part Three) 

 

James Richmond Boulware (1835-1869) was the son of Benjamin James Boulware 

and Sarah Barber Richmond. He was a brother of my great-great-grandmother, 

Nancy Ann (Boulware) Hall. 

 

Graduated from South Carolina Medical College. 

 

Enlisted in the 6th South Carolina Volunteer Regiment on April 11, 1861, in Winns-

boro, SC, and served throughout the war as Assistant Surgeon until the surrender in 

April 1865. 

 

Copy of diary transcription provided by Wes Phinney.  

 
Antietam (Sharpsburg) - From Time Line of The Civil War, 1862 (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/

cwphtml/tl1862.html): “On September 17, Confederate forces under General Lee were caught by 

General McClellan near Sharpsburg, Maryland. This battle proved to be the bloodiest day of the 

war; 2,108 Union soldiers were killed and 9,549 wounded -- 2,700 Confederates were killed and 

9,029 wounded. The battle had no clear winner, but because General Lee withdrew to Virginia, 

McClellan was considered the victor. The battle convinced the British and French -- who were 

contemplating official recognition of the Confederacy -- to reserve action, and gave Lincoln the 

opportunity to announce his Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation (September 22), which 

would free all slaves in areas rebelling against the United States, effective January 1, 1863.” 









“Jimmy Richmond” is James Law Richmond, 

who was J. R. Boulware’s first cousin. James 

Law (1842-1908) was the son of James Barber 

Richmond.] 



November 1862 



The Battle of Fredericksburg 

 

From Time Line of The Civil War, 1862: “General McClellan's slow movements, combined with 

General Lee's escape [from Sharpsburg], and continued raiding by Confederate cavalry, dismayed 

many in the North. On November 7, Lincoln replaced McClellan with Major-General Ambrose E. 

Burnside. Burnside's forces were defeated in a series of attacks against entrenched Confederate 

forces at Fredericksburg, Virginia, and Burnside was replaced with General Joseph Hooker.”  

[December 1862] 





A letter James R. Boulware wrote to his brother-in-law, Major William Stokes, after the Battle of 

Battle of Fredericksburg. At the time, William was still in South Carolina serving in the 4th South 

Carolina Cavalry. William’s unit was later transferred to Virginia. William Stokes was the hus-

band of James R. Boulware’s sister, Eliza (Boulware) Stokes. 

 

Camp near Fredricksburg, Va  

Dec  18th 1862  

 

Dear William,  

I received your letter yesterday morning just as we returned from the Battle.  

I suppose you know that a Battle has been fought at Fredricksburg. The enemy 

crossed the Rhappahanack in force on Friday and on Saturday we repulsed them 

with great Slaughter on their side. Our loss is small compared with theirs.  Only two 

Divisions of our Army were engaged --namely McLain at Fredricksburg and A P Hill 

ten miles down the River. We were not engaged at all, yet had some killed & 

wounded in our Brig. by Shell from the enemy. Our Regt lost one man wounded, R A 

Tinkler, Private Co 'G,' Head wound--Since we were in the Center of Line of Battle 

and could see the Battle as it raged.  

I believe I will close. You must write as soon as convenient and tell me all the news.  

 

I am your Bro-in-law 

  

J. R. Boulware  
 

 

 

 


