
A Lansford Memory by Nancy Biggs Craig Thomas (b. 1920, Chester, SC).

(Taken by Nancy Biggs Thomas, her daughter. May 2012)

The name, Lansford (Lands Ford), has been in my memory since the time I was a young
girl, listening to stories told by my mother, and grandmother, Nannie Biggs Cross,
"Mamoo," as we called her. Mother took us home to visit Mamoo and "Big Daddy" in
Chester every summer for two weeks and on other occasions, until they died. She died
young at age 59 of a stroke, leaving my grandfather, Samuel Duncan Cross, Big Daddy, a
widower. I was in the 4"^ grade. Big Daddy died not too many years after that when a
drunk driver hit him while he was crossing the street on "the hill" in downtown Chester.
He lived a week in the hospital, before dying of the injuries. There was a law suit and my
mother and aunt were given a nice settlement. I was in the 6''' grade then, I remember
the dress I wore to the funeral because Mother borrowed it from Steadman Cork. It was

deep burgundy red and had a little jacket with puffed sleeves, with a straight shift beneath
it. It had been sent to her by her Aunt Loretta Culp from Rock Hill, who moved to New
York to work as an investor.

Mamoo and Big Daddy Cross had two children, my mother, Marie, and her sister,
Kathryn. Both of them were bora at Lands Ford in the old plantation house called
"Mount Holly." Many times Mother shared her childhood stories about that house to us,
and I remember discussions while sitting on the dark green velvet loveseat in Mamoo's
parlor in Chester. Mother gave me this original photograph of this place where she and
Kathryn were bora, after it appeared in an article in the Evening Herald in the 1960's.

My great uncle, James Harvey Smith, of Smith's Turnout, owned the plantation house
fiom the early 1860's until about 1910, when it passed to his daughter, and only child, I
believe, Mrs. Robert Gage, of Chester. Harvey did not live there, as he had many
landholdings; his sister, Margaret Smith did with her husband, Rufus Marion Cross (my
great grandparents). They married in June of 1861, managed the plantation, raising their
five children there, Samuel Duncan Dross being bom there in March of 1862.

Mother told me that this house was patterned after a fine plantation built in 1813, not far
from there, called "Wyoming." When Rufus Cross died there was no one left to run the
farm, so Margaret left and moved in with Samuel Duncan and Nannie Biggs, who had by
now established their permanent home in Chester. Margaret lived to be in her 90's.

Mr. Billy White, Mother's dear friend and well known Rock Hill historian, told us that
this antebellum plantation was one of four memorable ones built along the Catawba, and
that it was known as "Mount Holly," It was originally the home place of his ancestor.
Col. Cadwallader Rives, who built it in the 1850s.






























