Industry cut from
enduring cloth

In 1788, about the same tme
South Carolinians were debating
whether ta ratify the proposed US,
Constitution, a fulling mill went up
at the mouth of Fishing Creek in
Chester County.

At first, the mill hmited itself Lo

“shrinking, dying and pressing

waalen ¢loth, Later, caiton cloth
was added, The ratké’ primitive
establishment on 'he Catawha
River was the first fulling mill south
of Virginiz,

There was 110 Spinning or weayv-
irzg il in the area, and thai brings
up the guestion as o where the
tutiing mult got its cloth. Records
are skimpy but provade enough
jenice 1o say that the 5 8 situa-
paraileied that of England and
New England. The cloth came
from “home indusiry.”

in cottages ol the area, women
and a lew men worked at eithier of
twa types of spinning wheels. One
was operated by hand with the
spinner walking back and forth
drawing oul the wool O cotton
fibers and winding the yarn on
recls. The other was foot-pedaled
produced a auther yarm.

The next step was 1o get the yarn
o a weaver. A good weaver could
weave 216 Yivards of wool cloth a
day and 4 vards al plain coton
elath, Spinning and weaving skilis
Camie 1o e arca with 1S Seolch-
setilers as early as the 1750s,

re seems 0 be no record of
mg the Fishing Creek fuliing
f‘mi Gperated, but apparently 1ot
long
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® Primitive mill in Chester County among predecessors

of today’s textile operations

il was 1849 before there was a
cotton jactory in this area. That
year Daniel MeCullough built his
water-powered McCullough Mill at
the Great Falls of the Catawba, not
very far from the eariier fulling
mill. McCuliough grew most of the
cotton on his plantation (using
about 300 bales a yeary He hired
an_experienced cowon mill man

from the North o instaii the equip- -

ment and train the operalors, who
were slaves from McCullough's
plantation.

MeCuliough's Mill was stnctly a
spiniung operation The yam was
bundled into 5. and  10-pound
bundles - and peddied over the
countryside to stores which cai-
ried the yarn in stock for their
customers, who wouid take it
home and weave the yarn nlo
ciath. i
During the 1850s there was a
great  deal of agiation over the
slavery guestion. SC palitic
andd newspapers, by the late 1895
were calling for “home mdustoy
as a means ol boycoting Nonhiern
goods. it was considered painotic
1w not buy the products of New
gland’s coton milis. In- ihat
imate, McCullough prospered.
When the Civil War came along.
there was an increased demand for
cloth inr soldier's uniforms.
MeCuilough had all of the business
he could handie.

Sherman's troops destroyed the
fcCulipugh Mill i 1865 Not jong
after that, McCullpugh died and
the mill was never rebuiil.

Twenty-lwo years laies, @ miuch
targer and far more productive
cotton mill was erected i Fort Mill
by Samuel £ White with the advice
of -an engineer-machinst-contrac
tor, DA Tompking of Charlotie
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Tompkins was the Southern refre-
sentative ol Whitin Machine
Works, which sold ‘the machinery
But Tompki sohad a subscrp-
tion plan that allowed tocal ati-
zens (o poal their money 10 fade
the capital needed.

The Fort Mill Manufacturing Co.
was ¢ hartered by South Caroling i
October 1887 There was a worid
i heiween McCal
ough's tiny water-powered mili of
1849 and Samuel Eifiolt White's
sleam-driven il of 1887, MaCul-
jough had o Spuiniig - operation
White's mill wias a weaving opera-
e, Within three months of open:
ing., Fori Mili Marfactunng was
producing 8,000 yards of gingham
cloth each day using cotion
bought from focal fanmers.

The Fort Mill Manufactunng Co
was the first plant of what was 1o

become one of the nation’s laraest
textiie operations — JPTOEs 11y
dustries Ine. — with the majority o

the sieck sill held by descendants
of Samuel Eliot White
QoG
Lenase Perus 1s aretired history
professor from Winthrap {iniver
sibvs Her column appears Satur
davs.
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