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Rev.
William
Bank's
History
of
Cattholic
Church
On
Sunday,
August
2,
Catho
lic
Church
in
southeastern
Ches
ter
County
will
observe
its
iHiith
anniversary.
Then-
will
bo
u
business
meeting,
a
speaker,
and
a
bountiful
picnic
dinner
for
the
large
crowd
that
annually
at
tends.
In
1876,
Catholic
observed
its
101st
anniversary
by
having
the
Rev.
William
Banks,
pastor
for
2T»
years,
deliver
an
historical
discourse
on
"The
Organization
of
Catholic
Church."
So
im
pressed
was
the
congregation
by
the
sermon
they
had
copies
printed
at
The
Presbyterian
Pub
lishing
House,
Columbia.
Dr.
William
R.
Wallace
has
a
copy
of
the
sermon
among
his
most
cherished
documents.
Ex
cerpts
are
reprinted
here
for
those
who
love
Old
Catholic
and
her
venerable
history.
BEGINNINGS
After
years
of
suffering
reli
gious
persecution
in
Scotland
and
Ireland
by
the
Popish
and
Episcopal
parties
then
in
power,
many
persons
sought
refuge
a-
mid
the
wild
forests
of
North
America,
in
Pennsylvania
and
in
Carolina,
where
they
hoped
to
be
free
to
worship
God
according
to
the
teachings
of
the
Holy
Scriptures.
And
here
on
these
western
shores,
uniting
with
Christian
brethren
of
like
faith
from
other
lands,
they
laid
the
foundation
of
"a
church
without
a
Bishop,
and
a
State
without
a
King."
As
early
as
1732,
there
were
a
few
white
settlers
among
the
Indians
on
the
Catawba
and
near
the
mouth
i»f
Hocky
Creek.
In
1751-52,
emigrants
came
from
Pennsylvania
and
Virginia.
A-
gain
in
1755,
after
the
disas
trous
consequences
of
Brad-
dock's
defeat
and
hostile
incur
sions
of
the
Indians
in
that
re
gion,
refugees
from
Pennsylva
nia
and
Virginia
began
to
set
tle
in
considerable
numbers
in
all
t!
e
upper
portions
of
South
Carolina.
Few
of
these,
however,
set
tled
on
the
waters
of
Rocky
Creek.
They
were
better
pleased
with
the
rich
lands
of
the
Wax-
haws,
and
the
fine
meadow
and
grazing
lands
of
Fishing
Creek.
Rocky
Creek
was,
in
a
great
measure,
reserved
for
settlement
by
immigrant*;
from
the
North
of
Ireland
and
the
lowlands
of
Scotland.
There
were
several
immigrations
from
Ireland
to
Rocky
Creek
betwee:
1755
and
1775.
That
in
I7H8
was
called
"the
Great
Emigration."
These
Scotch-Irish
settlers
bought
over
with
them
that
love
of
civil
liberty,
and
of
the
crown
rights
of
Jesus
Christ,
which
had
dis
tinguished
their
ancestor's;
and
that
sacred
regard
for
the
Sab
bath,
the
church,
and
the
Bible
which
have
characterized
their
descendants
here
for
a
hundred
years.
About
the
year
175H,
Rev.
William
Richardson
commenced
his
ministry
at
the
Waxhaw
and
Fishing
Creek
churches,
and
occasionally
he
preached
among
the
settlers
on
Rocky
Creek.
But
as
the
latter
had
belonged
to
different
branches
of
the
Presbyterian
Church
in
those
place.**
from
which
they
had
emi
grated,
or
were
not
connected
with
any
church,
it
is
probable
that
for
sometime
they
could
not
agree
in
forming
one
religious
society
that
would
embrace
them
all.
As
each
group
was
too
weak
to
organize
a
church
of
its
own,
they
all
remained
without
a
church
organization
until
the
summer
of
1770
or
1771.
The
tradition
is
that
Mr.
Richard
son's
occasional
visits
and
reli
gious
services
among
them
were
acceptable
to
all
parties,
and
that
he
finally
persuaded
them
all
to
unite,
build
a
house
for
worship,
form
one
congrega
tion,
and
organize
a
church,
in
the
hope
that
it
would
soon
in
clude
all
the
different
branches
of
the
Presbyterian
brotht
r-
hood
in
the
neighborhood.
They
agreed
to
unite
and
form
one
church
on
these
conditions:
1.
