
People mentioned in letter: 

 “Dickie” is Sallie’s husband, Richard Nott McMaster. 

 “little baby boy” is Olin Pierce Hall (born in May 1870), son of Nancy & Nathaniel Hall.  

 “Muck” is Musco W. Boulware. Muck was the son of B. J. & Sarah Barber (Richmond) Boul-

ware, and he was the brother of Sallie and Nancy. “Sister Mary” is Muck’s wife, Mary (Pickett) 

Boulware. Muck & Mary lived nearby Mt. Olivet Church. 

 “Grandma” is Eliza (Barber) Richmond Wilmore Brown (1792-1872), who lived with grand-

son  Muck Boulware and his wife, Mary. Eliza, daughter of James Barber and Sarah Gunning, was 

born in Ireland in 1792. She married James Richmond in 1810, and they were the parents of Sarah 

Barber (Richmond) Boulware, Mary (Richmond) Tims, Jane (Richmond) Gamble, James Barber 

Richmond, & Robert Gunion Richmond. James Richmond died around 1820, and, in 1827, she 

married Reuben Wilmore. A daughter, Eliza Wilmore, was born to this union. Reuben died in 

1833. Eliza married Vincent Brown around 1835. Vincent Brown’s daughter (from a prior mar-

riage), Margaret Tims Brown, married Hugh Milling. Three of Margaret and Hugh’s children mar-

ried descendants of “Grandma” Eliza (Barber) Richmond Wilmore Brown: Eliza Jane Milling 

married Dr. James Richmond Boulware, son of Sarah & Ben Boulware; Sarah E. Milling married 

James Law Richmond, son of James Barber Richmond; and William Milling married Marion 

Boulware, daughter of Musco “Muck” W. Boulware. Eliza died January 6, 1872, and is buried 

next to her daughter, Sarah Barber (Richmond) Boulware, at Mt. Olivet Presbyterian Church 

Cemetery. 

 “Dr.” is Nancy’s husband, Dr. Nathaniel Barber Hall. 

 “Sis Lile” is Sallie and Nancy’s sister, Eliza Jane (Boulware), and “Brother William” is Eliza’s 

husband, William Stokes. 

 “Sis, Jim’s wife” is Eliza Jane (Milling) Boulware, widow of Sallie and Nancy’s brother, 

James Richmond Boulware. James had died the year before (1869). “Little Jim” was their son. 
 

 “My little Jimmie” is Sallie’s son Riley James McMaster (1870-1958). 

 

 

Sarah Agnes (Boulware) McMaster letter to her sister, Nancy Ann (Boulware) Hall 

September 14, 1870 







Transcription of Sept. 14, 1870 letter: 

 

Wateree 

Sept 14th 1870 

My Dear Sister, 

Dickie has been talking about not writing to you for the last two months. Something would always 

occur to prevent me. Have had a great deal cold and fever in the family. I am scarcely able to write 

yet. The children have colds and I am afraid whooping cough too. Mrs. Kinlough from Charleston 

is up at Mr. Caldwell’s and I went up to see them and a few days after the whooping cough broke 

out among her children. How is your little baby boy getting on? I am anxious to hear from you 

both. That is the fifth boy isn’t it? Dickie says you are fortunate, and hopes I will pattern after you. 

I tell him I hope not in numbers. I am willing to stop now.  

I saw Muck this morning. His family are all well. I am afraid Grandma is getting in one of her old 

ways. Every little bump she [????] on Sister Mary or on the children. She thinks they are taking 

smallpox. She bathes herself in camphor once or twice a day. Ask Dr. if he don’t think that is inju-

rious to her health. I think she is getting dissatisfied again. Dear Grandma, I am afraid she will 

never be satisfied any place again.  

We heard from Sis Lile a few days ago. They were well. Brother William is speaking of going to 

Charleston and getting into business, if he could make required arrangements.  

Sis, Jim’s wife, spent last week with us. She is looking well, little Jim has grown a great deal, 

looks like the Millings, except his forehead is like Jim. She was very glad to hear from you all.  

I expect you have heard that we have a new church. It is really beautiful. You would not know the 

old place now. It is plastered both inside and out, and is painted a delicate [?] color on side. You 

could not judge how pretty it is from a description.  

My little Jimmie can sit alone and crawl a little, is growing very fast. What are you going to name 

the baby?  

Well, dear Sister, Dickie will soon be waiting for my letter so I will bring it to a close. Write to me 

as soon as you can. Dickie joins me in much love to you all. 

Your loving sister, 

Sallie McMaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sarah Agnes Boulware McMaster letter to her sister, Nancy Ann Boulware Hall 

February 21, 1871 

 
People mentioned in letter: 

 

 “Frank” is brother Benjamin Franklin Boulware 

 

 “Muck”  and “Mary” are brother Musco W. and wife, Mary (Pickett). Mary, daughter of John 

B. Pickett and Sarah Boulware, was a first cousin to Muck. Mary’s mother, Sarah Boulware 

Pickett, was a sister of Benjamin J. Boulware. Poor Muck. From what they wrote in these let-

ters, he sure caused his sisters a lot of aggravation.  

 

 “Trudie” is Nancy’s daughter, Sarah Gertrude Hall Jones, who had married Robert Haywood 

Jones in November 1870. 

 

 “Aunt Ollie” is probably Sallie and Nancy’s childhood nurse. From a history of the Benjamin 

& Sarah Boulware family: “A carriage and coachman was maintained and the usual retinue of 

house servants. ‘Aunt Ollie,’ as the nurse of two generations, was the best known and most 

loved of these servants.” 

 

 “Sis Lile” is sister Eliza Stokes. 

 

 “Brother William” is Eliza’s husband, William Stokes. 

 

 “Doctor” is Nancy’s husband, Nathaniel B. Hall. 

 
 











Sarah Agnes Boulware letter to her sister, Nancy Ann Boulware Hall 

November 8, 1885 
 

 “Cousin Mary Adger” is Mary Moultrie (Gamble) Adger. Mary was the daughter of 

James F. and Jane (Richmond) Gamble, who was a sister of Sarah Barber 

(Richmond) Boulware. Mary married William E. Ellison, and they moved to Bossier 

Parish LA during the early 1860s. 

 

 “Old Aunt Ollie” probably was the sisters’ childhood nurse. 

 

 “Jimmie” is Nancy’s son, James Richmond Hall, who had gone to Honduras to work 

as a mining engineer. 

 








