
years he was a vocational education 

teacher and administrator in the Ohio 

public schools—teaching young men the 

arts of woodworking, metal crafts, car

pentry, brickmasonry. His hands caress 

the fine woods of the Elliott home as if 

they had helped build i t . 

Did he get the talent from Daniel? 

" I suppose so. I've always wanted to 

work with wood and tools since I was 

five," he says. " I can look at the work 

In his striving for authenticity, 
Clyde Pierson duplicates 
these nails hand-forged by 
Daniel Elliott. Store-
bought items will not do. 

Daniel Elliott did on this house, and I 

think to myself, 'That's the way I'd do 

it . ' " 

Pierson says he was born with "a chip 

in my mouth." His father was a wagon 

and carriage maker in Preble County, 

Ohio. And before that, the family (on 

both sides, Piersons and Elliotts) had 

worked with their hands. Clyde, in fact, 

was the first of the line to go to college. 

Now, he looks with pride at the Elliott 

home, still standing erect and true. The 

construction was solid, with 12-inch-

square white oak sills and 6-inch-thick log 

walls. 

The design made maximum use of 

materials at hand. For example, the entire 

fireplace and chimney (fashioned of the 

Life is spartan on the banks of Fishing 
Creek. Clyde Pierson takes his 

meals in a small downstairs room as 
he plans further restoration. 

red clay common to the region) are 

enclosed within the walls of the house. 

That way, most of the heat stayed i n -

even radiating into the loft where the 

boys lived. 

The flooring, fashioned with Daniel's 

broadax and adze, shows only shallow 

marks where the cutting was done. His 

touch was so fine that the boards are 

almost smooth despite the rough tools 

used to make them. 

Experience 
the Elegance of 
an Antebellum 
Hotel. 
Charleston's newest hotel is also its oldest. Originally built in 
1853, the Mills House was razed to the ground in 1970. Then it 
was reconstructed. As exactly as possible, down to the smallest 
details. But with every modern convenience. The new Mills 
House, ill the middle of historic Charieston, embodies all the 
grandeur and elegance of antebellum living. General Lee stayed 
here when he commanded the Confederate Garrison in Charies
ton in 1861. We think he'd feel at home again today. You will, 
too. For reseivations, see your travel agent or call toll free (800) 
228-9000 for all Hyatt Hotels. 
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