Adoption
of
the
Westmin
ster
Confession
of
Faith,
the
Catechisms,
the
Directory
nf
the
Worship
of
God,
and
the
Plan
of
Government
and
Discipline
as
modified
by
the
Presbyterian
Church
of
Scotland
and
Ireland.
2.
To
sing
in
thei-
church
none
but
the
scriptural
Psalms.
.'i.
To
secure
the
services
of
the
first
minister
they
could
ob
tain
who
belonged
to
any
one
of
the
different
Presbyterian
churches.
With
these
views
and
this
agreement,
the
chum;
wa*
called
Catholic.
The
first
meeLinp;
house
was
built
of
Ions
and
seat
ed
with
hewn
puncheon-*.
Mr.
Richardson
probably
preached
to
them
on
Mor.cJuyn,
once
in
three
months,
until
his
death
which
occurred
not
long
after.
Among
those
who
took
an
active
part
in
thy
formation
of
Catholic
congregation,
ti
adit
ion
has
preserved
the
nnmes
of
John
Alexander
McKe<nyii.
Much
LI
McDonald,
and
Thomas
Garrelt.
Thomas
McDill
and
Hugh
Me-
Queston
were
ruling
elder,*
in
Ireland,
and
assisted
at
the
first
communion
held
at
Catho
lic.
As
no
Sessional
Records
of
Catholic
Church
wen
1
preserv
ed
forover
t>0
y^ars
from
its
or
ganization,
niiiiiL-s
of
a\\
the
con
gregation
are
ht.t
known.
but
ii
is
known
that
the
names
of
Anderson,
i.i-ec-n
Stinson,
Ktroud,
Sanfo...,
Bailey,
Biown,
King,
Fui'f.ii*ori,
Colder,
Gulp,
Curry,
I)".n.i,
McCalla,
MeL,-r-
kin,
McMirun
Peden,
Kell,
Harper,
Harbinson,
Irwin,
Hemp-
hill,
Boyd,
MiM.cv.
White,
Knox,
Colter,
Ha^tot!,
Johnston,
wei
e
families
whici
bnit-
u
distin
guished
part
ii.
those
early
times
on
Rocky
Creek
and
in
Catholic
Church.
FOUR
CLASSKS
AT
CATHOLIC
The
religiou.i
pi
mciple$
of
the
founders
of
Culho'ic
Chunli
have
given
it
a
peculiar
char.ir-
ter
to
the
present
day.
The
founders
of
Catholic
were
chief
ly
of
four
clas--.t
>.
1.
Those
who
had
comt
from
Pennsylvania
and
Virginia.
Owing
to
their
migrations
;i:'.1
their
religiou*
tbariug
with
oth«f
ChrisHurt,
they
were
quite
liberal
in
their
views
and
feelings.
Perhaps
John
Lee
and
Thomaa
Garret
were
of
thin
class.
2.
The
Assr-i.ve
(or
Old
Se-
ceders).
There
were
not
numerous
in
the
original
formation
oi'
Catho-
lir
Church.
They
\v*-re
respec
table
and
jiiou3
f
and
w«
n
zeal
ous
advocates
of
the
strictest
forms
of
CalvimstK
1
Thvol'igy.
It.
The
regular
Presbyterians
from
the
N'u.'ih
of
Irehin
I
and
the
Lowlands
of
.Scotland
consti
tuted
the
pn.:cjvtl
part
of
the
congregation.
H-'lein-c
the
bal
ance
of
powr,
they
Kcneia!iy
managed
to
control
th-..'
rhiir<
h.
4.
The
Reformed
(or
Coven
anters)
forme
J
a
canaiderahlo
portion
of
Catholic
nt
first.
They
held
lliai
public
religious
covenanting
is
binding
on
j!i
Christian
nations
and
churches.
The
Covenant:?:-;
wr>j
e
also
op
posed
to
all
fn»-nid
of
infidelity
and
immorality
in
the
Constitu
tion
of
Civil
Governments.
Hence
th"ir
opposition
to
the
Constitution
of
the
United
States
after
its
adoption,
because
it
does
not
expressly
acknowledge
the
being
of
God
an
I
the
head
ship
of
Jcsua
Christ
over
the
na
tion.
Hence
also
all
strick
Coven
anters
in
South
Catolina
would
not
act
as
jurymen,
or
hold
any
office
which
required
them
to
take
an
oath
to
support
a
Con
stitution
in
which
these
defects
existed.
