
CLARA BARRETT STRAIT

Clara Barrett Strait died in July 1948 in Columbia, 8. C. Her birthdate is

not known. There is not a single photograph or painting of her. Yet, she was an

artist of great talent. She was a much sought after portrait painter.

Clara Barrett Strait studied at the Corcoran School of Art In Washington,

D. C., in 1894. Her foster father, Dr. Thomas Jefferson Strait of Lancaster, S. C.

had been elected to the U. S. Congress and took Clara with him to be his

secretary.

Clara met an internationally famous artist, Elliott Dangerfield, who tutored

her first in Blowing Rock, N. C. and later in Philadelphia. When she heard that

the United Daughters of the Confederacy had commissioned a portrait of Gen.

Micah Jenkins to be placed in the State House, she applied for the task. (Jenkins

with Asbury Coward, before the Civil War had founded the Kings Mountain

Military Academy in Yorkville.)

Clara studied painting in England, Germany, Spain, Austria and Holland

as well as in the famed Carlo Rossi school in Paris. She returned to the United

States and opened a studio in New York City. She later opened studios and

taught art in Black Mountain, N. C., Washington, D. C., Rock Hill, S. C.

In Rock Hill, Clara lived with the W. J. Roddey family and privately taught

Winthrop students. She lived in the Selwyn Hotel in Charlotte for a time and at

the time of her death was living in the Davis Hotel in Columbia.

One of Clara's portraits hangs just inside the front door of Winthrop's

Tillman Hall—a life-size oil of Benjamin Ryan Tillman, then U. S. Senator. There






