
Yorkville Enquirer, March 6, 1856.

SUSANNAH SMART(T)

. . . . The subject was living in 1851, ninety years of age,
keeping house by herself, and entertaining travelers; having twenty or
thirty negroes under her charge, and dispensing with the services of
an overseer. The intelligent gentleman who furnished the details of
this sketch - D. G. Stinson, Esq. - said her servants were better
trained than any he ever saw, and appeared perfectly happy, as did
their indulgent and venerable mistress. The late Colonel Dickenson
was a relative of Mrs. Smart, and visited her shortly before his
departure for Mexico.^

The maternal grandfather of our heroine, Thomas Spratt, was of
Irish extraction, and removed from Pennsylvania to Mecklenburg
County; being the first settler who ever crossed the Yadkin in a
carriage, for such luxuries were unknown in those log-cabin days.
The first court convened in the county was held in his dwelling. He
had two sons who fell in battle, and six daughters, one of whom was
the wife of Thomas Neil, who commanded the campaign of 1776
against the Cherokees, and was noted for his bravery and services.
Another daughter married Col. Thomas Polk .... Ann Spratt [another
daughter] was the mother of the subject of this memoir. She married
John Barnett who also emigrated from Ireland.

Susannah Barnett was born in 1761 . . .. She was present at
the great gathering of the people at Charlotte, on the 19th and 20th of
May 1775 .... It was a glorious day for old Mecklenburg; and often
described by Mrs. Smart as "the day of throwing up of hats." The love
of country and liberty fired the hearts of all classes. The brother of

Ja^mes Polk Dickinson, born in Camden, January 21,1816. His father was Henry
H. Dickinson, an Englishman from Bermuda; his mother was Martha, daughter of
Dr. Ephraim Brevard, the reputed author of the Mecklenburg Declaration of
Independence. His maternal grandmother was a Polk. In the Mexican War,
Dickenson was Lt.Colonel of the Palmetto Regiment. He was wounded at Vera
Cruz and at Cherubusco, when Colonel Butler was killed, Dickenson took his
place. Wounded in the ankle, he refused to allow surgeons to amputate his foot -
a low-grade fever followed by typhoid fever caused his death thirty days later.
The body was returned to Camden where a large funeral was held. Later the
body was moved to Monument Square in Camden where he has a large
monument.