That
the
early
Covenanters
in
South
Carolina
were
no**
oppos
ed
to
negro
slavery
is
evident
from
the
fact
that
the
Rev.
Martin
their
first
minuter,
numbers
of
their
. huith
nirri
hers,
owned
negro
sieves.
MINISTERS
OF
CATHOLIC
After
the
tragic
death
of
Mi
Richardson,
the
church
was
val
cant
for
sometime.
Rev.
Will
liani
Martin,
a
Covenant-
r
fr<
Bally
mena,
Ireland,
supplu-
Catholic
for
several
years
L
1774
or
1775.
Under
nis
mi
try
the
church
must
have
h
strong,
for
there
was
=1
la
and
almost
constant
influx
immigrants
from
behind
fib-.til
this
time.
But
all
the
rpligi»ni
societies
could
not
unit*?
har
nioniou.sly.
About
this
time,
Mr.
Martirij
an
account
of
dissatisfaction
<»
the
part
of
many
of
the
gation.
withdrew
or
wa>
'its-
missed
from
the
service
<>j
Catholic.
But
his
Covenante
friends
rallied
around
him
-in
erected
»
house
of
worship
i'oi
him
about
two
miles
ew<t
o|
Catholic,
on
the
Rocky
road,
near
the
present
resided-^
of
Mr.
William
Westhrook.
ThU
house
was
burned
down
by
V;\\
British
and
Tories
in
1780.
But
thn
Covenanters,
<ii
i
after
the
war,
increasing
by
migration,
erected
around
t'r^
borders
of
Catholic
congregj
tion
several
churches,
the
<*n)
already
mentioned.
Big
Fv<»rk]
Creek,
Little
Rocky
CM-
Beaver
Dam,
and
sometime
a]
ter,
the
Brick
Church.
Pr
vidence,
and
MeNinch's
neal
Chester.
These
Covenanter's
'-nnstitul
ed
a
large
portion
of
the
popu
tion
of
Rocky
Creek
until
ahouj
the
years
1825-31
when
the:
nearly
all
emigrated
-,o
Oim
Indiana,
and
Illinois,
where
the]
joine<!
Christians
of
a
like
fait!
One
great
object
o!
their
en
grating
from
Smith
Camiinl
was
to
go
beyond
the
region
o|
negro
slavery,
and
to
avoid
some
of
them
declared,
the
judj
merits
which
they
said
woul
some
aay
fall
on
th*f
South
In
cause
of
this
sin.
They
were
a
remarkably
ligious
people
in
their
own
\va]
They
were
t\iriet,
orderly,
ir.dm
trious,
and
frugal,
well
in.--tr
.u-l
ed
in
the
doctrines
of
.strict
in
the
religious
traininj
of
their
children,
and
in
lit*-
"I
servance
of
the
Sabbath.
A
f
h
their
withdrawal
from
Catholu
they
generally
kept
them
aloof
from
the
churches
other
denominations.
After
the
Covenanters
drew
from
Catholic,
the
rbu/-(
was
left
without
a
minister
f(
sometime.
Hev.
Jam*'.-*
'
am]
hell,
a
Scotch
minister
fn.m
t
neighborhood
of
Kayetteviiii
1
.
C.
supplied
the
church
for
bout
f(»ur
years,
perhaps
t.»
'-
close
of
the
war.
lie
iMpi
>'.i
/achariah
Hirkljn_
nurn
in
I
i'7|
md
his
brother
William
Hicklin,
lorn
in
1780.
Mr.
Camphfll
ordained
Ahram
filler
und
Thomas
Gairet
rul-
tiders
in
Catholic.
Years
afterward
Abram
Miller
\va
;
>
t\i*~
lissed
from
Catholic
to
assis^
in
the
organization
of
Ojiit-nrd
Presbyterian
Church.
Thomas
Garret,
a
man
of
many
virtues
»nd
great
piety
and
influence,
was
converted
under
the
minis
try
of
Mr.
Richardson,
and
bap
tized
by
him.
He
was
!'>ng
call
ed
the
Head
of
Catholic.
James
Harbison,
Esq.
wa.s
closely
identified
with
Catholic
its
organization
uiiti!
his
\
death.
Although
young,
he
bore
an
honorable
pail
in
the
old
Revolutionary
War
for
A-
merican
Independence.
One
of
sons,
Major
James
Harbi-on,
jwas
also,
for
many
years
an
el-
ider
at
Catholic.
