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urman's Commodious New Campus

ORIGIN t'NKNOWN Residents of the old 
Furman building at Winnsboro can give 
no historical account of this piano which {

purpose and
equipped. The Furman faculty of
85 averages one tearher for every

G
15 students, making It possible for 
students to have close supervision 

[HfinilG and direction from their professors. 
_ . Alll|JUQf Approximately 30 of the faculty

members have the doctor's degree 
or equivalent, and liberal provision 
has been mnde to a'low professors 
leaves for further study. Several 
from the faculty have received full 
scholarships from ford. Carnegie, 
and other foundations for graduate 
and post-graduate study.

Furmen has been admitted to the 
Southern University Conference, 
the Association of American Col 
leges and is on the approved list 
of the Association of American 
Universities and the American As 
sociation of University Women.

The one realm In which there has 
been no progress at Furman in 
many years is that of buildings and

Furman Starts ;
-arnpus, 

iestone in 
Its History

By ERWIN i,. MCDONALD
GREENVILLE, Oct. 10 "A Great 

er Furman University for a Great 
er Tomorrow" was the underlying 
iheme here this week as grounfl 
was broken to symbolize the be 
ginning of a $9,000,000 new campus 

.for Furman.
The ceremony marked a mile 

stone in the history of the univer- physical equipment, and the new 
sity and in t^e life of its president,, building program 's designed to 
Dr. John L. Plyler. under whoselrorrect this. Building plans call 
administration Furman has come for a campus second to none in

is among the relics to be found here. Was 
it used by students of those early days? 
(Observer Staff Photo bv

academically well ^;

to be fully accredited and to be 
'widely recognized as one of the ; 
leading -iberal arts college* of the 
Southeast.

The university's board of trus 
tees, in treir annu.il fall meeting 
immediately preceding the.ground 
breaking, took cogrrzance of Doc 
tor Plyler's leadership as they vot 
ed to confer upon him the honor 
ary degree of L>oc*or of Letters. 
Conferring of the degree will be 
a feature of Furman University 
Founders Day exercises in Janu 
ary.

A co-educational,!- liberal arts col 
lege with an enrollment of 1,308, 
the Furman University of today? 
is a far cry from thr Furman Doc-'

beauty and utility, designed Initial 
ly to accommodate h student body 
of 2,000 nnd with room for almost 
unlimited future exonnsion.

The campus is being planned and 
(he buildings designed by Perry, 
Shaw and Hepburn. Kehoe and | 
Dean, the Boston architects noted 
for their restoration of Colonial 
Williamsburg, Va. The architecture] 
will be a modified Georgian Co 
lonial. Major'buildings will include 
nn auditorium, a fine arts build 
ing, a chapel, a library, a dining 
hall, an infirmary, administration 
and classroom buildings, science 
hall, student center, dormitories 
and gymnasiums.

Several buildings are scheduled
tor Plyler knew as a freshman stu-.,, 0 be started within the next year! 
dent in 1909. Then Furman was aijnnd the university hopes to move 
ment college with a total enroll-) to the new campus by September 
ment. of less than U25, and Green-l^g.
ville Woman's College, now a partj Furman's Olde Main, the historic 
of the university, was a separate bell tower of which has been the 
institution. J symbol of the Institution for more 

Since Doctor Plylpr became presl-jthsn a century, will be preserved 
dent of the university in 1939 there) and maintained by the university, 
have been many milestones of prog- possibly as a center for community
ress. Finding the school heavily in 
riebt, he led in liquidating the in 
debtedness and setting the college 
on a firm financial basis. He has 
seen the assets ln< reased several 
millions of dollars and the support 
of the South Carolina Baptist State 
Convention, owner and operator of 
the college, Increase trom less than 
$10,000 the first year of his presi 
dency to several hundred thousands 
,i year at the present

' Feeling that a university Is no 
stronger than its .'acuity. Doctor 
Plyler has led in building a faculty
dequate in^number^ Christian in

college classes or a 
s«0m. Disposition of other pro 
erty on the present campuses has 
not yet been determined, but will 
probably be leased on long-ter 
contracts to business Interests.
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