
MAUSOLEUM OF WM. RICHARDSON DAVIE

In 1927 It was announced that descendants of William

Richardson Davie were to gather at the cemetery of Old
Waxhaw Presbyterian church (south of Van Wyck on Old
Hickory road) for a special ceremony. Davie had died 107 years
previously and been burled in the old section of the graveyard
beside his wife and other family members.

Who was William Richardson Davie and what was the

occasion? Davie is best known as a Revolutionary War hero and
founder of the University of North Carolina. He was also
governor of North Carolina and appointed by President John
Adams as a special minister to France, replacing Patrick Henry.
Davie also headed the surveying party that adjusted the North
Carolina-South Carolina boundary line from Old North Corner
northwestward to the Catawba River.

Born in Egremont, County Cumberland, England on June
22,1756, when he was 4 years of age he came with his
parents, Archibald and Mary Davie, to the area in which his
mother's brother, the Rev. William Richardson, famed minister
of the Old Waxhaw Presbyterian church, had settled.

Davie undoubtedly was first tutored at the Waxhaw
Academy by his uncle, William Richardson. He is thought to
have attended Queen's College in Charlotte, N. C. before going
off to Princeton College in New Jersey in 17.74. Several years
later he studied law in the office of Judge Spruce McCay (or
Macay) in Salisbury, N. C. Judge McCay was later to teach law
to Andrew Jackson.

When the Revolutionary War turned to the South In 1779,
Davie put down his books and rose from lieutenant to general
in a two-year period. His miiitary genius has never been
doubted and it is said that young Andy Jackson, who was a
courier for Davie at the age of 13, admired Davie more than
any other man.