It
U
said
that
he
received
the
largest
popular
vote
ever
given
hy
thu
congrega
tion
in
the
election
of
an
elder.
About
17
year.s
after
the
or
ganization
of
Catholic.
Thomas
McDill
and
David
MrQueston,
who
had
been
elders
in
Ireland,
and
who
assisted
in
the
first
sacrament
ever
held
at
('atholic,
withdrew
to
aid
in
the
organiza
tion
of
the
Associate
R-Jformed
Church
of
HopeweH
in
Urn
neighborhood.
After
Mr.
Camrhell
went
back
to
Fayetteville,
Catholic-
WHS
served
by
supplies
for
several
year*.
Among
them
were
U«-v.
John
Siiripson,
pastor
of
Fishing
Creek
and
Rev.
James
Temple-
ton,
pastor
of
Purity
and
othtr
churches.
In
1782,
by
the
union
of
Covenanters
and
Semites,
the
Associate
Reformed
Presbyterian
Church
was
formed
at
Hnpewell.
A
portion
of
both
the
old
»:arti<-«
would
not
go
into
th
new
de
nomination.
Rev.
Wi'iiam
Mar
tin
of
Rocky
('reek
was
one
of
them,
and
continued
with
his
old
Covenanter
congregation.
The
great
body
of
the
people,
however,
adhered
to
HUM:-
ori
ginal
organization
at
Catholic
where
they
soon
erected
a
new
and
commodious
house
of
wor
ship
within
a
few
pacts
of
the
spot
on
which
the
prtsent
edi
fice
now
stands.
In
March,
1788,
the
churches
of
Catholic
and
Purity
present
ed
to
Presbytery
a
joint
petition
for
the
ministerial
service?
of
Rev.
William
C.
Davis,
whose
rising
fame
an
"a
powerful
and
popular
preacher"
was
univer
sally
acknowledged,
thouph
he
was
quite
young.
Why
he
-lid
not
settle
here
is
now
known.
He
later
separated
from
the
Presbyterian
church.
On
April
!),
1794,
Ke\.
Robert
McCullough
was
regularly
in
stalled
pastor
of
Catholic
and
Purity.
After
some
>ears
he
left
Purity
and
preachiM
half
of
bit
time
«t
Concord.
Ho
con
tinued
at
Catholic
unt'l
hia
death
on
August
7,
1824,
aged
64
years.
He
was
a
man
of
commanding
personal
appear,
ance,
fine
voice,
and
respectable
talents
and
theological
learning.
He
and
William
C.
David
were
in
the
first
class
that
was
gradu
ated
from
the
Mount
Zion
Col
lege,
Winnsboro.
About
the
commencement
of
Mr.
McCullough's
ministry
in
Catholic,
the
Session
was
in
creased
by
the
ordination
and
installation
of
Messrs,
James
Harbison,
Robert
Harper,
James
Peden,
Wm.
Peden,
and
John
Bailey;
and
afterwwids
John
Brown,
Samuel
Ferguson,
Buck-
ner
Hagood
and
Antltew
Dunn.
Rev.
John
Leroy
Davies
whose
father,
Rev.
John
B.
Davtes,
was
pastor
of
Fishing
Creek
t'orty-
four
years
was
called
and
in
stalled
pastor
of
Catholic.
He
remained
for
12
years.
During
hia
ministry,
that
portion
of
the
congregation
lying
up
Rocky
Creek
leased
for
10
years
and
worshipped
in
"the
Brick
church"
which
the
covenanters
had
aban
doned
when
they
emigrated
to
the
Northwest.
Here
a
large
congregation
of
Presbyterians
was
soon
collected.
Catholic
was
then
supplied
by
Rev.
Thomas
R.
English,
then
ly
Rev.
(!.
W.
Boggs,
a
returned
missionary
from
India.
In
Oc
tober
1840,
the
church
present
ed
a
call
to
William
Bank?
who
w;u<
ordained
and
installed
pas
tor
in
February,
1841.
When
the
lease
on
the
.
l
)H?k
church
expired,
the
Covenan
ters
leased
it
to
HopeweH
A.
R.
P.
congregation.
The
upper
portion
of
Catholic
had
no
place
to
worship,
so
erected
a
large
house
of
worship
eight
miles
from
Catholic
on
the
road
to
Chester.
This
continued
to
be
a
branch
of
Catholic
about
ten
years.
A
petition
was
sent
to
Presby
tery
to
obtain
consent
to
orga
nize
a
new
church.
One
hundred
and
thirty-five
members
receiv
ed
certificates
to
unite
with
the
new
church,
Pleasant
Grove.
Rev.
Wm.
Banks
became
pa.ttor.
At
Lht
outbreak
of
the
War
Between
the
States,
Pleasant
Grove
had
317
members
while
Catholk
had
over
200.
The
great
exodus
of
families
and
members
to
form
the
church
greatly
weakened
the
old
church
of
Catholic,
and
it
was
destined
to
be
weakened
still
further.
Many
families
began
to
emigrate
to
the
Went.
In
fact
shortly
af
ter
the
old
Revolutioniiry
War
many
of
the
families
of
Catho
lic
began
to
move
to
Spartan-
burg
1
,
Greenville,
and
Pendleton
District,
and
to
the
northern
counties
of
Georgia.
And
in
1830
and
1931
great
numbers
emigrated
to
Ohio
and
Indiana,
about
the
time
of
the.
exodus
uf
the
Covenanters.
EMIGRATION
FROM
CATHOLIC
About
19
years
before,
a
large
colony
of
families
and
mem
hers
from
both
Catholic
and
Pleasant
Grove,
moved
to
Tipton
County,
Tennessee,
and
settled
in
the
neighborhood
of
Portersville.
A
few
of
these
families
united
with
the
Salem
A,
R.
P.
church
in
that
vicinity,
which
church
had
originally
been
formed
most
ly
from
the
Hopewell
Church
in
Chester
District.
Another
colony
went
out
chiefly
from
Pleasant
Grove
and
settled
in
Jackson
County,
Georgia.
They
organized
a
new
church
and
called
it
Pleasant
Grove,
Still
another
colony
left
Catholic
and
settled
in
the
north
eastern
part
of
Alabama
where
they
organized
a
church,
Anoth
er
colony
from
Pleasant
Grove
emigrated
to
Dallas
County,
Arkansas.
As
the
county
was
new,
they
organized
a
township,
and
calkd
it
Chester.
About
the
center
of
this
township
they
built
a
large
academy
and
organized
a
church
and
gave
it
the
name
Pleasant
Grove.
Another
colony
with
three
of
Catholic's
ruling
elders
emigrated
to
Mississippi.
Most
of
them
settled
in
Itawam-
ba
County.
Thus,
during
the
ministry
of
Rev.
Banks
five
colonies
emi
grated
from
Catholic.
It
is
therefore
strange
that
Old
Catholic,
the
fruitful
mother
of
churches,
now
in
her
old
age,
after
the
losa
of
such
multitudes
of
her
children,
should
become
weak
and
despondent?
In
the
days
of
her
early
his
tory,
we
have
seen
that
seven
Covenanter
churches
were
form
ed,
at
least
in
part,
out
of
her
membership
and
families,
and
within
her
original
territory.
She
also
aided
in
the
forma
tion
of
four
new
presbyterian
churches
Concord,
and
Mount
Olive,
Cedar
Shoals
and
Pleas
ant
Grove;
besides
furnishing
valuable
materials
for
founding
and
building
the
A.
R.
P.
church
of
Hopewell,
an
important
church
of
the
Rocky
Creek
area.
She
made
contributions
to
the
Methodist
and
Baptist
churcnes
around
her.
Catholic
congregation
has
lived
in
peace
and
harmony
with
all
her
sisters
around,
Catho
lic
in
spirit,
Catholic
in
regard
to
her
sister
churches,
Catholic
in
measures
to
promote
the
glory
of
God,
and
Catholic
in
the
pre
cious
hopes
of
salvation
through
Jesus
Christ,
the
son
of
God.
In
common
with
her
sister
churches.
Catholic
sustained
heavy
and
painful
losses
of
many
of
her
sons
in
the
Civil
War.
Among
those
who
fell
in
battle
was
Capt
John
Michael
Moore,
youngest
of
Catholic's
ruling
elders.
!n
Kev.
Bans
minisry,
two~
large
and
substantial
church
edi
fices
were
erected,
one
in
each
part
of
the
pastoral
charge.
Eleven
young
men,
connected
with
the
pastoral
charge,
have
gone
into
the
Presbyterian
ministry.
In
her
heyday
before
the
war
and
prior
to
the
period
of
eni-i
irrntinn.
there
were
fi!7
pom-
municanu
in
Catholic's
charge.
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